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Message from the Provost &
Vice-President Academic
I am pleased to present
Vancouver Island
University’s 2015-1617 Annual Research
and Scholarly Activity
Report showcasing
the depth and breadth
of the research being
conducted across
many disciplines at
this institution.
It’s an exciting time to be a part of research and
scholarly activity at Vancouver Island University.
Early in 2017, construction began on three new
projects at the Nanaimo Campus, which will provide
our faculty, staff and students with new research
opportunities – a new Health and Science Centre;
the Marine, Automotive and Trades Complex;
and a District Geo-Exchange Energy System.
The new Health and Science Centre will include
state-of-the-art science labs and an expanded
home for VIU’s Applied Environmental Research
Laboratories. We are becoming green energy
pioneers with the District Geo-Exchange Energy
System – unique in Western Canada because it
harnesses the energy stored in water from the
flooded mine shafts beneath the University to heat
and cool buildings. Another innovative new space
is the Accelerator Discovery Lab housed in the
new Trades Complex, where students and industry
specialists can collaborate on research projects.
VIU also had its first faculty member, Dr. Cheryl
Warsh, inducted as a fellow in the Academy of Arts
and Humanities of the Royal Society of Canada,
and hosted its largest student-research showcase
to date. More than 250 students presented
during the fifth annual CREATE Conference in
April 2017. Research topics included everything
from the effect of certain pesticides on bees;
to Facebook cyber-bullying and its impacts on
female university students; to shellfish mortality
at sites occupied by sea otters; and microplastics
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as a global pollutant. You’ll find more information
in the student research and awards section.
We are proud of the media attention research
projects conducted by our faculty, staff and students
have garnered. It’s also important to mention
the impact their work has on community. From
books, art exhibitions and theatre productions
that community members have been able to
read, attend and enjoy; to investigating ways to
decrease the environmental impact of chemistry
education; to projects such as the VIU Canada
Goose Project, which aims to collect information to
help municipalities develop informed management
plans, the work done by the VIU community is having
far-reaching impacts on the regions around us.
I’d like to thank our faculty and staff for their hard
work, innovation and creativity; the many hours
they have spent forging invaluable community
partnerships; and for the encouragement and
support they have provided to students. These
experiences bolster success when it comes
to applying for graduate schools and seeking
employment after graduating from VIU.
I’d also like to thank the provincial and federal
funding agencies that continue to make research
and scholarly activity possible at VIU!
Looking forward, the Scholarship, Research
and Creative Activity Office has another
exciting year ahead, with a new strategic plan
for scholarship, research and creative activity,
and a new set of awards to help celebrate the
activities of VIU faculty, staff and students. As
you can see by the size of this report, the research
activities keep growing year after year.
On behalf of VIU, I once again thank all
faculty, staff and students who have made
an impact with their projects and community
collaborations. Thank you for another great year
of research and scholarly activity at VIU.

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY REPORT 2015/16

Faculty Database
Entries
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Cowichan Campus
Cowichan Campus Administration

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
18-April-2015

Keith Chicquen
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
24-November-2015

A Partnership in Dual Credit: How one
Post-Secondary and School District
Partnered to Grow Enrolment
BC Career Educators Society Annual
Conference, Nov. 2015
A visual journey through the process, partnership,
and financial relationship, the presentation tells the
story behind the collaborative process involved in
helping the students in a small school district access
post-secondary in Trades, Health, and Academic
programs and be successful in career transitions.
Student success data was also presented.
Academic Collaborator:
Ron Nunweiler, Assistant Superintendent SD79
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
28-November-2017

How Independent Schools Can Take
Advantage of Dual Credit Opportunities
BC Independent Schools Career
Conference, Surrey, BC, Feb. 2017
How Independent Schools can afford and offer
Dual Credit programs to improve career and
academic choices including financial modeling,
programs options, work experience, Ministry
claiming, and partnership opportunities in
Trades, Health, and Academic courses. Student
success data from 2010-2016 is also shared.
Academic Collaborator:
Stu Rhodes, Career Transitions Coordinator, SD63
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
6
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Lessons in Partnership. How a school
District grew their Dual Credit enrolment to
provide career pathways for students
Vancouver Island Career Educators
Conference, Duncan, BC, April 2015
What it takes to create and maintain a strong
partnership, how to afford programming,
share expenses and promotion, the keys to a
successful relationship, and the story behind
the creation of Dual Credit Trades Centre.
Academic Collaborator:
Ron Nunweiler, Assistant Superintendent, SD79
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
RESEARCH PROJECT
15-November-2016

Updated Dual Credit Report, 2016:
A Seven Year Census
Dual Credit has become an increasingly important
delivery mechanism for improving post-secondary
transitions for BC secondary school students. Dual
Credit participation rates are climbing in the province,
and at Vancouver Island University (VIU), as students
realize the advantages of starting post-secondary early
and post-secondary recruiters realize the recruitment
advantages of engaging students while they are still
in high school. The research, a seven-year census,
suggests that Dual Credit students at the Cowichan
Campus of VIU enjoy higher achievement scores,
lower drop-out rates, and matriculate to VIU at a
substantially higher rate than non-Dual Credit students.
Academic Collaborator:
Karen Leeman, Associate Registrar, Cowichan Campus
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Faculty of Academic & Career Preparation
Academic and Career
Preparation Administration

Academic Collaborators:
Dr. J.C. Nesbit;
Dr. P.W. Winne

Dr. Patrick Dunae

This Activity:
Focused on Global Community; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

BOOK
13-June-2015

Common Bonds: A History of Greater
Vancouver Community Credit Union

Adult Basic Education Nanaimo

Burnaby, BC: GVC Credit Union, June 2015

Lisa Lewis

A chronicle of one of the earliest credit unions in
British Columbia (chartered 1940), and an historical
overview of the provincial credit union system.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Adult Basic Education Cowichan
Dr. Sabrina Fox
RESEARCH PROJECT

Cognitive Enrichment, Self-Regulation,
Life Satisfaction & Aging
summit.sfu.ca/system/files/
iritems1/15501/etd9083_SFox.pdf
The cognitive enrichment study investigated
whether engagement in challenging cognitive
activity was associated with changes in performance
in memory skill among older adults. The World
Health Organization has indicated that the number
one health crisis facing the world is aging. The
findings of this research support the hypothesis
that engagement in challenging cognitive activity
can produce improvement in general memory skill.
Based on the study design, it appears that active
self-regulated involvement of older adults in a
challenging cognitive activity for at least 60 minutes
each week enhanced cognitive functioning in terms
of memory accuracy. Promoting cognitive functioning
is essential with an aging population. Based on the
2016 census, Statistics Canada (2017) has revealed
for the first time in Canadian history, there are
more old people than young. The percentage of the
population described as seniors is larger than that
described as children. This shift is worldwide, making
cognitive health in the elderly population a priority.
7
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Community Building within the Classroom:
Creating a Supportive Community
Workshop participants shared ways to create a
supportive community within the classroom. The
presenters shared their experiences and identified
key outcomes as to how their practice is being
enhanced through collaboration and by following the
values of interrelatedness, respect and reciprocity.
The result is a sense of belonging and inspiration
for learners for their goals in higher learning.
Academic Collaborator:
Janet Sinclair, Aboriginal Student Transition Advisor, VIU
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
04-November-2016

The IN Crowd: INclusive, INtegrated, INnovative
VIU, Nanaimo, BC
Workshop participants joined Rita Gower and Lisa
Lewis for an inspiring hands-on presentation about
creating learning communities in trades programs,
and promoting community and personal learning
networks in science programs. Using strategies such
as Universal Principles of Design, Indigenous ways of
learning, and building community through storytelling,
Lisa and Rita have been able to leverage diversity as
a tool to build tightly knit classroom communities.
Academic Collaborator:
Rita Gower, Culinary Arts, VIU

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
November-2016

WORKSHOP
17-January-2017

Using Storytelling as Formative
Assessment in Science Classes

Using Infographics and Stories to
Assess Student Understanding

VIU, Nanaimo, BC

VIU, Nanaimo, BC

Storytelling is one of the oldest and most enjoyable
methods of communicating important knowledge
from one person to another. Workshop participants
learned methods for using storytelling as a
means of formative assessment in science classes,
though methods could be transferred to other
subjects. By getting students individually, in pairs,
or in groups, to write stories about challenging
& difficult topics, educators can easily assess the
level of understanding in the class and students
enhance their familiarity and recall of the topic.

Lisa and Charlene incorporated infographics and
stories into two major projects to reinforce and
expand students’ understanding of concepts in Biology
067. In this session, Lisa and Charlene described
these two projects, discussed the advantages and
disadvantages of each, and shared student feedback.

WORKSHOP
22-March-2017

TOTAL RECALL: Metacognitive Strategies
to Help Students Learn More Effectively
VIU, Nanaimo, BC
Workshop participants saw a demonstration of
four quick and effective self-regulated learning
strategies: interweaving course content (interleaving),
procrastination management, retrieval practice
and increasing metacognitive awareness.
Academic Collaborators:
Rita Gower, Culinary Arts Program, VIU;
Nancy Page, Graphic Design Program, VIU;
Les Barclay, English Language Centre, VIU
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Academic Collaborator:
Charlene Stewart, ACP, VIU

Faculty of Arts & Humanities
Art and Design

Creative Writing and Journalism

Pamela Speight

Dr. Keith Harrison

EXHIBITION
March-April-2017

OTHER ACTIVITY
16-October-2015

Blood Love Trouble

Thirteen (Canadian) Ways of Looking at Cuba:
Words / Images: A Writer’s Talk about Photographs

Vancouver, BC
www.burrardarts.org/project/blood-love-trouble
Pamela Speight’s work was included in an exhibition
titled “Blood Love Trouble”, at the Burrard Arts
Foundation in Vancouver, BC, from March 2nd to
April 1st, 2017. The exhibit was curated by Gabi
Dao; thematically it explored human experiences of
cultural mixing and clashing represented in visual art.
Community Collaborators:
Vancouver based curator Gabi Dao;
Nine artists, including: Joan Bell-Irving,
Julia Dahee Hong, Vivienne Kubik,
Katrina Niebergal, David Ostrem, Noboru Sawai,
Pamela Speight, Marcia Wedeking, Casey Wei
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community
WEBSITE PUBLICATION
February-2016

pamelaspeight.com
Pamela Speight published a website in February
of 2016. It includes galleries that show her
paintings, drawings and mixed media works,
as well as biographical information and
artist statements describing her thematic
focus and the techniques she employs.

9
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Hornby Island, BC, October 2016
Borrowing a framework and some language from
Wallace Stevens’ poem, “Thirteen Ways of Looking at
a Blackbird”, “Thirteen (Canadian) Ways of Looking
at Cuba” fuses art with reportage by piecing together
faces, perceptions, settings, and micro-narratives. This
is not a traditional Cuban travel piece. It offers a multisided, personal take on the island and a people who have
figured disproportionately in recent history. Not all of
the images are of professional quality, a true reflection
of the documentary experience of travel where much
refuses a clear focus. By linking words to images as in a
slowed-down film, this narrative move through shifting
perspectives and conflicted emotions concerning
Cuba and Canada, two nations at turning points.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community

Kathy Page
ARTICLE
01-June-2016

More Short Fiction in The New Quarterly
”The House on Manor Close,” The New Quarterly 139
(Summer 2016): a short story of 8,000 words concerning
three sisters and their relationships to each other
and to their eccentric mother, which later appeared
in Page’s Giller-nominated collection The Two of Us.

ARTICLE
11-September-2015

BOOK
01-September-2016

Short Fiction in Numéro Cinq

Alphabet, French Edition

“Open Water,” Numéro Cinq (2015): a short fiction of
10,000 words about a complex web of relationships
in a small-town swim team, which was later
included in pages Giller-nominated The Two of Us.

Alphabet, first published in 2005, reissued in
2014, now translated by Saint-Martin and
Gagné, Québec Amérique: Montreal 2016

ARTICLE
01-June-2015

BOOK
03-March-2016

Frankie Does Time Travel
Short Fiction in The Fiddlehead
“Dear Son,” The Fiddlehead 264 (Summer 2015): a
4,000-short story about a dysfunctional mother
and son relationship, which was later included in
Page’s Giller-nominated collection The Two of Us.
ARTICLE
01-October-2015

Short Fiction in The New Quarterly
“Whatever the Poets Say,” The New Quarterly,
136 (Fall 2015): a 6,000-word short fiction set in
London in 1939 and researched with the generous
support of VIU’s research and Scholarly Activity
and Curriculum Development Committee.
BOOK
01-September-2016

A New Collection of Short Fiction
The Two of Us, Biblioasis: Windsor, 2016, nominated
for the Scotiabank Giller Prize. Ostensibly
different from Page’s previous collection, Paradise
& Elsewhere (also Giller nominated) the stories
in The Two of Us focus on human connection and
deal with intense - and not always healthyone-on-one relationships of various kinds. A book
tour in Vancouver Island and Ontario with John
Metcalf, Leon Rooke and Lenore Rowntree followed
publication, and included an event at VIU.
www.kathypage.info/category/the-two-of-us
Community Collaborators:
Ottawa Literary Festival;
Munro’s Books;
Salt Spring Island Public Library
10
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Frankie Styne and the Silver Man, Biblioasis:
Windsor, 2016. A revised edition of this
genre-bending 1990 novel which blends fantasy
and realism, and looks at some of the ways
we use imagination to make reality bearable
appeared early in 2016. A reading tour on
Vancouver Island followed publication.
Community Collaborators:
Vancouver Island Regional Library;
Salt Spring Island Public Library;
Laughing Oyster;
Salt Spring Books;
and other community bookstores
OTHER PUBLICATION
15-August-2015

Short Fiction in The Walrus
”The Last Cut,” The Walrus, September 2015: a
4,000-word short story concerning the relationship
between a hairdresser and his client, later to appear
in Page’s Giller-nominated collection The Two of Us.

Jay Ruzesky
OTHER PUBLICATION		
01-February-2017

Don Coles: Fire to a Trail of Thought
Completed a short film (12:39) about Toronto
poet Don Coles. The film consists of an interview
and Coles reading his poem “Two-Hander”.
The film is available on Vimeo:
vimeo.com/206758320
Community Collaborator:
Don Cole, York University
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
OTHER PUBLICATION
01-December-2016

Gathering of First Nations Anthem
Completed a short (5 minutes) film, “Gathering of
First Nations Anthem” which is a gathering song
composed by Elder-in-Residence Marlene Rice. The
song may be used for campus activities to celebrate
learning through the coming together of people.
Marlene Rice describes the song this way: “This song
teaches us respect for our family and our friends. It
says “speak your mind, and keep your mind strong.”
Our communities want to bring our generations
together. We need to always think about the elders of
the past and the teachings they provide and bring to
the present day that will give strength to our youth.
We can take a look at our young people and look at
the elders of the past and form a vision of bringing
them together so they can survive in this world.”
The song was created by Marlene Rice for
a Gathering of Nations. The language is Hul’qumi’num.
The film is available on Vimeo:
vimeo.com/195115454
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

11
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PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
23-November-2016

PK Page 100
Produced a group reading to celebrate what would have
been the 100th birthday of Victoria poet PK Page.
Readers included Lorna Crozier, Eve Joseph,
Patricia Young and many others.
Academic Collaborators:
The Malahat Review, UVic
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
PUBLIC LECTURE
09-April-2017
A public lecture, slide show and reading from In
Antarctica: An Amundsen Pilgrimageat the elders
of the past and form a vision of bringing them
together so they can survive in this world.”
Community Collaborators:
The Island Mountain Ramblers Hiking Club
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Societ

English
Terri Doughty
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLE

The Empire Girl Goes to War: Bessie
Marchant’s World War I Fiction
(In press) Women’s Writing, 2017,
doi: 10.1080./09699082.1323390
Identifies the connections between Marchant’s
WW I fiction and her empire adventures for girls.

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLE

Putting the Punk in a Steampunk Cinderella:
Marissa Meyer’s ‘Lunar Chronicles’

CONFERENCE PAPER
April-2017

Filoteknos, 5 (2015): 46-58

Inside Passengers’: The Limitations of
Physiology Instruction for Girls

Discusses the ways in which this young adult novel
emphasizes the political aspects of Steampunk.

Victorian Studies Association of Western Canada/Victorian
Studies Association of the Western U. S. Joint Conference:
Victorian Education, Vancouver, BC, April 2017

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLE

Assessing Steampunk’s Future: The
Case Study of The Gaslight Dogs
Literatura i Kultura Popularna, 20 (2014): 39-48
Considers this Canadian fantasy novel as a model
for challenging the dominance of Imperial Britain as
setting and/or inspiration for Steampunk literature.
BOOK CHAPTER

Deflecting the Marriage Plot: The British
and Indigenous Girl in ‘Robina Crusoe and
Her Lonely Island Home’ 1882-1883
Colonial Girlhood in Literature, Culture and History,
1840-1950. Kristine Moruzi and Michelle J. Smith
Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, 2014
An analysis of how the letterpress and
illustrations interact to ‘whiten’ and
domesticate the Indigenous girl.
CONFERENCE PAPER
May-2016

Playing with Spells, Playing with Identity
The Child and the Book: Children’s Literature
and Play, Wroclaw, Poland, May 2016
This Activity:
Was an international activity (i.e.
took place outside of Canada)

CHAIR CONFERENCE SESSION
May-2016

Play in Fiction
The Child and the Book: Children’s Literature
and Play, Wroclaw, Poland, May 2016
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CHAIR CONFERENCE SESSION
April-2017

Boys and Girls II
Chaired session titled “Boys and Girls II” at the Victorian
Studies Association of Western Canada/Victorian Studies
Association of the Western U. S. Joint Conference:
Victorian Education, Vancouver, BC, April 2017
GUEST TEACHING
February-2017
Guest-taught a third-year seminar in children’s
literature on the topic of Lewis Carroll’s Alice Books
University of Stockholm, February 2017
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
INVITED TALK
February-2017

Feeling Wolfish in Children’s Picture books
Stockholm University, February 2017
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

12
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SERVICE ON EDITORIAL BOARD
May-2016
Served on editorial board for
Literatura i Kultura Popularna
(Literature and Popular Culture), a scholarly
journal published by the University
of Wroclaw, Poland, May 2016
BIBLIOGRAPHIC CONTRIBUTION

REFERENCE ARTICLE
”Tooley, Sarah Anne” Dictionary of
National Bibliography (online)
Oxford University Press, 2016A bibliographic
essay on the life of this notable Victorian
and Edwardian woman journalist

Dr. Nelson Gray

Contributed to the biennial Research Society
for Victorian Periodicals Bibliography
published in the Victorian Periodicals
Review 49.3 (2016): 461-509

PUBLISHED ARTICLE

BOOK REVIEW

An eco-critical view of the works of the
Canadian playwright Herman Voaden.

Review of Neil Gaiman in the Twenty-First
Century: Essays on the Novels, Children’s Stories,
Online Writings, Comics and Other Works
ed. Tara Prescott. International Research in
Children’s Literature, 2017, web page
BOOK REVIEW
Review of Never Ending Stories: Adaptation,
Canonisation, and Ideology in Children’s Literature
ed. Sylvie Geertz and Sara Van Den
Bossche. In International Research in
Children’s Literature 8.1 (2015): 88-91
BOOK REVIEW
Review of Reading Victorian Illustration 1855-1875
ed. Paul Goldman and Simon Cooke. In
Bronte Studies 40.2 (2015): 174-175
BOOK REVIEW
Review of The Gothic Fairy Tale in
Young Adult Literature
ed. Joseph Abbruscato and Tanya Jones.
International Research in Children’s
Literature, 2015, web page

13
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Herman Voaden’s Romantic Ecology:
Settler Identity and the Canadian Sublime
Studies in Canadian Literature, 39, 1 (2014)

RESEARCH PROJECT

Awarded a SSHRC Insight Development Grant
Awarded $76,000 to research and develop an
interdisciplinary opera: an arts/science collaboration
incorporating oceanographic research from
Dalhousie and the University of Victoria.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Kim Juniper, Professor in Earth and Oceans
Sciences at the University of Victoria;
Dr. Anna Metaxas, Professor in the Department
of Oceanography and the Department
of Biology at Dalhousie University
Community Collaborator:
Dr. Kim Juniper, Chief Scientist,
Oceans Networks Canada
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dr. Keith Harrison

ARTICLE		

ARTICLE		
01-September-2016

Creating Narrative Space: New Modes of
Navigation for Online Scholarly Publications
Scholarly and Research Communication, 6.3 (2015)

Bakhtinian Polyphony in Godard’s King Lear
Mosaic: A Journal for the Interdisciplinary Study
of Literature 49:3 (2016): 159-78. Print
Mikhail Bakhtin’s socio-linguistic theories can
illuminate the orchestration of Jean-Luc Godard’s
contentious film, King Lear. Shaping the polyphonic
voices of Brecht, Kott, Beckett, Mailer, Welles,
Allen, Kozintsev, and Woolf through counterpoint,
the auteur refracts an elusive self-portrait and
dialogically re-accentuates Shakespeare’s tragedy.
The essay’s shape echoes Jan Zwicky’s idea of
lyric philosophy in which logical explanation is
combined with an embodiment of the artistic
design of the work being studied, in this case, a film
often perceived to be incoherent in its structure.
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community

Dr. Richard Lane
ARTICLE		

Coordinating Text Analysis Tools for Understanding
Adaptation/Remediation Processes
Readers consistently respond negatively to John
Van Druten’s 1928 dramatic adaptation/remediation
of Rebecca West’s First World War novella The
Return of the Soldier (1918). At an anecdotal level,
readers who are familiar with the novella report
that the play version is “flat”; “banal”; “dead”;
“missing something”; “tedious”; and so on.
Close reading indicates that Van Druten has
incorporated some of West’s writing in the play
version, and that he has added characters, scenes,
and dialogue of his own. This paper discusses
whether text analysis tools can be utilized to go
beyond subjective and largely intuitive readings
of this remediation, and its generation of negative
reader-responses, to offer a more objective
analysis of the transformations of language and
style in the adaptation/remediation process.

14
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Navigating online scholarly publications is theorized
here as an active journey that readers embark upon and
undertake, creating personal meaning through narrative
structures that, in turn, make sense of the online data
that has been individually explored. The concept of the
“eversion” is examined as a useful way of understanding
how readers interact with data via networked smart
objects, and through different interface designs and
mechanisms. The passageways and “border exchanges”
between analogue and digital worlds are sites that
illuminate how people engage with information seeking
and digital sense-making; coupled with the centrality
of the contemporary digital self, the article argues
for a humanistic outcome in this focus on human
engagement with inverted analogue and digital worlds.
ARTICLE		

Identifying the stylistic relationships between
Rebecca West’s modernist novella The Return of
the Soldier (1918) and the literature of the period
A white paper which discusses the utilization of two text
analysis tools from the Stylo application in R: “rolling
delta” and “oppose” to ascertain stylistic associations,
overlaps, differences and distances, within a modernist
and late nineteenth-century authorship corpus (e.g.,
Corelli, whose 1914 novel The Innocent is largely written
in her nineteenth-century style). Note that “rolling delta”
is being used experimentally here, working with the
assumption that the play version of The Return of the
Soldier by Van Druten can be treated
as a collaborative text.

ARTICLE		

Revisiting Open Source Software Development
Models for Community-Based Digital
Humanities Research Generation
Scholarly and Research Communication, 7.2-3 (2016)
Enmeshed modes of digital communication are
based on public disclosure and the exposed space
of the digital, that is to say, where an idea shared
is always already an idea utilized by someone
else. Background: Community-based practices of
open source software development offer a model
for enmeshed private-public digital humanities
(DH) research that can balance the demands of
macro or global digital disruptive forces with
the needs of everyday learning communities.

unpublished essays by both established and new
international Lowry scholars, as well as innovative
ways of conceiving of his aesthetic practice. In each of
the book’s three sections, critics engage in the notion
of Lowry as a multi-media artist who influenced and
was deeply influenced by a broad range of modernist
and early postmodernist aesthetic practices. Acutely
aware of and engaged in the world of film, sensitive
to the role of the graphical surface in advertising and
propaganda, and deeply immersed in a vast range of
literary traditions and the avant-garde, Lowry worked
within an intertextual space that is also a mediascape,
one which tends to transgress, or at least exceed,
neatly controlled borders or aesthetic boundaries.
Academic Collaborators:
Professor Constance Crompton (UBC);
Professor Raymond Siemens (UVic)

BOOK		
BOOK		

Doing Digital Humanities
Co-Edited by Richard J. Lane (VIU), Professor
Constance Crompton (UBC) and Professor Raymond
Siemens (UVic) London & New York: Routledge

Open Access Edition of Malcolm
Lowry’s Poetics of Space
University of Ottawa Press, Co-Edited by
Richard J. Lane (VIU) and Miguel Mota (UBC)

A collection of academic essays that expand
upon the highly successful Digital Humanities
Summer School (DHSI) curriculum. Essays
cover topics such as: the history of text analysis;
minimal computing; collaborative online knowledge
production; text encoding; geographical
information systems; electronic literature; working
with the semantic web; digital editing; drupal;
augmented reality; and project management.

An open access electronic edition of Malcolm Lowry’s
Poetics of Space, edited by Richard J. Lane (VIU) and
Miguel Mota (UBC), via a Creative Commons CC BYNC (Attribution-Noncommercial) license. Funding is
from the Federation for the Humanities and Social
Sciences, through the Awards to Scholarly Publications
Program. The link for the free open access PDF is
www.ruor.uottawa.ca/handle/10393/35740

Academic Collaborators:
Professor Constance Crompton (UBC);
Professor Raymond Siemens (UVic)

Academic Collaborator:
Professor Miguel Mota, University of British
Columbia, Department of English

BOOK		

BOOK		

Malcolm Lowry’s Poetics of Space

The Big Humanities: Digital
Laboratories/Digital Humanities

University of Ottawa Press, Co-Edited by
Richard J. Lane (VIU) and Miguel Mota (UBC)
This collection focuses on Lowry’s spatial dynamics,
from the psychogeography of the Letterist and the
Situationist International, through musical forms
(especially jazz), cinema, photography, and spatial
poetic writing, to the spaces of exception, biopolitics, and the creaturely. It presents previously
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London & New York: Routledge
Single authored book. This book provides an
accessible introduction to, and overview of Digital
Humanities (DH), one of the fastest growing areas
of literary studies. It provides a brief history of DH,
explores and explains the methodologies of past and
current DH projects, and offers resources such as

detailed case studies and bibliographies. Further,
the focus on the digital laboratory space reveals
affiliations with the types of research that have
traditionally taken place in the sciences, as well as
convergences with other fast-growing research
spaces, namely innovation labs, fabrication labs,
maker spaces, digital media labs, and change labs.
The volume highlights the profound transformation
of literary studies that is underway, one in which the
adoption of powerful technology, and concomitantly
being situated within a laboratory environment, is
leading to an important re-engagement in the arts and
humanities, and a renewed understanding of literary
studies in the digital age, as well as a return to largescale financial investment in humanistic research.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Coding Agamben: Agamben Codes: The MeTA DH
Lab ‘Code Snippets’ and the Digital Humanities
A paper presented at the VIU-UVic Critical Digital
Humanities Group, which explores a key component
in probability analysis, i.e., in being used to teach
a machine how to read, or, how to predict what
word comes next, the n-gram contributes more to
the computer’s notion of what the text is saying,
doing, or is about to do, than it does to human
understanding of that text. In other words, the
n-gram “reads” a text in ways at odds with human
reading, and furthermore, it allows the computer
to read in ways where “everything is possible”
(Agamben) for the machine. The n-gram function for
machine readability therefore meets the criteria for
Derrida’s difference, in the sense that the n-gram is
proof that a semiotic structure functions
autonomously, and yet is anxiety-inducing
for those academics who are worried
that DH is somehow responsible for that
autonomous operation in a destructive sense,
i.e., excluding the human reader or critic.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Social & Tech Innovation Partnerships:
Community Collaboration & Development
VIU, Cowichan Campus
Presentation at the VIU@Cowichan Innovation Lab
Symposium, on the Innovation, Creativity and Building
Partnerships panel, co-chaired by Dr. David Witty and
Dr. Richard J. Lane. Collaboration and partnerships
explored include: MeTA Digital Humanities lab, VIU
Nanaimo & Innovation Lab, VIU Cowichan; MeTA DH
Lab/Innovation Lab & the Digital Humanities Summer
Institute, UVic (sponsorship & the benefit of sending
a VIU team to DHSI courses); Research partnerships
& opportunities, e.g., Lane, Associated Researcher
with the Electronic Textual Cultures Lab, UVic; ETCL
researchers leading workshops & research seminars at
VIU; seed funded research/discussion groups, e.g., the
VIU-UVic DH Theory Group, funded by ETCL, UVic.
Academic Collaborators:
MeTA Digital Humanities Lab, VIU
OTHER ACTIVITY

Digital Evidence for Theories of Literary Influence
VIU, Nanaimo, BC
A presentation which introduces the MeTA Digital
Humanities Lab and Seminar for Advanced Studies
in the Humanities project on digital evidence,
covering the humanistic background to the topic,
as well as discussing how the digital humanities
can provide empirical evidence to test past and
present theories of literary influence. The paper
also develops the overarching research question
to be posed in this project, in addition to alluding
to the core technologies covered in the project.
OTHER ACTIVITY

Humanities Knowledge Commercialization:
Agile Humanities
Victoria, BC, Fall 2015
A meeting of the VIU-UVic Digital Humanities
Knowledge Commercialization Group, at the University
of Victoria, Fall 2015, with guest speaker Professor
Dean Irvine (Dalhousie) theorizing knowledge
commercialization within a humanistic context,
with focus on his company Agile Humanities.
16
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OTHER ACTIVITY
04-May-2017

Rethinking Literary Influence Through
Stylometry & the Digital Humanities
VIU, Nanaimo, BC, May 2017
A paper presented at the MeTA DH Lab and Seminar
for Advanced Studies in the Humanities research
seminar called Theorizing Literary Influence through
the Digital Humanities. The paper compares
humanistic theorizing of literary influence with
empirical evidence acquired through the use of digital
stylometric analysis tools, with focus on the “oppose”
tool in the R computer language package called Stylo.
Rolling Delta and Oppose outputs from Stylo in
R: selected modernist corpus adjusted for each
task, including Corelli and Van Druten’s play
version of West’s the Return of the Soldier.
A descriptive account of a digital object
prepared at the 2016 Digital Humanities
Summer Institute, The University of Victoria.
OTHER ACTIVITY

The Business of Digital Humanities
Nanaimo, BC, Fall 2015
The inaugural meeting of the VIU-UVic Digital
Humanities Knowledge Commercialization Group,
at the Nanaimo Chamber of Commerce, Fall 2015,
co-sponsored by VP and Provost David Witty
(VIU) and The Electronic Textual Cultures
Laboratory (UVic). Guest speaker Professor
Dean Irvine (Dalhousie) explored a humanistic
knowledge commercialization case study: his
software company called Agile Humanities.
Academic Collaborators:
Professor Dean Irvine (Dalhousie);
Professor Raymond Siemens (UVic);
Professor Lynne Siemens (UVic)
Community Collaborator:
Kim Smythe, President of the Nanaimo
Chamber of Commerce
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on a topic of relevance
to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
17
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OTHER ACTIVITY

Vancouver Island University-University of
Victoria Knowledge Commercialization Group
Directed by Richard J. Lane (Principal Investigator, MeTA
DH Lab, VIU) and Professor Lynne Siemens from the
School of Public Administration, UVic. The purpose of
this research/discussion group was to explore knowledge
commercialization in the humanities, with focus on
the skill sets and knowledge generated through digital
humanities projects and labs. Our main case study was
the Agile Humanities Agency, directed by Professor
Dean Irvine (Dalhousie University), who shared how
he established this company through his collaborative
DH research and practice relating to the Editing
Modernism in Canada project. The discussion group
drew together university and community participants,
including those who have worked on large to medium
scale DH projects, lab funding and management,
digital/social innovation and social enterprise.
Academic Collaborators:
Team members include the Principal Investigator of
Editing Modernism in Canada, Professor Dean Irvine
(Dalhousie), Canada Research Chair in Humanities
Computing, Distinguished Professor Ray Siemens (UVic
English & Computer Science), co-Director of the
VIU-UVic Critical Digital Humanities Group, Professor
Emile Fromet de Rosnay (French, UVic), and two
VIU student Research Assistants in the MeTA
DH Lab, Nathan Bolton and Seamus Finnerty
Community Collaborator:
President of the Board of Directors at Nanaimo Loaves
and Fishes, Brian Fillmore (BTF Financial Services)
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
OTHER ACTIVITY

Wide Analysis Spectrum Spreadsheet Analysis
and Juxta: comparing West’s the Return of
the Soldier (1918) with John Van Druten’s
dramatic adaptation of the novella (1928)
A descriptive account of a digital object prepared
at the 2016 Digital Humanities Summer
Institute, the University of Victoria.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Director, Innovation Island Technology Association
Innovation Island offers programs and services that
support technology entrepreneurs and companies
looking to start and grow in the mid-Vancouver
Island region, as well as the Sunshine Coast, Gulf
Islands, and Tofino. Services include The BC
Venture Acceleration Program which is a structured
venture development program that helps earlystage entrepreneurs in BC grow their companies.
Offered through regional partners in the
BC Acceleration Network and led by a
dedicated Executive in Residence (EIR), the
program encourages a disciplined approach
to growing a technology company.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Director, Innovation Island Technology
Association, Nanaimo
Innovation Island offers programs and services that
support technology entrepreneurs and companies
looking to start and grow in the mid-Vancouver
Island region, as well as the Sunshine Coast, Gulf
Islands, and Tofino. Services include The BC Venture
Acceleration Program which is a structured venture
development program that helps early-stage
entrepreneurs in BC grow their companies. Offered
through regional partners in the BC Acceleration
Network and led by a dedicated Executive in
Residence (EIR), the program encourages a disciplined
approach to growing a technology company.

continuity will be re-examined using digital humanities
methodologies, with focus on text analysis tools and
“macroanalysis” (also known as “distant reading”). That
is to say, clusters of nineteenth-century novels will be
analyzed using text analysis tools in relation to a specific
test-case. The directed studies aim to generate research
questions, and provide the methodological tools, that will
facilitate independent undergraduate research at VIU.
PROJECT

Integrating Open Source Digital Humanities
Research Tools with The Humanities Curriculum
This project explored a set of open source digital
humanities research tools for integrating with the
humanities curriculum. The project focused on one genre
(modernism), and one novel within this genre (Rebecca
West’s The Return of the Soldier), partly to provide a test
set of humanities data (the genre as a whole) and one
publication instance within that genre (the novel), and
partly because this particular novel was text encoded
in XML in the MeTA DH Lab by VIU student research
assistants, providing a wealth of text analysis research
resources. The open source digital humanities research
tools are (in the first instance, with this list eventually
being expanded): The Intelligent Archive (University of
Newcastle, Australia, Centre for Literary and Linguistic
Computing); AntConc (a corpus analysis toolkit for
concordancing and text analysis); WordHoard (a
powerful philological tool developed by Northwestern
University); Juxta (a tool for comparing and collating
multiple textual witnesses); and Voyant Tools (a web
based set of digital humanities text analysis tools).
RESEARCH PROJECT

PROJECT

Developing Undergraduate Research Opportunities
through the Digital Humanities Curriculum
A project which explores whether undergraduate
research opportunities can be developed through
new curriculum development in the digital
humanities. The first case study is a directed studies
course called Topics in 19th Century Literature:
Literary Continuity, Intertextuality & Macroanalysis.
Drawing upon the MeTA DH Lab and Seminar
for Advanced Studies in the Humanities research
seminar called Theorizing Literary Influence through
the Digital Humanities, the question of literary
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Theorizing Literary Influence through the
Digital Humanities: A Research Seminar
A research seminar supported by The Seminar for
Advanced Studies in the Humanities, VIU, which took
place in the MeTA Digital Humanities Laboratory
at VIU. The seminar provided the background,
theoretical and practical tools for a forthcoming
MeTA DH Lab research project. Papers were
presented by Dr. Lane (Principal Investigator, MeTA
DH Lab), and VIU undergraduate students Melisa
Jones, Lyndsay Church and Persephone Seale.

Dr. Cynthea Masson

OTHER PUBLICATION

BOOK		

Regional history and Vancouver Island
BC Studies, No. 187 (Winter 2015)

The Alchemists’ Council
The Alchemists’ Council (ECW Press, Toronto, 2016)
is the first volume of a fantasy trilogy. Additional
details and book reviews are available here: https://
cyntheamasson.com. As a new Initiate with the
Alchemists’ Council, Jaden is trained to maintain
the elemental balance of the world, while fending
off interference by the malevolent Rebel Branch.
Bees are disappearing from the pages of the ancient
manuscripts in Council dimension and from the
outside world, threatening its very existence.
Jaden navigates alchemy’s complexities, but the
more she learns, the more she begins to question
Council practices. She realizes the Rebel Branch
might not be the enemy she was taught to fight
against. As the Council finds itself at the brink of
war, Jaden must decide where her allegiance lies.

History
Dr. Patrick Dunae
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

A history of student progress reports
(report cards) in BC public schools
Served as faculty advisor for a Master of Arts
thesis on this topic at the University of Victoria.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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A review essay on six books that focus on historical
people, places, and events on Vancouver Island.
The essay suggests that Vancouver Island has a
distinctive personality among the regions of BC,
one that has been shaped in complex ways by
geography and history. Books by Nanaimo-based
authors and historians Margaret Horsfield (Tofino
and Clayoquot Sound: A History), Jan Peterson (Port
Alberni: More Than Just A Mill Town), and Lynne Bowen
(Those Island People) are included in the review.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER PUBLICATION

Review of Schooling in Transition: Readings
in Canadian Educational History
Sara Z. Burke and Patrice Milewski, eds. in BC Studies,
The British Columbian Quarterly, No. 186 (Summer 2015)
A commentary on the contents of this collection
of essays, and on the diminished discipline
of education history in British Columbia’s
research and teaching universities.
WORKSHOP
10-June-2015

Three-Dimensional Modelling of Heritage
Buildings and Historical Urban Landscapes
Conducted a workshop at the 2015 Digital Humanities
Summer Institute at the University of Victoria,
on how to create 3D models of extant heritage
buildings and non-extant urban landscapes, using
archival records (photographs, plans, drawings,
and lithographic views) and SketchUp software.

Dr. Cheryl Warsh

BOOK

ARTICLE

History under the Influence: New Research
on Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco

Letters to Dr Kelsey: Thalidomide and the
Quest for Good Science in the Nuclear Age
Social History of Medicine, submitted
BOARD/COMMITTEE WORK

Chair, Michael L. Warsh Law Corp Prize for
Undergraduate Research Committee
Ongoing committee chair. In 2017, awarded
two prizes to top-ranked students in
Biology and Philosophy respectively.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
BOARD/COMMITTEE WORK

Graduate Advisor, Department of History
Ongoing position. Advising senior History students on
how to apply to graduate and professional programs,
choosing schools, creating successful applications
and research grant applications, choosing advisors.
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Involved First Nations people; Focused on Citizenship
and Civil Society; Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Proceedings of VIU Symposium. Submitted to UBC
Press. Supported by SSHRC Connections Grant
Academic Collaborator:
Professor Dan Malleck, Department of
Health Sciences, Brock University
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC; An
international activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CHAPTER

Universal Health Care as a National Symbol
Book Title: Symbols of Canada Editors: Catherine
Gidney, Michael Dawson and Don Wright in
Progress: An analysis of the significance of
Medicare as a national symbol in Canada
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
23-September-2016

Bridging the Generation Gap: Changes
and Challenges to Volunteerism
Session Chair and Presenter, Zonta 2016 District
8 Governors Seminar, Sept 23, 2016
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

HIST 280 & 281, The U.S. First Ladies:
Gender, Power and Politics
Two new history courses combining the
fields of American Political and Women’s
History. Open to all undergraduates.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Internationalizing courses on the
History of Medicine and Science
With VIU Internationalization Grant,
adapting existing 200 level courses on the
History of Sickness and Health, and History
of Science, for International students.

This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
UNDERGRADUATE THESIS SUPERVISION

Julia Bristow, Arab Women in Popular
Culture: Select Film, Literature and
Advertisements in Historical Context
OTHER ACTIVITY

University Presidential Nomination
Royal Society of Canada
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
BOOK REVIEW

Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Katharine Rollwagen, Professor of History

Review of After the Asylum website for
the Canadian Historical Review

This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society; Focused
on Global Community; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

CONFERENCE PAPER
30-May-2015

OTHER ACTIVITY
05-November-2015

Organizer & Convener, International
Symposium, Alcohol, Drugs and
Tobacco: History, Use and Policy
November 5-7 2015 at VIU, supported
by SSHRC Connections Grant
Academic Collaborators:
Dan Malleck, Professor, History, Brock University;
Greg Marquis, Professor, History, University
of New Brunswick at Saint John
Community Collaborators:
Sponsored by:
SSHRC Connections Grant;
Shaw Cable; Nanaimo Daily News;
Tilray Inc.; University of British Columbia Press;
Wilfrid Laurier University Press
21
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Children and Tobacco: A Snapshot
of the Trial Documents
Historical Reflections on Evidence Produced in the
Blais-Letourneau Trials Symposium, Montreal, QC,
May 2015
Invited to speak to Crown Counsels, Policy Analysts
and members of Health Ministries regarding historical
evidence from the class action lawsuit of the Province
of Quebec vs. Big Three tobacco companies, in
anticipation of future provincial lawsuits.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

PAPER

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Letters to Dr Kelsey: Thalidomide and the
Quest for Good Science in the Nuclear Age

Interview on OZY website, Story of
Menstruation and other Disney Films
August 8, 2016

Arts & Humanities Colloquium, Vancouver
Island University, February 2017, Central
Vancouver Island Retired Physicians Luncheon,
Westwood Lake Tennis Club, April 2017
Nanaimo Historical Society, April 2016
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Executive Director, Western Association
of Women Historians
International scholarly society based in southern
California, with 300 active members. Board
members range from graduate students to
internationally renowned senior scholars.
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Executive Director, Western Association
of Women Historians
Four-year term as executive director of
600-member academic association based
in California, with membership from around
the world. Organizing annual conference to
be held in Davis California in April 2018.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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This Activity:
Focused on Global Community; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Local Arrangements Committee,
International Federation for Research
in Women’s History Conference
Member of Local Arrangements Committee for
international conference held every 5 years,
will be held at Simon Fraser University, with
participation from Vancouver Island University.
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people; Focused on
Global Community; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
PROJECT

Frances Oldham Kelsey, MD, PhD,
From Cobble Hill to the FDA
Ongoing research project collecting & transferring to
VIU the Library of Congress research files of Dr. Frances
Kelsey, crusader against Thalidomide, and preparation of
Dr. Kelsey’s biography. Was part of successful campaign
for Dr. Kelsey to receive the Order of Canada in July.
Research funding includes AMS/ Nova Scotia Health
Research Foundation Grant; VIURAC research grant.
Community Collaborators:
Dr. Frances Kelsey and family, in London,
Ontario, Washington State, and Victoria, BC
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver Island
and Coastal BC; Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

RESEARCH PROJECT

Frances Oldham Kelsey Biography
Ongoing, research student assisted biography and
compilation of records of Dr Frances Oldham Kelsey
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
RESEARCH PROJECT

Marketing Alcohol, Tobacco and Toys to Children
and Assessing Risk in the 20th Century
Major research project analyzing various media,
including advertisements, films, television and
radio programming which was directed to, or
included images or references to youth.
Academic Collaborators:
Professor Katharine Rollwagen,
Department of History, VIU;
Professor Caroline Burnley,
Department of Psychology, VIU;
Professor Ruth Kirson,
Department of Psychology, VIU;
Professor Greg Marquis,
Department of Criminology,
University of New Brunswick;
Professor Lynn Rollison, Faculty of Nursing, VIU
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Involved First Nations people; Focused on Citizenship
and Civil Society; Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada
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Theatre

BOOK

Eliza Gardiner
2016-17

Learning While Playing: a crossdisciplinary theatre games booklet

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
March-April-2017

This handbook is a compilation of 24 games presented
by students in the inaugural iteration of INTR 104
in the fall semester 2016, a fusion of CRIM 103 and
THEA115 that introduces through arts-based curriculum
explanations for anti-social behavior related to psychosociological science. Students experience theory in
this course by using socio-political and participatory
theatre techniques to think deeply about and discuss
the lived experience of individuals in conflict with the
law. Diverse faculty across the disciplines can use this
booklet funded by Vancouver Island University Faculty
Association to facilitate fun and thought-provoking
drama games that will build camaraderie and confidence
while developing communication and observation skills.

Faculty Representative, VIU Board of Governors
The Board of Governors of Vancouver Island
University is empowered by the University Act of
British Columbia. The management, administration
and control of the property, revenue, business
and affairs of the university are vested in the
Board. No remuneration is paid to any member
of the Board of Governors in respect of their
service as a governor. The Board membership
comprises of 15 members as follows:
The Chancellor; the President; two faculty
members elected by the faculty; eight persons
appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council,
two of whom are to be appointed from among
persons nominated by the alumni association;
two students elected by the students; and one
person elected by and from the employees of
the university who are not faculty members.
PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
Director, William Head on Stage production of
Antigone. Director of Prison Theatre Project
featuring cast and crew residents at William Head
Federal Correctional Facility near Victoria, BC. This
rendition of the ancient Greek tragedy Antigone
features an all-male offender cast and crew, as well
as long-time volunteers and mentors, and current
VIU theatre and criminology students who are taking
part as volunteers and for directed studies course
credit. The project features a collaborative approach
on a futuristic version of the classic story about
civil disobedience, corruption of power, and crime
and punishment. William Head on Stage is the only
drama initiative of its kind in Canada; it is an insight
program that uses the performing arts to empower
discussions on social justice issues, prepare inmates
for release, build skills, and reduce recidivism.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

General Manager, TheatreOne
TheatreOne is Nanaimo’s professional theatre company
that entertains, educates and enriches our community
by providing challenging and dynamic professional live
theatre emphasizing contemporary Canadian work.
TheatreOne encourages the creation of new plays
and the development of local playwrights, actors,
designers and technicians, all within the framework
of fiscal integrity. TheatreOne has presented more
than 70 Mainstage plays, and its staged reading series
called Emerging Voices helps playwrights develop new
plays; the Just Kidding series appeals to families and
children of all ages. In addition to its theatre programs,
TheatreOne puts on the popular independent film
series, Fringe Flicks and the annual foodie fundraiser, the
Bite of Nanaimo. Most of TheatreOne’s presentations
are held in the Malaspina Theatre at VIU.

2015/16
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Chair, Federation of Post-Secondary
Educators Human Rights and
International Solidarity Committee
Human Rights and International Solidarity Committee
FPSE members care deeply about equality and
social justice in their working lives, and society at
large. The Human Rights & International Solidarity
Committee works on strategies for achieving
equality in our institutions and in our communities.
This committee also organizes an annual Speaker’s
Tour, inviting leading human rights activists to
our member locals to share their knowledge and
experiences. FPSE representatives receive regular
training and skill-building opportunities, and FPSE’s
Annual General Meeting offers participants an
annual opportunity to explore current rights issues.
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Chair, VIUFA Human Rights and
International Solidarity Committee
VIUFA’s Human Rights and International Solidarity
Committee identifies and publicizes local and
international human rights issues, especially by
inviting individuals and groups to speak to faculty
on campus. We monitor university policies and
procedures and engage the University and regional
campus communities in initiatives and events
that promote diversity, protect equality, prevent
discrimination, and educate on topics of social/
global justice and peace. The HRIS Committee
liaises with campus and community groups to
support issues of mutual interest, and cooperate
towards the preservation and enhancement
of fundamental human rights on our campus,
in our communities, and internationally.
Academic Collaborators:
Cheryl Warsh;
Lynn Wytenbroek;
Clay Armstrong;
Rachel Cooper;
Daniel Simons;
Sonnet L’Abbe;
Ann Rogers

25

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

Community Collaborators:
The HRIS Committee has an annual budget of $1,500,
and this year spent $1,500 on supporting local events
including: Syrian Art Exhibit (Cowichan), Worldbridger
film on non-reg rights, Cinema Politica six-film series
(in partnership with Mid Island Council of Canadians),
Women’s March in collaboration with local advocacy
groups, Nanaimo Global Film Festival, Joseph Mairs
Memorial (Ladysmith), All Our Father’s Relations guest
appearance/film screening, Rights Action advocacy
for mining-harmed people in Guatemala. We also
brought a keynote speaker on the theme “A Call to
Action” to VIU as part of the provincial Federation of
Post-Secondary Educator’s annual Speaker’s Tour.
WORKSHOP

Guest Lecturer
Visited Social Work 200 and upper level Nursing
classes to facilitate Theatre of the Oppressed
‘Rainbow of Desire’ sessions with students.
Academic Collaborators:
Carmen Lavoie, Social Work Department;
Teresa Hannesson, Faculty of Health
and Human Services
WORKSHOP

Guest Lecturer
VIU’s Inside Out program; facilitated participatory
drama session with students and offenders at the
Brannen Lake Provincial Correctional Facility
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Beth McLin, Criminology;
Joanne Falvai, Criminology
WORKSHOP

Guest Lecturer, WorldVIU Days Cultural Couch
Act it Out participatory drama games
session with international students
Academic Collaborator:
Leslie Puska, Faculty of International Education,
Intercultural Program Coordinator

OTHER ACTIVITY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Human rights delegation with CoDevelopment Canada to Free Trade
Zones in Nicaragua and Honduras

General Manager, TheatreOne

Thanks to funding from VIUFA, FPSE and
VIU’s Faculty Study Abroad, traveled on a CoDevelopment Canada 10-member human rights
delegation to visit sweatshops in Latin America.
OTHER ACTIVITY

Presentation for VIU International
Development Week, and VIUFA
Professional Development Barbeque
Free Trade Zones in Nicaragua & Honduras:
Perspectives of Women’s Labour Organizations
Academic Collaborator:
Tanis Dagert, Community Liaison Scholarship,
Research & Creative Activity
Community Collaborators:
CoDevelopment Canada and the Federation
of Post-Secondary Educators

TheatreOne is Nanaimo’s professional theatre company
that entertains, educates and enriches our community
by providing challenging and dynamic professional live
theatre emphasizing contemporary Canadian work.
TheatreOne encourages the creation of new plays
and the development of local playwrights, actors,
designers and technicians, all within the framework
of fiscal integrity. TheatreOne has presented more
than 70 Mainstage plays, and its staged reading series
called Emerging Voices helps playwrights develop new
plays; the Just Kidding series appeals to families and
children of all ages. In addition to its theatre programs,
TheatreOne puts on the popular independent film
series, Fringe Flicks and the annual foodie fundraiser, the
Bite of Nanaimo. Most of TheatreOne’s presentations
are held in the Malaspina Theatre at VIU.

Media Studies/Digital
Media Technology
Robin Davies
CHAPTER

OTHER ACTIVITY

VIU Criminology/Sociology field
school to Arizona USA
Attendance on field school for comparative
study of justice and penal systems, prisons and
jails in BC and Arizona towards research in an
investigation of arts-based programming to reduce
recidivism and build opportunities for justice.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Beth McLin, Criminology;
Joanne Falvai, Criminology ;
Sylvie Lafreniere, Sociology

“Digitization Fundamentals”, Doing Digital
Humanities: Practice, Training, Research
Eds. Constance Crompton, Richard J. Lane, Ray Siemens
Routledge: London, 2016
How to use project goals and dissemination needs
to guide the digitization of analog media.
Academic Collaborator:
Michael Nixon, School of Interactive
Arts & Technology, SFU
PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE

Meridian: A Multimedia Performance Event
Presented at the University of Victoria’s
Cinecenta, June 2015
Academic Collaborators:
Justin McGrail, Professor, Art and Design, VIU;
Kevin Mazutinec, Professor, Art and Design, VIU;
Marian van der Zon, Professor, Media
Studies and Women’s Studies, VIU
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PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE

PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
20-July-2016

meridian.is: Collaborative Performance Research
Greg Bush performing in Ireland
A performance and presentation for VIU’s
Arts & Humanities Colloquium series
Academic Collaborators:
Justin McGrail, Professor, Art and Design, VIU;
Kevin Mazutinec, Professor, Art and Design, VIU;
Marian van der Zon, Professor, Media
Studies and Women’s Studies, VIU
WORKSHOP

Digital Humanities Summer Institute
Facilitated course “Digitisation Fundamentals
and their Application” June, 2015,
University of Victoria (dhsi.org)

Music

Greg Bush performed original compositions
and arrangements for large jazz ensemble in
Belfast Northern Ireland, and Dublin Ireland.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Linley Hamilton, Professor of Music, Ulster University
Community Collaborators:
Irish Jazz musicians
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
19-November-2015

Sinatra: Forever Young

Gregory Bush
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
19-October-2015

VIU Colloquium Series: A Journey in Jazz.
From Inspiration to Performance
On October 19, 2015, assisted by the VIU Jazz
Ensemble, Greg lectured and demonstrated on
the creative process of music composition.
Academic Collaborators:
Greg Bush, the VIU Colloquium Series;
the VIU English department;
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Community Collaborators:
Members of the VIU student Jazz Ensemble
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
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On November 19, 2015 Greg was the musical
director for the show Sinatra: Forever Young
featuring Rob Young with the Arrowsmith Big
band and the Port Theatre in Nanaimo, BC.
Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush
Community Collaborators:
The Arrowsmith Big Band
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning

PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
06-February-2016

PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
22-March-2016

Sinatra: Forever Young

The Greg Bush/Michael Wood Sextet in performance
at Ambrose University, Calgary, Alberta

On Feb 6, 2016 Greg was the musical director
for the show Sinatra: Forever Young featuring
Rob Young with the Arrowsmith Big band and
the Mary Winspear Center in Sidney, BC.

In collaboration with vibraphonist Michael
Wood, Greg performed his original music at a
concert at Ambrose University in Calgary.

Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush

Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush

Community Collaborators:
Rob Young and the Arrowsmith Big Band

Community Collaborators:
Michael Wood;
Pat Belliveau;
Stefano Valdo;
Tyler Hornby;
Ralf Buschmeyer

PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
30-January-2016

The Greg Bush Sextet performing
the music of Greg Bush
On Saturday January 30, 2016, Greg
presented his original music in a concert at
the Little Red Church in Comox, BC.
Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush
Community Collaborators:
Claudio Fantinato;
Dan Craven;
Vagn Moore (VIU student);
Rob Uffen;
Alica Murray
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Global Community

PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
20-August-2015

The Lauren Bush-Luca DiLuzio Quartet
with guest artist Greg Bush
From August 18-20 Greg Bush was the guest soloist
with the Lauren Bush-Luca DiLuzio Quartet in
performances in Milan, Remini and Cesanatico Italy.
Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush
Community Collaborators:
Lauren Bush;
Luca Di Luzio;
Dino Mondello;
Massimo Manzi
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
30-March-2016

WORKSHOP
06-May-2016

VIU presents Bobby Shew in concert with the
VIU Jazz Ensemble directed by Greg Bush

Workshop for the Southpointe
Academy Wind Ensemble

Internationally renowned jazz trumpet virtuoso
Bobby Shew performed with the VIU student
jazz ensemble in a concert on March 30.

Greg was the guest conductor and workshop
facilitator for 30 high school music students
from the Southpointe Academy.

Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush

Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush

Community Collaborators:
The VIU jazz ensemble

Community Collaborators:
Southpointe Academy

This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Global Community

This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning

WORKSHOP
21-March-2016

Rockyview School District Jazz
Festival, Calgary, Alberta
Greg was an adjudicator and guest soloist at the
Rockyview Jazz Festival in Calgary Alberta.
Academic Collaborator:
Greg Bush
Community Collaborators:
High school students from the
Rockyview school district
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Global Community
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Faculty of Education
Education

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
15-November-2015

Teresa Farrell

“Moving from a traditional to an inquiry-based
teacher education program; one instructor’s
experience” 2015: Symposium: Scholarly Teaching
and Learning in Post-Secondary Education

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-June-2106

“Interrogating Our Practice” Canadian Society
of the Study of Education paper presentation
Congress 2016 Society for the
Humanities and Social Sciences
Through performance and spoken word, this session
embodied encounters between, within and among
participants, themselves, classrooms, community
and colleagues through stories of being and
becoming within a shifting curricular construct.
The purpose of this session was to raise questions
about how teacher educators, walk the talk of
their curricular intentions through a counterpoint
of consonance and dissonance. Articulated within
the frames of VIU’s changing teacher education
program, the department’s commitment to
honouring indigenous perspectives, BC’s new
curriculum, and curriculum theory’s interpretive
stance, they explored intrapersonal spaces, places
and tensions, and comment on the intersections
of these mono/dialogues with one another. By
embodying encounters and conversations in dialogic
performance, participants sought to acknowledge
the spaces between each other, and between
intention and action, that challenge a possibility
of transformation of self and curriculum.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Mary Ann Richards, Vancouver Island University
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At VIU, the Faculty of Education has redesigned the last
semester of the post-baccalaureate and the Bachelor
of Education program to incorporate an inquiry-based
learning format. The purpose of this presentation was
to outline the design of VIU’s inquiry-based pre-service
teacher education program and to share the experience
from one instructor’s perspective. Presentation
participants were introduced to the model that
Vancouver Island University is using as well what benefits
and challenges of implementing an inquiry-based
program as experienced by this instructor. Participants
were then asked to examine their own contexts
for possible opportunities to incorporate inquiry.
Together the presenter and participants discussed
the possibilities, value and challenges of engaging in
an inquiry model compared to a traditional model of
delivery. As well as possible strategies for incorporating
elements of inquiry into a traditional classroom.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
31-May-2016

“Using Comic Improvisation to Build Awareness and
Skills for Generative Dialogue” Canadian Society for
the Study of Education multi paper presentation
Congress 2016 of the Humanities and Social
Sciences in Calgary, May 2016
This session presented an unpublished paper on a
research study on Using Comic Improvisation to Build
Skills for Generative Dialoguem, which was the topic
of Teresa Farrell’s doctoral dissertation. This session
included an overview of the study and highlighted
the characteristics of generative dialogue specifically
relating to comic improvisation. There was also an
interactive portion where participants were led through
a number of comic improvisation exercises to gain
an experiential understanding of these connections.
The major findings and themes that arose from the
research study were outlined and briefly discussed.

Paige Fisher

CHAPTER

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
10-June-2017

Imagining Pedagogical Relations through
Partnerships in British Columbia. Chapter
in Poortman & Brown (2017 in press)

Board Member, Nanaimo Aboriginal Center

Networks for learning: effective collaboration for
‘teacher, school and system improvement’

This Board meets monthly to discuss issues around
community-based supports and education for
urban Aboriginal youth in the Nanaimo area.
Community Collaborators:
Chris Beaton, Executive Director,
Nanaimo Aboriginal Centre;
Lawrence Tarasoff, Superintendent,
School District # 84, Gold River
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
15-June-2017

Rural Education Advisory Board Member
This advisory group meets 3-5 times each year
to discuss issues involving rural education in
British Columbia. The group included school
superintendents from 12 rural school districts,
Ministry of Education personnel and representatives
from 4 British Columbia universities.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

31

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

This book chapter describes the process and results
of a collaborative research study into the impacts of
in situ/ site-embedded teacher education that has
been undertaken as a collaboration between three
faculties of education in British Columbia and the
Ministry of Education. The main focus of the chapter
is on the formation of professional learning networks
as a tool to support education transformation.
Academic Collaborators:
Leyton Schnellert, Assistant Professor, Faculty of
Education, University of British Columbia Okanagan;
Kathy Sanford, Professor, Faculty of
Education, University of Victoria
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
05-May-2017

Developing Professional Capital in
Professional Learning Networks
Conference presentation at ICSEI (International
Congress for School Effectiveness and
Improvement) in Ottawa, Ontario.
Academic Collaborators:
Floor Binkhorst, University of Twente, Netherlands;
Andrea Barraugh, University of California, San Diego;
Leyton Schnellert, University of
British Columbia Okanagan;
Cindy Poortman, University of Twente, Netherlands;
Chris Brown, UCL Institute of Education, London, UK

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
29-May-2017

GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION
30-April-2017

Imagining Pedagogical Relations through
Partnerships in British Columbia

Master’s of Educational Leadership
Graduate Student Supervision

Conference presentation at Canadian Society
for the Study of Education: Canadian Association
for Teacher Education SIG. This presentation
focused on an ongoing collaboration involving
innovative models of teacher education with
colleagues from the University of Victoria and
University of British Columbia Okanagan.

Facilitated research/project coaching and final
supervision for 10 Master’s of Educational Leadership
students - Uma Sharma, Louise Kenning, Jacob Martens,
Julia Jacobs, Shirley White, Christine Goncalves, Jill
Kitching, Cecile Poulin, Naomi Radawiec, Maryam Salari.

Academic Collaborators:
Leyton Schnellert, University of
British Columbia Okanagan;
Kathy Sanford, University of Victoria
Community Collaborators:
School District #68, Nanaimo/Ladysmith;
School District #69, Parksville/Qualicum;
School District #79, Cowichan
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
10-January-2017

This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
OTHER ACTIVITY
24-April-2017

International Field School Leader
Lead a group of three pre-service teachers on an
international field school in India from April 24May 25th. Activities included visiting pre-service
teachers at Chitkara University, Punjab, and practice
teaching at the GEMS (gems-school.org ) school
in Uttarakhand, and at Chitkara International
School (www.chitkaraschool.in) in Punjab.

Partnerships for Transformative Education
Conference presentation at ICSEI 2017, Ottawa
(International Congress for School Effectiveness
and Improvement). This session offered
participants an opportunity to explore aspects
of the partnerships necessary to support
systemic transformation of K-12 Education.
Academic Collaborators:
Leyton Schnellert, Faculty of Education,
University of British Columbia Okanagan;
Debbie Koehn, Faculty of Education,
University of Northern British Columbia;
MaryLynn Epps, Faculty of Education,
Vancouver Island University
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Academic Collaborator:
Sangeeta Pant, Faculty of Education,
Chitkara University, India
Community Collaborator:
Lori McFadyen, Head of School, Garwhal
English Medium School, India
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
15-March-2017

RESEARCH PROJECT
31-August-2016

Post-Secondary Partner, BC Rural and Multi-Grade
Teachers Association: BC Innovations Partnership

3 Campus Communities of Pedagogical Inquiry

The BC Innovations Partnership
(k12innovation.ca/) was designed to support the
development of new programs and approaches
to teaching and learning to help students and
teachers succeed. The Rural and Multi-Grade
Teachers Association’s project was designed
to explore the benefits and challenges of
multi-grade learning environments.
Community Collaborators:
BC Rural and Multi-Grade Teachers Association
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
15-March-2016

Post-Secondary Partner for Gulf Islands School
District: BC Innovations Partnerships
The BC Innovations Partnership
(k12innovation.ca) was designed to support
the development of new programs and
approaches to teaching and learning to help
students and teachers succeed. The Gulf Islands
project focused on exploring student, teacher
and community perspectives on changes
to Communicating Student Learning in the
Gulf Islands school district. The role of
post-secondary partner is intended to
support districts in designing explorations
into the impacts of their innovations.
Community Collaborators:
Gulf Islands School District, # 64
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Research project funded by the British Columbia
Ministry of Education to explore transformational
impacts of using in situ teacher education to
support transformation in K-12 Education.
Academic Collaborators:
Leyton Schnellert, University of
British Columbia, Okanagan;
Kathy Sanford, University of Victoria
Community Collaborators:
School District # 68 Nanaimo/Ladysmith;
School District # 69 Parksville/Qualicum;
School District # 79 Cowichan
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
WORKSHOP
22-May-2017

Activating Student Interest & Engagement
Facilitated a full faculty workshop on student
engagement at Chitkara International School,
Chandigarh, India. This workshop was focused
on research-based strategies to improve student
achievement and engagement for learners of all ages.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

WORKSHOP
25-October-2017

ARTICLE
05-May-2015

“Seminar on Principles of Effective
Learning Environments”

“Physics Students’ Social Media Learning
Behaviours and Connectedness”

Invited lecturer for Chitkara University’s 8th
Global Week, Chandigarh, India. This activity
involved joining a team of 32 professors from
universities all over the world. Contributors
were invited to facilitate a 20-hour seminar on a
topic of choice related to our expertise to offer
to students at Chitkara University. The Global
Week also involved various tours and seminars
related to Chitkara University and Indian culture.
Community Collaborators:
Sangeeta Pant, Dean, Faculty of
Education, Chitkara University
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Dr. Rachel Moll
ARTICLE
05-May-2016

“Development and Validation of a Social
Media and Science Learning Survey”
International Journal of Science Education, Part B
Academic Collaborator:
Nielsen, W.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

34

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

International Journal of Digital Literacy and
Digital Competence, 6(2), 16-35.
Academic Collaborators:
Nielsen, W.;
Linder, C.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
01-September-2015

“Physics Students’ Social Media Learning
Behaviours and Connectedness”
Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Advisory Committee
Graduate Programs Advisory Committee Research
and Scholarly Activity Strategic Research
Plan Steering Committee (SSHRC) Awards
Committee Council of Teaching and Learning.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-June-2015

Breaking Barriers in teacher education
A paper presented at the Annual Meeting
of the Canadian Society for the Study
of Education, Ottawa, ON.
Academic Collaborators:
Cox, R.;
Cruickshanks, N.;
Kroeker, L.;
Sandland, R

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-October-2016

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-June-2015

Changing the use of social media tools by
preservice primary teachers for teaching science

Development and validation of a social
media and science learning survey

A paper presented at the Annual World Conference
on Mobile and Contextual Learning, Sydney, Australia.

A paper presented at the Annual Meeting
of the Canadian Society for the Study
of Education, Ottawa, ON.

Academic Collaborators:
Nielsen, W.;
Rezzaaee A. H.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-January-2017

Collaboration for innovation: Implementing
inquiry into a teacher education program
Presented at Annual Meeting of the International
Congress for School Effectiveness and
Improvement, Ottawa, ON. January 2017.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-June-2016

Development and validation of a social
media and science learning survey
A paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Canadian Society for the
Study of Education. Calgary, AB.
Academic Collaborator:
Nielsen, W.

Academic Collaborator:
Nielsen, W.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-July-2015

“Exploring Social Media use in Preservice
Teachers’ Science Teaching”
International Conference for Science Educators
and Teachers, Bangkok, Thailand
Academic Collaborators:
Nielsen, W.;
Hoban, G.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-June-2015

“Interpreting the Experience of International
Field Placements in Initial Teacher Education”
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society for
the Study of Education, Ottawa, ON
Academic Collaborator:
Riedel, M.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
01-May-2016

“What are we afraid of? Peer observation
for reflective practice”
Vancouver Island University Teaching and Learning
Symposium, Nanaimo, BC, May 2016
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GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION
30-May-2016

Sport, Health & Physical Education

Master’s of Educational Leadership
Thesis Supervision

Rick Bevis

Deanna Littlejohn, Transformational leadership,
communication modalities, and e-learner satisfaction
Jelena Dyer, Discovering grit: Getting
gritty about making students grittier
Kerri Boland, School-community
collaborations through the lens of place-based
education: Benefits and challenges.
MaryAnn Gillis, Pourquoi anglais? Teachers’
perspectives and practices: The use of English
in the French immersion classroom.
Paul Mottershead, Faculty members’ perspectives
on issues stemming from lack of government funding
(constrained budgets) and on possible solutions.
Simmy Mukhija, Digital citizenship: Student perceptions
of the effectiveness of a digital citizenship intervention.
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION
15-September-2016

The matter of experience: Understanding good
teaching in an international field placement
Marian Riedel, EdD thesis, University of
British Columbia, Committee member

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Mental Training Program
Development and delivery of mental training
programs for emerging elite athletes. Partner
agencies include Pacificsport-Vancouver
Island and Comox Valley Aquatic Club.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Community Coach and Administrator
Provided coaching and administrative leadership
for the Mariners Volleyball Club and the
Vancouver Island Beach Volleyball Club.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Volleyball BC - High Performance
Chair of the Volleyball BC High Performance
Committee. Responsible for all Provincial Team
programs - elite athlete and coaching development.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
30-May-2016

Dr. Guy Le Masurier

Reviewer

ARTICLE
23-October-2015

Studies in Higher Education The Physics Teacher
Physical Review Physics Education Research.

Conference Presentation: Developing Physical
Literacy in Secondary Physical Education
This presentation was delivered at the Physical
Education British Columbia (PEBC) conference
at Douglas College. The presentation focused on
how physical educators engaging adolescents in
self-management activities that help them become
independent learners, participants, and consumers
of fitness, health, and wellness information.
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Kristin Wiens (left), Rachel Reynolds, conference organizer Dr. Rachel Moll, Breanne Quist, and Louise Panziera were happy to contribute to the
2016 Master’s of Education Research Conference on March 5.

VIU’s Master’s Of Education
Students Change The Way
We Look At Learning
March 16, 2016 - 3:00pm

Master’s of Education Research Conference highlights graduate student projects
Vancouver Island University (VIU) Master’s
of Education graduate students are designing
groundbreaking mentorship programs in schools,
proposing curricula that develop ‘grit’ in children
while reducing bullying, and inventing award winning
Internet-use security protocols that protect children
by ensuring online access in schools is safe.
The range of issues that were presented at the
Master’s of Education Research Conference on
March 5 were as varied as they were impactful.
While students presented their research to over
80 delegates in break-out sessions throughout
the day, four keynote speakers, all VIU Master’s
of Education alumni, opened the conference by
talking about how the work they did on their
thesis carried over into their professional life.
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Keynote speaker and VIU alumna Kristin Wiens is
the curriculum coordinator for the Sooke School
District. She returned to VIU to talk about the
picture book she created that formed the centerpiece
of her master’s work on mindfulness. The book,
called My Gratitude Jar, was published in 2014.
“My thesis advisor, professor Gail Krivel-Zacks, gave
an enthusiastic ‘yes’ when I asked if I could create a
picture book and the materials to support it for my
thesis. The whole concept formed around introducing
mindfulness to elementary school children. She
supported the idea and encouraged me to build a
movement behind it, and so that’s what I did,” said Wiens.
“It was delightful how VIU embraced my creativity.
That made my engagement in my thesis work so much
more meaningful for me. I loved my project when I was

VIU’s Master’s Of Education Students Change The Way We Look At Learning Cont.
in school and I love that afterwards it is still a huge
part of my life - and I have VIU to thank for that.”
Along with My Gratitude Jar Wiens submitted a stopmotion animation, a graphic recording, a strategic
plan, a comic strip, a picture book, an art journal and
much more throughout her Master’s of Education in
Special Education. She is now travelling to schools
throughout the province to present at assemblies and
libraries and to talk to teachers about mindfulness.
“Research shows that practicing mindfulness can
help reduce stress, improve concentration and
help people to live healthier lives. We introduce
elementary school students to concepts that will
bring mindfulness into their everyday lives. We
teach breathing techniques to calm the busy mind,
and we ask teachers to introduce students to the
gratitude concept. What we’ve found is they are
taking the idea and running with it,” said Wiens.
“For example in one school they made a gratitude
tree. The whole school would then write on a
butterfly what they were grateful for and they put
those on the tree throughout the year. Each class
would then read from the tree once a week. In
another, students are keeping gratitude journals.
We are seeing schools building their community
around a core of being grateful and it is inspiring.”
Breanne Quist has a Bachelor of Education degree
and an Online Learning and Teaching graduate
diploma from VIU. She graduated from the VIU
Master’s of Educational Leadership program
in January, 2015. Her keynote address at the
conference was called Building the Privacy Compass
to Help Teachers Navigate Challenging Digital
Terrain. Quist’s talk was based on her final Master’s
project which resulted in a comprehensive website
designed to help teachers and parents navigate
privacy issues related to the Internet and social
media. In 2015 she gained national recognition
when she was nominated for the prestigious Ernest
C. Manning Innovation Award for her work.
“I was at a conference in Ontario and voiced some of
my concerns and was told to go live in a cave because
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I was too worried about student privacy,” said Quist.
“I strongly disagreed. What I was saying is you have
to have informed consent - you can’t just say ‘our
students can use the Internet’ which is the policy
in Ontario and many other places. Parents need to
be asking what are kids doing on the Internet and
teachers need to be informed. The Internet is a vast
place, how can you be sure they are being safe?”
Throughout the day student research was presented
on topics ranging from how teachers can inspire
passion and perseverance in students to achieve
their long term goals to the impacts of reduced
government funding on teaching outcomes and the
use of English in French Immersion classrooms.
VIU professor and Chair of Graduate Studies in the
Faculty of Education, Dr. Rachel Moll, organizes the
Master’s of Education Research Conference. After
five years of holding the conference she says the
depth and breadth of discussion that takes place
among educators at the event continues to inspire.
“We hold this conference to not only celebrate
the research being done by our students but to
show the incredible impact they are having across
a vast range of educational fields,” said Moll.
“For me personally, it makes me proud to see our
students present to a large audience and be challenged
to debate their conclusions with educators who are
truly interested in what they are working on. Through
their research students propose and explore new
ways to approach some of the most challenging
issues that educators currently face and the solutions
they come up with often lead to long term, positive
changes in our local school districts and beyond.”
For more information about Breanne Quist’s Privacy
Compass go to: breannequist.weebly.com/
To learn more about Kristin Wiens’s My
Gratitude Jar go to: northstarpaths.com/
To find out more about VIU’s Master of
Education programs go to: ow.ly/ZvQ8d

Faculty of Health & Human Services
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Leigh Blaney

Committee Member - Canadian Federation of Mental
Health Nurses (CFMHN) Education committee

ARTICLE
01-October-2015

Resilience and health promotion in high
risk professions: A pilot study of firefighters
in Canada and the United Kingdom.
The International Journal of Interdisciplinary
Organizational Studies 10(2), 23-32. Study design:
cross sectional, mixed methods; qualitative
theoretical drive supplemented with quantitative
measures: compared/contrasted Canadian & UK
firefighters’ phenomenological experiences with
stress & resilience. Outcomes: diverse definitions
of resilience, reflecting complexity of resilience
concept, highlighting commonalities across both
countries; range of reactions to critical incidents in
1 or more domains: emotional, cognitive, physical,
behavioural, and ‘spiritual’; diverse strategies
used to cope with stress reactions; ‘talking’ about
incident/reactions/coping mechanisms is most
helpful; personal & organizational attributes assist in
managing stress in fire service culture; & articulates
health promoting resilience-building strategies.
Study recommendations: utilizing health promotion
lens, offers guidance for planning, & responding
to, traumatic events in high-risk professions.
and comment on the intersections of these
mono/dialogues with one another. By embodying
encounters and conversations in dialogic
performance, participants sought to acknowledge
the spaces between each other, and between
intention and action, that challenge a possibility
of transformation of self and curriculum.
Academic Collaborator:
Vivienne Brunsden - Principal Lecturer in Psychology,
Head of the Emergency Services Research Unit,
Course Leader MSc Psychological Wellbeing
& Mental Health, Division of Psychology,
Nottingham Trent University,
Nottingham, United Kingdom
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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Mandated to develop, implement, and
evaluate an education plan for the
CFMHN; 2011-ongoing. Primary project over past 4
years was to revise the Federation’s position on Mental
Health and Addiction Curriculum in Undergraduate
Nursing Education in Canada resulting in a position
paper that was foundational to the Canadian
Association of Schools of Nursing competency
framework on mental health addictions curriculum
in Canadian undergraduate nursing programs. The
CFMHN Education committee’s document can
be found at: www.cfmhn.ca/positionpapers
Academic Collaborators:
Arlene Kent-Wilkinson, RN, CPMHN(C), BSN,
MN, PhD Associate Professor, College of
Nursing, University of Saskatchewan;
Marlee Groening, RN, BSN, MSN Lecturer,
Undergraduate Advisor, School of Nursing, University
of British Columbia (UBC), Vancouver, BC;
Elaine Santa Mina, RN, BA, BAAN, MSc,
PhD Associate Director, Daphne Cockwell
School of Nursing, Ryerson University;
Carmen Rodrigue, RN, CPMHN(C), BScN, MSc Advanced
Practice Nurse, Nursing Professional Practice, Bruyere
Continuing Care, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Ottawa, ON;
Carmen Hust, RN, MScN, PhD (c)Nursing
Professor, Algonquin College
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Task-force member
Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN)
in collaboration with the Canadian Federation of
Mental Health Nurses (CFMHN) – mandated to
develop competencies and indicators for integration
of mental health content into undergraduate
nursing programs (8211) Nov. 2014-April 2016.
Academic Collaborators:
Too many to list - please see the Mental Health
and Addictions in Undergraduate Education in
Canada competency document on the CASN
website: www.casn.ca/education/mentalhealth-and-addiction-education

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Dancing with the devil: A theory of
resilience in volunteer firefighters

Firefighter resilience: An interdisciplinary pilot study

Poster presentation at the Looking Back, Looking
Forward: Marking 20 years of Fire Related Research,
Development, and Innovation (RE16) conference,
Birmingham, England: November 15
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. David Wilde, Lecturer/Senior Lecturer,
School of Social Sciences, Department of
Psychology, Nottingham Trent University, UK;
Dr. Rowena Hill, Senior Lecturer School of
Social Sciences, Department of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UKMs;
Vivienne Brunsden, Senior Lecturer School
of Social Sciences, Department of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UK
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

De-stigmatization of mental illness and
addiction: Increased content needed in
undergraduate nursing curricula
Kent-Wilkinson, A., Blaney, L., Groening, M.,
Santa Mina, E., Rodrigo., &Ustic. (2017)
Oral presentation at the Western & NorthWestern Region Canadian Association of Schools
of Nursing (WNRCASN). The edge of tomorrow:
Perspectives, pedagogy, and possibilities for
nursing education. Victoria, BC: February 17.
Academic Collaborators:
Arlene Kent-Wilkinson, RN, CPMHN(C),
BSN, MN, PhD Associate Professor, College
of Nursing, University of Saskatchewan;
Marlee Groening, RN, BSN, MSN Lecturer,
Undergraduate Advisor, School of Nursing,
University of British Columbia (UBC), Vancouver, BC;
Elaine Santa Mina, RN, BA, BAAN, MSc,
PhD Associate Director, Daphne Cockwell
School of Nursing, Ryerson University;
Carmen Rodrigue, RN, CPMHN(C), BScN,
MSc Advanced Practice Nurse, Nursing
Professional Practice, Bruyere Continuing
Care, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Ottawa, ON;
Carmen Hust, RN, MScN, PhD (c)Nursing
Professor, Algonquin College
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Oral presentation at the Pathways to Resilience III - Beyond
Nature vs. Nurture conference, Halifax, Canada: June 2015.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Firefighter resilience: The journey from
research to action - pearls and pitfalls
Oral presentation at the Looking Back, Looking
Forward: Marking 20 years of Fire Related Research,
Development, and Innovation (RE16) conference,
Birmingham, England: November 15.
Community Collaborators:
Geoff Spriggs, Assistant Chief, Langford Fire Rescue
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Resilience in Canadian and United
Kingdom firefighters: A pilot study
Oral presentation at the International Disaster Psychosocial
(DPS) conference, Vancouver, Canada: March 2016.
Community Collaborators:
Geoff Spriggs, Assistant Chief, Langford Fire Rescue
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Walking where the devil dances: a pilot study of
firefighter resilience in Canada and the UK
Oral presentation at the British Psychological Society
Annual Conference, Liverpool, England: May 2015.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Rowena Hill, Principal Lecturer, School
of Social Sciences, Division of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UK
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

OTHER PUBLICATION

Working where the devil dances: A theory
of resilience in volunteer firefighters

Canadian Federation of Mental Health Nurses
(CFMHN): CFMHN’s 3rd position paper 2016:
Mental health and addiction curriculum in
undergraduate nursing education in Canada.

Oral presentation at the International
Disaster Psychosocial (DPS) conference,
Vancouver, Canada: March 2016.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. David Wilde, Lecturer/Senior Lecturer,
School of Social Sciences, Department of
Psychology, Nottingham Trent University, UK;
Dr. Rowena Hill, Senior Lecturer School of
Social Sciences, Department of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UKMs;
Vivienne Brunsden, Senior Lecturer School
of Social Sciences, Department of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UK
OTHER PUBLICATION

Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing &
Canadian Federation of Mental Health Nurses
(2015). Entry-to-practice mental health and
addiction competencies for undergraduate
nursing education. Ottawa, ON: Author
Member of the taskforce that developed
national competencies for mental health
addiction in undergraduate nursing
programs in Canada. Document available
at: www.cfmhn.ca/positionpapers
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Kent-Wilkinson, A., Blaney, L., Groening, M., Santa Mina,
Erodium, C., & Hust, C. (2016). CFMHN’s 3rd position
paper 2016: Mental health and addiction curriculum in
undergraduate nursing education in Canada. Prepared by
members of the Canadian Federation of Mental Health
Nurses’ Education Committee. Toronto, ON: CFMHN.
Retrieved from www.cfmhn.ca/positionpapers
Academic Collaborators:
Arlene Kent-Wilkinson, RN, CPMHN(C), BSN,
MN, PhD Associate Professor, College of
Nursing, University of Saskatchewan;
Marlee Groening, RN, BSN, MSN Lecturer,
Undergraduate Advisor, School of Nursing, University
of British Columbia (UBC), Vancouver, BC;
Elaine Santa Mina, RN, BA, BAAN, MSc,
PhD Associate Director, Daphne Cockwell
School of Nursing, Ryerson University;
Carmen Rodrigue, RN, CPMHN(C), BScN, MSc Advanced
Practice Nurse, Nursing Professional Practice, Bruyere
Continuing Care, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Ottawa, ON;
Carmen Hust, RN, MScN, PhD (c)Nursing
Professor, Algonquin College

OTHER PUBLICATION

WORKSHOP

Where the devil dances: A constructivist grounded
theory of resilience in volunteer firefighters

Integrated service delivery: the Canadian perspective

Doctoral thesis

Oral presentation at the Congress for Reimaging the Emergency Services: From Integrated
Governance to Integrated Service Delivery,
Birmingham, England: November 16.

Rationale: Underrepresented in the literature
volunteer firefighters face intermittent & intense
work-related stressors; overall, they to maintain
their mental health. Methodology & methods:
Constructivist grounded theory (CGT) engaging
purposive sample of firefighters from a volunteer
fire rescue service (FRS) in Canada; conducted indepth interviews, & analyzed the data using CGT
methodologies. Findings: Insights into resilience
of firefighters; demonstrates that resilience is
multidimensional, complex, dynamic, and contextual.
Asserts there are 6 concepts that inter-relate
to construct resilience: relationships, personal
resources, meaning-making, leadership, culture, and
knowledge. Uniquely this theory links all components
together within a single theory of resilience.
Extant theories/models are linear; this
theory is multidimensional more patently
representing the complex nature of resilience.
Offers concrete strategies for integration of
theory into policies and actions in high risk
professions. Implications: volunteer firefighters,
career firefighters & other emergency service,
disaster & humanitarian aid workers.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. David Wilde, Lecturer/Senior Lecturer,
School of Social Sciences, Department of
Psychology, Nottingham Trent University, UK;
Dr. Rowena Hill, Senior Lecturer School of
Social Sciences, Department of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UKMs;
Vivienne Brunsden, Senior Lecturer School
of Social Sciences, Department of Psychology
Nottingham Trent University, UK
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Community Collaborator:
Geoff Spriggs, Assistant Chief, Langford Fire Rescue
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Shannon Dames
ARTICLE

Sense of Coherence, a Worthy Factor Toward Nursing
Student and New Graduate Satisfaction with Nursing,
Goal Setting Affinities, and Coping Tendencies
Nursing student readiness for practice is a relevant topic
for educators aimed to ready students for a difficult
practice environment, and healthcare employers
challenged with the high attrition rates of new graduates.
The literature suggests that stressors toward burnout
may begin in the undergraduate setting with student
nurses experiencing feelings of burnout being at
significantly higher risk of leaving their position.
The study was a cross-sectional survey using
quantitative and qualitative methods. Data was
obtained from 51 Baccalaureate nursing students
in their final 4th year class. Results demonstrated a
significant relationship between a sense of coherence
with satisfaction in nursing as a career choice, with
those scoring higher sense of coherence also reporting
high levels of satisfaction. Conversely, those who
regularly use substances to cope with stress were
more likely to have lower sense of coherence scores.
Students wanted more curriculum on self-awareness,
coping skill development, and goal ownership.
Academic Collaborators:
Shannon Dames, Principle Investigator;
Stephan Javorski, Statistical Analysis
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Teresa Hannesson

ARTICLE

ARTICLE

Discerning success of Indigenous health
students in community-based programs

Clinical Faculty Management of the
Challenges of Being a Guest in Clinical
Settings: An Exploratory Study
Journal of Nursing Education, 55(2), 2016 pages 91-95
The aim of this research was to uncover clinical
faculty’s perspectives of what supports and what
hinders their ability to foster student learning
in the clinical area. A key finding of this research
was the importance that clinical faculty give to
developing relationships with students, clinical
staff and other faculty as a means of leveraging
student learning. Furthermore, this study provided
insight into how clinical faculty use their personal
social capital to provide a sense of belonging for
their students and themselves. This research
was supported by VIU Research Award.
Academic Collaborators:
Sherry Dahlke, RN, BSN, MSN, PhD
Faculty of Nursing University of Alberta;

In Quality Advancement of Nursing Education
Journal, 2(2), 1-19. Based on Masters of Science
in Nursing Education Thesis Research Study.
Academic Collaborators:
Astle, Barbara, RN, PhD, Associate Professor, Bachelor
of Science in Nursing, Trinity Western University;
Grypma, Sonya, RN, PhD, Dean, Bachelor of
Science in Nursing, Trinity Western University;
Voyageur, Evelyn, RN, PhD, First Nations
Elder in Residence, North Island College
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people
ARTICLE

Factors that Influence Bystander
CPR: A Narrative Review
(In press). International Journal of Current Research (2017).

Marti Harder
ARTICLE

Cultural Competence as a Nurse Educator
in Qatar: A Narrative Review
In progress.
Academic Collaborators:
Johnson, Jessie, RN, PhD, Associate Professor, Master
of Science in Nursing, University of Calgary Qatar;
MacDonald, Cathy, RN, PhD, Associate Dean,
School of Nursing, Saint Francis Xavier University;
Carragher, Rianne, RN, NP, Nursing
Instructor, Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
University of Calgary Qatar;
Oliver, Linda, RN, MA, Nursing Instructor, Bachelor
of Science in Nursing, Nunavut Arctic College
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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Academic Collaborators:
Carragher, Rianne, RN, NP, Nursing Instructor, Bachelor
of Science in Nursing, University of Calgary Qatar;
Johnson, Jessie, RN, PhD, Associate Professor, Master
of Science in Nursing, University of Calgary Qatar
ARTICLE

Undone: A Narrative of Family Caregiving
in Severe Mental Illness
In progress.
Academic Collaborators:
Pseudonym not yet created (for confidentiality
in relation to the topic of the article)

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

OTHER ACTIVITY

Discerning Success of Indigenous Health
Students in Community-based Programs

Exploring best practices for patient teaching and use
of nitroglycerin protocol for stable angina patients

Presentation at Indigenous Adult Higher Learning
Association AGM & Conference, Vancouver, BC, 2015

This systematic review is exploring a variety of
sources to discover what the best practice is when
teaching patients about nitroglycerin administration
while living with angina. This was a multidisciplinary
project to learn best practices that will enhance the
pharmacology, physiological and teaching knowledge
for Bachelor of Science to nursing students.

Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Barbara Astle, RN, PhD, Associate
Professor, Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
Trinity Western University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Discerning Success of Indigenous Health
Students in Community-based Programs
Presentation at Western & Northern Region
Canadian of Schools of Nursing Annual
Conference, Saskatoon, SK, 2016

Academic Collaborators:
Brenda Lane, Nursing professor,
Vancouver Island University;
Marti Harder, Nursing Professor,
Vancouver Island University;
Tina Pereza-Rolls, Nursing Professor,
Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborator:
Rachel Edey, Pharmacist, Vancouver
Island Health Authority
OTHER ACTIVITY

Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Barbara Astle, RN, PhD, Associate
Professor, Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
Trinity Western University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Involved First Nations people

Reviewed textbook for BSN and LPN programs
Official Textbook Reviewer: Lilley, L. Pharmacology for
Canadian Health Care Practice, 3rd Edition, (2016).

Piera Jung
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Making Connections: How the creation of meaning
facilitates deeper learning in nursing students
Western and North-Western Region Canadian
Association of Schools of Nursing Conference, Victoria,
BC, Feb. 2017. The Edge of Tomorrow: Perspectives,
Pedagogy, and Possibilities for Nursing Education
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Brenda Lane
ARTICLE
01-April-2017

Publication
Collaborated in research project and publication:
Rohatinsky, N., Chachula, K., Compton, R. M.,
Sedgwick, M., Press, M., Lane, B. (2017). Nursing
Student Preference for Block Versus Non-Block
Clinical Models. Journal of Nursing Education, 56
(3). p.152-157. Four schools of nursing participated
in this descriptive exploratory study examining
student preference for clinical model. Non-block
clinical practice is preferred by students with respect
to a balanced lifestyle, concurrent integration
of theory and practice, and critical reflection,
whereas the block model is preferred for
assimilation, consolidation, and socialization. Authors
concluded that integration of both clinical models
is recommended within undergraduate nursing
curricula as each model can facilitate student learning.
ARTICLE
01-April-2017

Publication
Published article entitled: “Devastating Pancreatitis:
Getting Back to Basics” in the Education Corner
of the Canadian Association of Medical Surgical
Nurses newsletter February 2017, highlighting a
case study with review of pathophysiology, clinical
manifestations, assessments and interventions.
Community Collaborators:
Canadian Association of Medical Surgical Nurses

ARTICLE
20-March-2017

Writing Research Manuscript
Collaborated in research project and writing manuscript
for publication on instructor preference for block versus
non-block clinical models and in which year of the
program would each model be best suited. Five schools of
nursing participated in this descriptive exploratory study
examining instructor’s preference for clinical model.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Rohatinsky Assistant Professor, College
of Nursing, University of Saskatchewan;
Dr. Compton and Dr. Press Faculty, School
of Nursing Saskatchewan Polytechnic;
Ms. Chachula Assistant Professor, Faculty of Health
Sciences, Department of Nursing, Brandon University;
Dr. Sedgwick, Associate Professor, Faculty
of Health Sciences, University of Lethbridge;
Ms. Lane, Professor, Bachelor of Science in
Nursing, Vancouver Island University
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
25-September-2015

Medical-Surgical Certification
Examination Committee Member
Serving a 6-year term as a member of the Canadian
Nurses Association Medical-Surgical Certification
Examination Committee responsible for item-writing,
finalizing exam, consultation, standards, and setting
pass grade. Additionally, monthly meetings for the
Certification Practice Advisory Committee.
Community Collaborators:
Canadian Nurses Association;
National Nurses Associations Network
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community
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BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
01-January-2017

President of Canadian Association
of Medical Surgical Nurses
Commenced 2-year term serving as President of the
Canadian Association of Medical Surgical Nurses.
Role included chairing Executive meetings, organizing
biennial conference, coordinating quarterly
newsletter publication, recognition of members
specialty exam completions, participation in monthly
meetings with the Canadian Nurses Association
Certification Practice Advisory Committee and
the Canadian Network of Nursing Specialties.
Community Collaborators:
Canadian Nurses Association
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
10-June-2016

Conference Planning and Presentation
Planned and attended the Canadian Association of
Medical Surgical Nurses Conference: “Medical
-Surgical Nursing - Beyond the Basics Integration at the Bedside” held June 10, 2016
at the University of Saskatchewan Presented
on the “Pathophysiology: Stages of Shock”
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Panel Discussion Presenter

OTHER ACTIVITY

Certified Medical Surgical Nurse Renewal
Renewed Certification in Medical Surgical
Nursing with the Canadian Nurses Association
through completion of 300 hours of Continuing
Education and received 5-year certificate.
Community Collaborators:
Canadian Nurses Association;
Canadian Medical Surgical Nurses Association
OTHER PUBLICATION

Published research highlights in Nursing Newsletter
Published highlights of research project: “How do nurses
‘dress’ a male patient? Uncovering men’s comfort levels”
in the May 2017 quarterly newsletter of the Canadian
Association of Medical Surgical Nurses. Findings of
194 men revealed 70% of men did not know the term
‘dress’ refers to placement of genitalia in undergarments.
Notably, 73% would be uncomfortable if genitalia
placed differently than their usual and would self-adjust
placement. Sixty-four percent of participants indicated
they would be willing to tell nursing staff of their
preference when asked upon admission to hospital.
Only 14 % of participants indicated their significant
other would know their preference for ‘dress’.
There was no statistical significance between
type of underwear and genitalia placement. There
was a significant direct correlation between
hand dominance and hand used for voiding.

Participated in a Panel Discussion on: “Exploring
Leading Issues, Trends and Challenges Impacting the
Expert Witness Profession” at the Expert Witness
Forum West held in Vancouver, BC May 29-31st,
2017. Participated as a Nurse Expert Witness sharing
experience with medical malpractice testimony
at trial and report writing. Forum was well attended
by Forensic Accountants, Engineers, Construction
consultants and RCMP. Presentations from a
BC Supreme Court Judge was a highlight.

Academic Collaborators:
Teresa Hannesson Vancouver Island
University BSN faculty;
Olivia Litster BSN student/graduate VIU

This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

Legal Nurse Consultant

This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
01-June-2015

Provided nurse expert opinion and consultation
to lawyers on standards of nursing practice
in medical surgical malpractice cases.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
01-June-2016

Brigette Quinn

Legal Nurse Consultant

ARTICLE
15-December-2016

Provided nurse expert opinion and consultation
to lawyers on standards of nursing practice
in medical surgical malpractice cases.

Computational Thinking Guiding
Change in Online Education

RESEARCH PROJECT
01-June-2016

Exploring best practices for patient
teaching and use of nitroglycerin
protocol instable angina patients
This systematic review is exploring a variety of
sources to discover best practice when teaching
patients about nitroglycerin administration while
living with angina. This was a multidisciplinary
project studying best practices to enhance the
teaching of patients in our local area and students
in the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program.
Academic Collaborators:
Nona Brack, Professor, Bachelor of Science
in Nursing, Vancouver Island University;
Tina Pereza Rolls, Professor, Bachelor of
Science in Nursing, Vancouver Island University;
Marti Harder, Professor, Bachelor of Science
in Nursing, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Rachel Edey, Pharmacist, Vancouver
Island Health Authority

As a result of instant access to data, information and
knowledge anywhere, anytime, today’s students have
rapidly acquired educational opportunities. Online
education continues to grow at a pace much faster
than face to face enrolments. There is a need for
faculty development and training who can teach with
technology, and design and develop online courses.
Faculty barriers to online education include loss
of interpersonal student relationships, technology
challenges, pedagogical concerns, institutional policy
problems and unidentified support or compensation
for associated processes. The crux of the challenge is
identification, strategy, and adoption of innovation;
Computation Thinking (CT) offers a logical, exploratory,
expandable and collaborative way of solving problem
in a state of change. The goal of the paper is to
summarize and synthesize the literature on both CT
and faculty barriers to adoption of online education.
A further aim is to offer suggestions for collaborative
faculty design and development opportunities
in exploring experiences with online education
using CT as a framework for problem-solving.
Academic Collaborator:
Quinn, B. (2016). Computational Thinking Guiding
Change in Online Education. Journal Of Medical
Biomedical And Applied Sciences, 3(12), 8-17
Retrieved from:
www.jmbm.in/index.php/jmbm/article/view/3
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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Lisa Sworts

Carla Tilley

OTHER ACTIVITY
30-April-2017

ARTICLE
30-April-2017

Recently completed (April, 2017) Master’s
Thesis for Vancouver Island University
Masters of Education in Educational
Leadership: Using Simulation to Enhance
Clinical Remediation in Nursing Education

Nagel, D.A., Burns, V.F., Tilley, C. & Aubin, D.
(2015). When novice researchers adopt
Constructivist-grounded theory:
Navigating less travelled paradigmatic and
methodological paths in PhD work.
International Journal of Doctoral Studies, 10, 365-383

Simulation (practice situations using computerassisted manikins) and remediation are two
specific learning experiences used at VIU to help
students acquire skill and confidence with clinical
skill competencies. This study explored students’
experiences in simulation and remediation
learning environments, focusing on the concepts
of confidence and critical thinking. Ten BSN
students (third- and fourth-year) participated
in a focus group, to gain insights about their
experiences. Thematic analysis yielded themes of
anxiety, confidence, critical thinking, and clinical
skill competencies. Three main insights emerged:
Students experience anxiety in simulation, students
value support provided to them during remediation;
and it is challenging to combine simulation and
remediation in order to deepen both confidence
and competencies with clinical skills, among nursing
students. Further research and implications for
remediation practices in nursing education were
discussed to develop beneficial support practices
for students in a nursing degree program.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Rachel Moll Professor Education
Vancouver Island University;
Dr. Laureen Styles Professor Bachelor of Science
in Nursing Vancouver Island University

Academic Collaborators:
Daniel Nagel - St. Francis Xavier University;
Antigonish Victoria Burns - Urbanisation, Culture &
Society Research Centre, Montreal Dianne Aubin
- University of Alberta - SPOR Support Unit
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Involved First Nations people; Focused on Global
Community; Focused on a topic of relevance
to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
May-2017

Help! I’m drowning and I’m not learning
anything - more is not better
VIU Teaching & Learning Conference (May 2017)
A BSN student and faculty committee, entitled BSN
Partnership for Student Learning Initiative, is exploring
new ways of teaching and learning in order to achieve
deep learning and academic success. One focus of
this committee has been on evaluation strategies
and student workload. In this workshop, participants
reflected on their own courses and the workload
required of students, and engaged in a discussion of
innovative teaching and evaluation strategies that are
mindful of student, as well as faculty, time and energy.
Academic Collaborators:
Faculty of Nursing: Leslie Sundby;
Mary Anne Maloney; Brenda Lane; Piera Jung
Center for Innovation and Excellence: Tine Reimers
Student Collaborators: Jesi Davis;
Kate Lovejoy; Jessica Sadlemyer; Lee Windecker
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on a topic of relevance
to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

48

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

RESEARCH PROJECT

Grounded Theory
Research Inquiry Focus - “How do internationally
educated nurses manage the transition into Canadian
practice settings?” “What education and support
do they use to help in the transition process?”
Academic Collaborators:
PhD - Research inquiry conducted
through Athabasca University
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

School and Community
Support Worker
Alison Taplay
RESEARCH PROJECT

Illuminating New Economic Possibilities
Building on earlier groundswell initiatives in the Powell
River region (8211) the Defining Diversity: Creating
Community educational workshop series, the January
2014 Groundswell Conference, and the ‘Let the Sparks
Fly’ Powell River Living article series (8211) Illuminating
New Economic Possibilities engaged members of the
business sector to share insights, experiences, and
ideas about the region’s current and future economic
wellbeing. The final report highlighted what was learned
from that dialogue. The report was written with the
intention to inspire and engage local government
leaders as well as citizens from all walks of life at this
significant time in the community’s development; a time
in which there is recognition that everyone in Powell
River live and work on Tla’amin traditional territory
and that futures are interdependent. The report was
presented to all three local governments: Tla’amin
Tribal Council the Powell River Municipal Council, and
the Powell River Regional District and is available at
This link: wordpress.viu.ca/ddcc/illuminatingnew-economic-possibilities/
Academic Collaborators:
Kelan Deigh, Vancouver Island University Student;
Malerie Meeker, MA, Adjunct Faculty, Health and
Human Services, Vancouver Island University;
Kerri Lowey McKenzie, BSW, MPhil
(Law), North Island College;
Janet Newbury, PhD, Faculty, School of Child
and Youth Care, University of Victoria and
Adjunct Faculty, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Powell River Chamber of Commerce;
PR Living Magazine, Let the Sparks Fly Interviewees;
Tammy Siddal, Volunteer, Powell River and Region
United Way and the Powell River Diversity Initiative
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Alison Taplay enjoys a sunny day at the Powell River boat harbour. The mill that helped define the town is pictured behind her.

VIU Research Project Highlights
Community In Powell River
April 6, 2016 - 1:15pm

Defining Diversity, Creating Community helps shape future of Powell River
After four years a citizen engagement research
project undertaken in Powell River, B.C. is complete.
The final report is available and according to
project coordinator Alison Taplay, even though
the Defining Diversity, Creating Community
(DDCC) project is done she expects the effects
will continue to reverberate through the small,
Oceanside community for a long time to come.
Taplay, who teaches at Vancouver Island University’s
(VIU) Powell River Campus, presented in Nanaimo at
VIU’s Research and Scholarly Activity Office weekly
Lunch and Learn. Her talk, Illuminating New Economic
Possibilities Through Community Engaged Research –
The Case of Powell River, was an overview of DDCC.
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To understand why DDCC was launched, Taplay
says one must understand the history of the
region the research was conducted in.
“Founded in 1910 as a company town site, Powell
River was once home to the world’s largest pulp
mill. At its peak it employed thousands of people.
Gradually though, production dropped and so did
the number of workers. It still operates today, but
with a workforce of only around 300,” said Taplay.
“The landscape was quite polarized around the
transition away from the mill. As the years passed
the town suffered large layoff after large layoff.
Amongst all of this change people had ideas about
what should happen and what direction Powell River
should go in. Often, those ideas were very different.”

Viu Research Project Highlights Community In Powell River Cont.

Taplay says in the early years hundreds of
newcomers came to Powell River from places
like Italy, Ireland and Germany to work at the
mill and despite the layoffs, many stayed.
“It is a diverse place, in part, because of this and it is on
this backdrop that DDCC was launched,” said Taplay.
In 2010, a documentary film called Defining Diversity,
Creating Community was produced in Powell River
that brought many issues related to diversity to the
surface. Because of its success VIU was approached
to turn the theme of the documentary into a two day
course to continue to explore the issues it touched on.
Created by professor and community volunteer Janet
Newbury, in consultation with Taplay, a pilot course
was created and offered to community members
for no charge. The success of that course was the
seed that the four year research project grew from.
DDCC expanded to include workshops and focus
groups that culminated in a conference called
Groundswell that had almost 200 participants.
Taplay says the project couldn’t have been successful
without the support of the local Tla’amin First Nation.
Tla’amin Elders and leaders led the conference
and were involved in DDCC from the beginning.
“Thanks to the Tla’amin’s extensive and authentic
participation, the tone and the culture of all
the projects were set. Elders were interviewed
about the town and about the things that
were and weren’t changing,” said Taplay.
“Tla’amin Elder Dr. Elsie Paul and Elder in
Residence Eugene Louie were involved
throughout. They brought so much leadership,
wisdom and mentorship to the process. Perhaps,
most importantly, they showed participants
that things didn’t have to be just one way.”
Another initiative that was launched had 11 local
business people interviewed to give voice to the
economic sector. Seven articles from those interviews
were published in Powell River Living Magazine.
Taplay says over time DDCC became more than a
research project – it created relationships among
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community members from very different backgrounds
and brought a deeper understanding about the
value of diversity, the effects of discrimination and it
envisioned new approaches to asset-based community
development that were inclusive, not exclusionary.
“Asset-based community development is
about demonstrating that each person in a
community, regardless of their role, has a gift or
contribution that when embraced and valued
helps a community to thrive,” said Taplay.
“Through the DDCC process community members
found they shared a lot of the same fears, hopes and
dreams for their community. We knew, as educators,
that what we were seeing was incredibly valuable.”
She says the effects of bringing people together in
a safe space to discuss issues is not something that
brings huge changes quickly. Change is happening in
Powell River and according to Taplay, it is emerging as
a result of many small actions by multiple players.
Taplay cites the Powell River city council as an
example. She says it isn’t strictly right leaning or left
leaning in the way it governs, which is how it always
was in the past. The council that was elected since
the DDCC work began, says Taplay, is more diverse,
collaborative, engaged with citizens, and addresses
community development more effectively.
“That is a temperature gauge to how things are
hopefully going to be moving forward. I think overall
a number of small acts, our research project being
one of them, are creating a new communications
paradigm that we can build on,” said Taplay.
“I think our research has precipitated a shift where
people are more willing to work across divides and
out of their usual silos. The people of Powell River
can see the importance of working with people who
are doing different things in different ways and that
has huge implications for the future of community.”
To learn more about the DDCC project and to read
their final report, go to: wordpress.viu.ca/ddcc/

Social Work
Dr. Louise Stern
ARTICLE
01-September-2015

Verbal and nonverbal indicators of quality
of communication between care staff and
residents in ethnoculturally and linguistically
diverse long-term care settings
Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology,
30(3), 285-304 (2015)
Linguistic and ethnocultural diversity in long-term
residential care is a growing trend in many urban
settings. When long-term care staff and residents
do not share the same language or ethnocultural
background, the quality of their communication and
care are jeopardized. There is very little research
addressing how staff and residents communicate
when they experience a mismatch in their language
and ethnocultural backgrounds. Thus, the goals of the
present study were to 1) document the verbal and
nonverbal behaviours used by staff and residents in
diverse interactions, and 2) identify and account for
behaviours that either promoted or detracted from
positive communication by drawing on principles
from ‘Communication Accommodation Theory’. A
number of verbal and nonverbal behaviours were
identified and interpreted in relation to whether they
promoted or detracted from positive communication.
The findings point to considering a variety of
proactive strategies that staff and administrators
could employ to effectively accommodate to language
and ethnocultural diversity in long term care practice.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Jeff Small, UBC;
Dr. Deborah O’Connor, UBC;
Dr. Elizabeth Drance, UBC;
Dr. Joann Perry, UBC;
Dr. Judith Globerman, UBC;
Dr. Sing Mei Chan, UBC;
Dr. Wendy Hulko, TRU
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CHAPTER
01-September-2015

The Invisibility Paradox:
Oppression and Resilience in the
Context of LGBT Aging
LGBTQ People and Social Work: Intersectional
Perspectives, B.J. O’Neill, T.A. Swan & N.J. Mule
(Eds) Canadian Scholars’ Press, Toronto, 2015
This chapter focuses on the issues, challenges and
resilience of aging as an LGBTQ older adult using
an intersectional lens. The use of an intersectional
lens allows for the emergence of alternative story
lines that challenge mainstream assumptions about
the experiences of non-heterosexual aging. Older
LGBTQ individuals encounter different consequences
to aging that are dependent on the intersection of
other identity positions, making each experience
unique. These consequences and challenges also
foster increased resilience, strengths and coping
skills that other older adults may not have. Social
workers need to be aware of the heterogeneous
nature of the ‘aging experience’, while embedding
them within a socio-historical and cultural context that
acknowledges the influence of wider social processes.

Faculty of International Education & ELC
English Language Centre

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Jacqueline Foster

Board member, Canadian Bureau
for International Education

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
30-October-2015

Using a Template to Facilitate
Writing about Literature
This presentation focused on how templates
can act as a linguistic scaffold for novice essay
writers. Presented at the TESL (Teachers
of English as a Second Language) 2015
Conference at Lake Louise, Alberta.

This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Board member (President), Central
Vancouver Island Multicultural Society
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

OTHER PUBLICATION
24-October-2016

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

You Needed Me: The Simple Past Tense in Action

Board member, Canadian Bureau
for International Education

This activity was a submission to a TESOL
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages) resource book (in press) on new
ways of teaching English with music.

This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

International Education
Administration
Dr. Graham Pike

Board member, Central Vancouver
Island Multicultural Society
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

ARTICLE

Review of ‘Learner-Centred Education in
International Perspective. Whose Pedagogy for
Whose Development? by Michele Schweisfurth
Citizenship Teaching and Learning, 10 (1), 2015
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

CHAPTER

Re-imagining global education in the neoliberal
age: challenges and opportunities
in Reynolds, R. et al (eds) Contesting and
constructing international perspectives in global
education. Rotterdam: Sense Publishers, 2015
A review of the impacts of neoliberalism on global
and international education and a plea for ‘pragmatic
altruism’: using a critical social justice lens to capitalize
on the opportunities presented by globalization.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society; Focused
on Sustainability; Focused on Global Community
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
22-February-2106

Institutional Prosperity or Social
Responsibility? Aligning the goals of
internationalization and global citizenship
Presentation given at the Association of
International Education Administrators
Annual Conference, Montreal, Quebec.
Academic Collaborator:
Rhonda Friesen, Manager,
International Office, University of Manitoba
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Values-driven Internationalization
Presentation at the Canadian Bureau for
International Education Western Regional
Meeting, Edmonton, AB, May 2017
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

External examiner for MEd thesis: McCardle,
D. ‘Developing globally competent teachers
through international teacher education’
University of Prince Edward Island
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Member of External Review Team, Fraser
International College, Simon Fraser University
Reviewed the partnership between Fraser International
College and Simon Fraser University, June 2016.
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community

International Education Office
Mackenzie Sillem
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Seeking answers: Understanding the
academic performance of international
students through an intercultural lens
Learning at Intercultural Intersections,
in Kamloops, March 2017
Much of the literature concerning the academic
performance of international students considers
English language ability as a determining factor of
success or tends to focus on adaptive teaching strategies.
Anecdotal experience suggests that the recipe
for success involves a more complex set of factors
beyond language level or teaching strategies,
and may also include intercultural effectiveness.
However, there is a gap in the research looking to
understand how a student’s ability to be effective
interculturally contributes to their academic success.
This presentation opened the conversation about
academic success, intercultural effectiveness and
audience experiences of facilitating international
student academic success, and informed a pilot study
that aimed to address this gap in the research,
exploring possible links between a student’s
intercultural effectiveness and their
success at post-secondary studies.
Academic Collaborators:
Margaret Hearnden, Global Learning Facilitator,
Access & Regions, North Island College;
Heather Tobe, Faculty, Communications
Department, Douglas College
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

International Education Week (8211) Where the
dream of internationalization and reality meet
Learning at Intercultural Intersections,
in Kamloops, March 2017
Special events such as International Education Week
(IEW) hold great promise as mechanisms for campus
internationalization. Despite this potential, it is not
uncommon for such events to fall short on creating
opportunities for meaningful cultural learning. Events
like IEW usually happen once a year, often on a tight
budget, and struggle to be marketed with messaging
that make them relevant for a broader campus
audience. Considering these challenges, it could be
argued that aspiring for meaningful cultural learning
is unrealistic. However, at VIU we have been able to
assess that IEW, known as WorldVIU Days, is in fact
resulting in intercultural learning. This presentation
shared some of our lessons learned and the promising
practices we have undertaken at Vancouver Island
University to leverage the potential of IEW as an
opportunity to further develop internationalization.
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community
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Faculty of Management
Management

PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
30-October-2016

Dr. Martin Martens

Video (2016) Lost Lachie

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
28-January-2017

www.youtube.com/watch?v=kedoZpkWWRY
This documentary traces the story of a search for a
lost 3-year-old boy in Union Bay, British Columbia. The
story is told by Lachie’s parents, Search and Rescue
(SAR) members, and SAR managers involved in the
incident. The video was shown to the Comox Valley
Search and Rescue training meeting as part of the SAR
Volunteer Motivation and Retention research project.

Volunteer Motivation and Retention in British
Columbia Search and Rescue Organizations
Presentation at the Search and Rescue (SAR)
Volunteer Association Conference in Chilliwack, BC.
This report provided and explained the results of a
motivation survey data collected in 2016. It begins
with a short overview of the conceptual foundation
used to design the survey, followed by a description
of each measure used in the survey. It then explains
the methods used to collect and analyze the data
and then present the results. The author provides
a structural model that explains the relationships
among the measures. It ends with a discussion of ideas
on how SAR groups can use the results and model to
improve SAR volunteer motivation and retention.
Community Collaborator:
Grant Cromer, British Columbia
Search and Rescue Association

Community Collaborators:
Paul Berry, Comox Valley Search and Rescue;
Nick Rivers, Arrowsmith Search and Rescue
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Ad Hoc Journal Peer Reviewer
Reviewer for - Group & Organization
Management, Canadian Journal of Administrative
Sciences, Journal of Applied Psychology,
Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Ad Hoc Journal Peer Reviewer
Reviewer for - Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector
Quarterly, Academy of Management Annual
Meeting, Group & Organization Management,
Canadian Journal of Administrative Sciences.
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Recreation / Tourism
Community and Student
Engagement
Suzanne de la Barre

PEER-REVIEWED PAPER

de la Barre, S., Maher, P., Dawson, J., HillmerPegram, K, Huijbens, E, Lamers, M., Liggett, D.,
Müller, D., Pashkevich, A., Stewart, E. (2016).
Tourism and Arctic Observation Systems:
Exploring the Relationship

2016 / 17

Polar Research, 35, 24980,
dx.doi.org/10.3402/polar.v35.24980

Adäka Arts and Culture Festival Audience Development Survey

BOOK CHAPTER

VIU – VIURAC CEAG funded
VIU Work Op Program, Senior Undergraduate
Student Recreation and Tourism

Hull, J., de la Barre, S. and Maher, P. (2017).
Peripheral Geographies of Creativity: The Case
for Aboriginal Tourism in Canada’s Yukon
Territory. In A. Viken & D. Müller (Eds.)

Fall 2016 and Spring 2017

Arctic Indigenous Tourism. Bristol, UK: Channel View

de la Barre, S. and Kliever, J. (2017).
Adäka Cultural Festival: Audience Development
Survey Report. Prepared for YFNCT

BOOK CHAPTER

May
2016

Creative Yukon: Shifting Economies
and Celebrating Cultures

Carson, D.A., Cleary, J., de la Barre, S., Eimermann,
M., & Marjavaara, R. (2016). New Mobilities New Economies? Temporary populations and
local innovation capacity in sparsely populated
areas. In A. Taylor, D.B. Carson, P. Ensign, L.
Huskey, R.O. Rasmussen & G. Eilmsteiner-Saxinger
(Eds.), Settlements at the Edge: Remote human
settlements in developed nations (pp. 178-206)

FOM Internal Funding

Cheltenham: Edward Elgar

VIU Work Op Program, Senior Undergraduate
Student Recreation and Tourism

NON-REFEREED PAPER

Summer

de la Barre, S. and Brouder, P. (2015).
Culinary Tourism. In Jafari J. and Xiao,
H. Encyclopedia of Tourism

de la Barre, S. and Tran, L. (2016). VIU Lunch
and Learn presentation: Creative Yukon:
Shifting Economies and Celebrating Cultures
October-As part of research in progress to 2018

Available from:
link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/
978-3-319-01669-6_44-1

2015

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

VIU Work Op Program – Creative
Sector in the Pacific Northwest

de la Barre, S. (2016). Creative Yukon: Shifting
Economies and Celebrating Cultures

Faculty of Management, Vancouver
Island University (Fall)
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5th International Polar Tourism Research Network
(IPTRN), August 29-September 3, Akureyri, Iceland

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Maher, P., de la Barre, S., Rantala, O. (2016).
UArctic Northern Tourism Field School Pilot

2015

5th International Polar Tourism Research Network
(IPTRN), August 29-September 3, Akureyri, Iceland

Workshop Co-Developer/Co-Facilitator/Report
Writing (March) (with Nicole Vaugeois)

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Amenity-Based Rural Development,
Village of Haines Junction, Yukon

Brouder, P. and de la Barre, S., Åberg, K.
(2015). The End of Tourism (as we knew it):
A Gibson-Graham lens for resilient
tourism economies
Canadian Geographers Association Meeting,
Vancouver, BC, Canada (May 31-June 5)
CONFERENCE SESSION ORGANIZER

de la Barre, S. (2016). Panel: Developing
university-community tourism research agendas
5th IPTRN Conference, Akureyri, Iceland (August 29)
CONFERENCE SESSION ORGANIZER

Brouder, P., Carson, D. and de la Barre, S.
(2015). The Changing North: New Development
Paths in Peripheral Communities (three
sessions of four presentations each)
Canadian Geographers Association Meeting,
Vancouver, BC, Canada (May 31-June 5)
PEER REVIEWS FOR ACADEMIC JOURNALS

Gender, Place and Culture (2017, 2015)
Journal of Sustainable Tourism (2016)
Northern Review (2015)
Sustainability (2016 x 2)
The Polar Journal (2015)
WLCE Case Studies (2016)

58

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

Vaugeois, N. and de la Barre, S. (2015)
Attracting long term prosperity for Haines
Junction, Yukon (March)

Workshop Co-Developer/Report
Writing (July) (with Patti Balsilie)
Identifying Tourism and Community
Development Opportunities, Faro, Yukon
INTERNATIONAL TEACHING – GRADUATE

University of the Arctic
Joint Higher Education in Northern Tourism
High North Programme (funding)
Co-Applicant with The Arctic University of
Norway (NO-UiT) and 4 other Arctic universities
INTERNATIONAL TEACHING – GRADUATE
January 2015 to May 2017

Collaborative graduate curriculum development
and program delivery, Arctic tourism development
Course I: Northern Tourism in
Practice – Field based course
Course II: Northern Environments and Tourism
– Online course module contributor
Course III: Culture and Tourism –
Online course co-coordinator

FIELD SCHOOLS AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Dr. Tom Delamere

2015

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
23-April-2016

Alta and Vardø, Finnmark, Norway
Arctic, Graduate Certificate Field Course
(Course I) – Curriculum development and delivery
with 5 other circumpolar faculty members.

Arctic Tourism Development
25 graduate students from 16 countries
with faculty from VIU, CBU (Canada), UiT
(Norway), Oulu (Finland), 7 days.
2015, 2016

UArctic, Graduate Certificate Field Course
(Course I) – Curriculum development and delivery
with 5 other circumpolar faculty members
Alta and Vardø, Finnmark, Norway
Arctic Tourism Development. 25 graduate students
from 16 countries with faculty from VIU, CBU
(Canada), UiT (Norway), Oulu (Finland), 7 days.

SLM 604: Vancouver Island
University – Course director
Vancouver, Canada
Vancouver Learning Lab: Social entrepreneurship,
change and leadership, innovation and
sustainability. 26 graduate students, 4 days.

“Cittaslow: Balancing Community, Life, and
Leisure.” Inaugural International Conference
on Tourism and Leisure Studies
University of Hawaii - Manoa, Honolulu HI, April, 2016
The purpose of this research was to compile a
comparative case study involving Cowichan Bay,
BC and Wolfville, NS., and determine perspectives
from stakeholders in both communities as part of
the Cittaslow ratification process. Research was
conducted through a series of structured and
semi-structured interviews with proponents of the
Cittaslow movement in each of the communities. The
interviews took place between late-February and
early-April, 2013. The theoretical lens through which
the research was conducted is social phenomenology.
Qualitative content analysis (inductive approach) of the
transcribed interviews was utilized to establish themes,
establish antecedent conditions to the awarding of the
Cittaslow designation, understand relationships between
residents, businesses, and tourists, and the desired
lifestyles of stakeholder groups from the perspectives
of the Cittaslow proponents in their communities.
Academic Collaborators:
Mr. Peter Briscoe, Professor, Hospitality
Management, Vancouver Island University;
Dr. Susan Markham-Starr, Professor
Emerita, Acadia University
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability
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PRODUCTION / PERFORMANCE
24-May-2017

My Favourite Thing? A Case Study of the
Nanaimo Musicians’ Association Big Band

Jenn Houtby-Ferguson
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
06-March-2016

A presentation/performance at the Fifteenth
Canadian Congress on Leisure Research, University
of Waterloo, Waterloo ON, May 24, 2017

Are you Ready: How to Disaster Proof Your Event

The relationships and experiences of a communitybased Big Band were explored through presentation
of a case study of the 50-year history of the
Nanaimo Musicians’ Association Big Band (NMA).
Consideration was given to four different subgroups in the NMA: 1) The current and former band
leaders; 2) Past and current band members who
are pursuing careers as professional musicians (or
who are pre-professionals); 3) Past and current
band members who are part of the population of
community-based (amateur or serious amateur)
musicians; and 4) Former professionals that have
retired to the Nanaimo area and have been or
are members of the NMA (post-professionals).
These sub-groups were compared with Stebbins
(1992) construct of Serious Leisure, and a further
modification (the Para-Professional) of Stebbins’
model was posited. This was done through the use of
storytelling as a form of narrative inquiry within an
interpretive research methodology, and was framed
as a letter from the author to the late trumpeter
and bandleader Maynard Ferguson, along with the
concurrent live performance of Big Band music
that was an essential element of the storyline.

In today’s changing world, managing risk is key
competency for the meeting and event industry. From
natural disasters to terrorism, hoteliers, venues, and
destinations must all understand their role, and the role
of local government to both prepare for and respond
to emergency situations. This session reviewed the
basics of an emergency response plan, how open
carry legislation in the United States impacts event
security protocols, cyber threats, risk mitigation
strategies for internationals meetings; and the legal
and moral responsibilities of event professionals.
Event Website: www.mpicascadia.com

Community Collaborators:
Nanaimo Musicians’ Association Big Band;
Grand River Jazz Society;
Kitchener-Waterloo Big Band Theory
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Meeting Professionals International (MPI) Cascadia
2017 Pendleton, Oregon, March 5 - 7, 2017

This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
07-March-2017

Event Crisis: Accidentally Trending
Meeting Professionals International (MPI) Cascadia
Conference in Pendleton, Oregon, March 7, 2017
Crises happen. And usually when least expected. Event
professionals obsess over details and yet too often fail to
plan for the unthinkable. In this age of information, social
media and reputation management are key competencies
for planners, venues and entire destinations. The success
of future events and the viability of tourism business,
will be determined by the effectiveness of the crisis
response. From food poisoning to rogue employees,
this session explored how event planners insulate their
event and/or destination reputation during a crisis.
Specifically, attendees learned how to spot a crisis before
it trends, learned how to harness the power of social
media; before, during, and after the crisis and how to
create critical incident communications protocols.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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John Predyk

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Engaging and supporting student
entrepreneurship across disciplines

World Leisure Centre of Excellence in
Sustainability and Innovation

Hammer, K; Predyk, J; and Schroeder, J. (2015).
Presentation at the University of British Columbia
Teaching and Learning Conference, May 6-7, 2015

Director of the Centre from August 2016-2017. Hired
and supervised two students in the operations of
the centre including Lan Tran (Events coordinator)
and Di Shan (Communications assistant). Hosted
a series of public speaking events on campus
as part of the World VIU series, launched the
“Paradigm Shift” Film series including a viewing
of “Just Eat it” with follow up presentation by the
Nanaimo Food Share, and a Water Film night.
Academic Collaborator:
Nicole Vaugeois, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Community Futures Development
Corporation, Central Vancouver Island
Member of the Board Member
of the Loans Committee.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

There have been numerous calls for higher education
institutions to be fostering entrepreneurship among
all learners in all disciplines. This interactive session
outlined a successful initiative to support learners
from diverse program areas at Vancouver Island
University to build entrepreneurship skills. Learners
from across the institution were invited to participate
in a Dragon’s Den model with community judges.
To support learners in the development of their
business case, the faculty member recruited a range of
members of the business community who were then
matched with the students. The mentors helped with
students to bring their business case to a level ready
for competition and attended and cheered them on
during their pitch to the dragons. This approach resulted
in stronger connections to the business community
and rich learning experiences for the students.
Academic Collaborators:
Ken Hammer, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University;
Joanne Schroeder, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University

Building networking skills through
community events

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Predyk, J. (2016). Vancouver Island University
Teaching and Learning Conference/Business &
Tourism Educators Conference, May 2016

Engaging and supporting student
entrepreneurship across disciplines.

This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Building networking skills through experiential
education and community engagement
Predyk, J. (2016). University of Calgary Teaching
and Learning Conference, May 2016
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning
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Predyk, J. (2015). University of Calgary Teaching
and Learning Conference, May 2016
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Modernizing assessment tools to
engage the NET generation

Social enterprise, reporting performance
and organizational ambidexterity of
leisure based parent charities in BC

Predyk, J. and Vaugeois, N. (2015).
University of Calgary Teaching and Learning
Conference, May 12-13, 2015
The Net Generation has altered the learning
environment in higher education in profound ways
(Evans & Forbes, 2012). The Net Generation or Digital
Natives have had lifelong exposure to a networked
world and digital technologies and their learning has
been shaped by these media and by their own agency
and choice (Jones & Healing, 2010). This session
engaged delegates to expand their knowledge of
the Net Generation. The facilitators shared insights
from recent literature on the Net Generation
before engaging delegates to share their own
experiences. Delegates had an opportunity to learn
about two innovative and successful case studies
where learners worked in groups to develop short,
3-minute videos to synthesize and communicate
their knowledge in a first-year organizational
behavior course and in a graduate program on
sustainability at Vancouver Island University.
Academic Collaborator:
Nicole Vaugeois, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

More than tuition: Revenue
generation and cost saving
Predyk, J; and McGuire, D. (2015). Presentation
at the Canadian Association of University Business
Officers in Fredericton, New Brunswick, June 2015
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Yufan Yang, Nicole Vaugeois, John Predyk
(2017). Presentation at the Canadian Congress on
Leisure Research held in Waterloo, ON in May
Academic Collaborators:
Yufan Yang, MA Sustainable Leisure
Management, Vancouver Island University;
Nicole Vaugeois, Scholarship, Research and
Creative Activity, Vancouver Island University
Graduate Student Thesis Supervision
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Social Entrepreneurship, Reporting Performance and
Organizational Ambidexterity in Parent Charities in BC
Yufan Yang (2016). MA Sustainable Leisure
Management. Co-supervisor on thesis.
Academic Collaborators:
Nicole Vaugeois, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University;
Lee Herrin, Fernwood Neighborhood Resource Group
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Go2 Human Resources - Student Case Competition
Faculty mentor of the Vancouver Island University
student teams for the “winning pitch” student case
competition for students in tourism and hospitality.
Academic Collaborators:
Peter Briscoe, Hospitality Management,
Vancouver Island University;
Jean-Guy Robichaud, Hospitality Management,
Vancouver Island University;
Jonnelle Knowles, Hospitality Management,
Vancouver Island University;
Rob Ferguson, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Vancouver Island University
Business Plan Competition
Chair of the organizing committee to host the
VIU Business Plan Competition in 2015/2017.
Recipient of a Community Accelerator Grant which
enabled the hiring of 2 students: Meeka Burelle
(Bachelor of Tourism Management) and Kirsty
MacKinnon (Bachelor of Business Administration).
Academic Collaborators:
William Litchfield, University Relations,
Vancouver Island University;
Ken Hammer, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University;
Joanne Schroeder, Recreation and
Tourism, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Community Futures Development Corporation;
Biz Hub; Young Professionals of Nanaimo;
Coastal Community Credit Union;
Nanaimo Economic Development Corporation; MNP;
Gio Creative Start Up; Nanaimo Square One;
Johnson Franklin Bishop; CTZ Mosaic;
Vancouver Island Economic Alliance;
City of Nanaimo; Community Development Maker
Space; Greater Nanaimo Chamber of Commerce
RESEARCH PROJECT

Mapping and Advancing the
Artisan Economy in Canada
This research identified and mapped the emerging
artisan economy in Canada. Students conducted
an online search and developed an inventory of
artisan businesses across the country. Businesses
were analyzed, categorized and mapped to produce
an academic paper in the Journal of Rural and
Community Development and a presentation at the
North Atlantic Forum in 2017. An application
to SSHRC Insight Grants will be developed to
further the investigation with a network of partners
across Canada. Funded by the Vancouver Island
University Research Awards Committee (VIURAC).

Academic Collaborator:
Skye Skagfeld, MA Sustainable Leisure
Management, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
BC Francophone Economic Development Society
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dr. Nicole Vaugeois
BOOK

Innovative Leisure Practice: Cases as
Conduits between Theory and Practice
Vaugeois, N; Parker, P; and Weighill, A. (2015).
World Leisure Centre of Excellence in Sustainability
and Innovation, Vancouver Island University
CHAPTER

Innovation Theory in Tourism
Vaugeois, N. (2015). In Donohue, H. and Kelly
(eds). Demystifying Theories in Tourism
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Attracting long term prosperity
for BC rural communities
BC Local Government Management Association,
Nanaimo, BC held June 20-22, 2016
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Bringing the outside in using visiting scholars
University of Calgary Teaching and Learning
Conference, May 11-13, 2016
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Broadening perspectives on the role of
leisure and tourism in rural prosperity
University of Manitoba (8211) HLHP Research Institute
Speaker Series (8211) October 9th, Winnipeg, MN
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Crafting a sense of place

Prioritizing place-based education to engage learners
with external stakeholders and societal realities

Ontario Food Tourism Summit,
Toronto, ON held November 9th, 2015
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

University of Calgary Conference on
Post-Secondary Learning and Teaching
held May 12-13, 2015 at the University of Calgary

Diversification through Agritourism
in British Columbia, Canada

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

National Extension Tourism Conference in
Galveston, Texas October 29-31, 2015

Providing communities with improved
marketing intelligence

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

National Extension Tourism Conference
in Galveston, Texas October 29-31, 2015

Long term prosperity for Haines Junction, Yukon

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Presentation given to the public at the St. Elias
Convention Centre in Haines Junction on
March 26, 2015. With support from the Yukon
Government, Economic Development Branch.

Pulling together: Partnership, collaboration
and trust within Aboriginal education

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Academic Collaborators:
Rob Ferguson, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University;
Sheila Cooper, Aboriginal Education,
Vancouver Island University;
Frank Brown, Heiltstuk Tribal Council;
Dave Pinel, Adventure Tourism, North Island College

Modernizing assessment tools to
engage the Net Generation
University of Calgary Conference on PostSecondary Learning and Teaching
May 12-13, 2015 at the University of Calgary

Vancouver Island University Teaching and
Learning Conference, May 8-9, 2016

Academic Collaborator:
John Predyk, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Presentation for the University of British Columbia
Okanagan Learning Conference on May 6-7, 2015

Persisting and succeeding: Creative program
design for aboriginal learners combining place,
community building and experiential learning

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Redesign of a capstone course to mirror shifting
priorities among learners and professional practice

University of Calgary Teaching and Learning
Conference, May 11-13, 2016

Seizing opportunity: Understanding business
development in official language minority communities
in the small-scale food processing industry in BC

Academic Collaborator:
Rob Ferguson, Recreation and Tourism
Management, Vancouver Island University

National Economic Forum, Montreal, QC held May 16-17
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

OTHER PUBLICATION

Supporting persistence among Aboriginal
learners combining place, community
building and experiential learning

Book Review: Rural Tourism: An
International Perspective.

Vancouver Island Teaching and Learning
Conference, May 8-9, 2016
Academic Collaborator:
Rob Ferguson, Recreation and Tourism
Management, Vancouver Island University
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Sustainable rural tourism
Innovative best practices to foster place-based
tourism development in Ontario’s rural communities.
University of Guelph, Guelph, ON. September,2015.
With support from stakeholders and the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

An exploratory study into the factors
impeding ethical fashion consumption
Basemah Alhobishy (2015). MA Sustainable Leisure
Management, Vancouver Island University
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

Social entrepreneurship, reporting performance
and organizational ambidexterity in the
case of parent charities in B.C., Canada
Yufan Yang (2016). MA Sustainable
Leisure Management, VIU
Academic Collaborator:
John Predyk, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

Sustainable Meetings: A case study exploring drivers, challenges, and impacts
of sustainability programs for meetings
Manish Kumar (2015). MA Sustainable Leisure
Management, Vancouver Island University
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Vaugeois, N. (2015). Edited by Katherine
Dashper. Cambridge Scholars Publishing. Annals
of Tourism Research, 54 (2015), p: 226-227
OTHER PUBLICATION

Designing systems for community based visitor data:
A collaborative case study on Vancouver Island
Vaugeois, N; Parker, P; Evernden, L; Sliskovic,
L. (2015). International Travel and Tourism
Research Association Conference Proceedings
in Portland, Oregon, June 15-18, 2015
VISITOR EXPERIENCE PROJECT

Designing systems for community based visitor data:
A collaborative case study on Vancouver Island
A project to mobilize knowledge gained through
the Visitor Experience Study project with nine
communities on Vancouver Island by developing
visitor profiles and doing community events.
Academic Collaborator:
Pete Parker, Recreation and Tourism
Management, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Tourism Tofino;
Tourism Nanaimo;
Sociable Scientists;
Tourism Cowichan;
Tourism Ucluelet;
North Island Tourism;
City of Port Alberni;
Oceanside Tourism Association
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on a topic of relevance
to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Aggie Weighill
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK
15-August-2015

VIU Research Ethics Board, Chair
This position involves chairing meetings
of the REB at VIU, reviewing applications,
and working with the Research Officer to
ensure compliance with Tri-Council Policies
on research involving human subjects.
Academic Collaborators:
Lars Apland, VIU Research Ethics Officer;
Chris Turner, VIU Research Ethics Officer
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
20-May-2015

Kenya and Tanzania Study Tourism Development
Travelled to eco-tourism and community-based
tourism sites in Kenya and Tanzania with a current
student to explore possible sites and partners
to develop a study tour for VIU students.
Academic Collaborator:
Natalie Drope, Student, Department
of Recreation & Tourism, VIU
Community Collaborator:
Donna Sheppard, Community Conservation
Coordinator, Calgary Zoo
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
04-June-2015

Whose Story is it? A Case Study of Destination
Narrative in two Ghanaian Communities
ATLAS Africa Conference, Key future challenges and
opportunities to ensure inclusive tourism growth in
developing countries, in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Academic Collaborator:
Natalie Drope, Student, Department
of Recreation & Tourism
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

VIU Offers
Brown Bag
Education
Opportunities
October 10, 2017 - 9:30am

Jenn Houtby-Ferguson, a VIU recreation and tourism instructor, says discussing
emergency preparedness is an uncomfortable topic for many people, but having an
emergency kit is the best defence if a crisis arises.

Lunch & Learn Series aims to highlight research, scholarly and
creative activity at Vancouver Island University
Crises happen, usually when we least expect it.
People don’t want to think about a catastrophic
event, however being prepared is the best defence
when an emergency arises, says Jenn HoutbyFerguson, a VIU recreation and tourism instructor.

Within the Trees on October 31. Barry Gates,
Ecoforest Institute Society (EIS) chair, and Kathleen
Code EIS Vice-Chair, will speak about how the EIS
became trustees of the ecoforest in December 2016,
the new vision and key mandates of ecoforestry.

One of the best ways to arm yourself is having
an emergency kit with supplies for a minimum
of seven days, she said. What essential items
people need for their kits, how to craft a family
reunification plan and where people can turn to
for help are topics Houtby-Ferguson will discuss
during the October 17 presentation Personal
Preparedness and Hazards We Can Expect to
Face in Nanaimo. The talk is part of VIU’s Bring
Your Lunch and Learn fall series, presented by the
Scholarship, Research and Creative Activity Office.

During the presentation Global Engagement
Travel Grant Story Slam on November 7, Darrell
Harvey, Coordinator of International Projects and
Internationalization, and other VIU faculty and staff
members will share tales of their travels engaging in
international teaching and learning. The session, part
of World VIU Days, is a slam style where presenters
will share their stories in three minutes or less.

Powerful hurricanes in the Atlantic, large
earthquakes in Mexico and the worst fire season on
record for British Columbia are important reminders
for people to be ready in case of a disaster, she said.
“It is an uncomfortable topic for many people. We
think disasters will happen to someone else and are
complacent about readiness or do not know where
to start,” said Houtby-Ferguson. “Recent events
should give us all pause. We must talk about it.
Each of us have a responsibility to our families, our
neighbours and our community to be prepared.”
The Bring Your Lunch and Learn series continues
with The Wildwood EcoForest: Seeing the Forest
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“It’s easy and bite sized. It gives people a taste. It is
a low barrier easy access way to learn more about
VIU’s international activities,” said Harvey.
Harvey said it is “more important than ever to engage
with other cultures and people from around the
world” and it helps build intercultural competence.
Dr. Leigh Blaney, a VIU Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Program Professor, will discuss the capacities,
strengths and resilience of firefighters during the
presentation Working Where the Devil Dances:
Resilience in Volunteer Firefighters on November 28.
The Bring Your Lunch and Learn presentations are
held on Tuesdays from noon to 1 pm in Building
305, Room 440. Sessions are free to attend.

Faculty of Science & Technology
Biology

PROJECT

Dr. Eric Demers

Bird Banding at Salmon River
Estuary, Salmon River, BC

ARTICLE

Hollenberg, E.J.R., and E. Demers. 2017.
Black Oystercatcher (Haematopus bachmani)
foraging on varnish clams (Nuttalia
obscurata) in Nanaimo, British Columbia
British Columbia Birds 27:35-41
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
PROJECT

Bird Banding at Hakai Institute, Calvert Island, BC
Currently, a gap exists in the knowledge of coastal
bird migratory patterns between Alaska and
southwestern British Columbia. There are bird
monitoring stations in the BC Interior and on
the BC South Coast, but there is no established
monitoring station located anywhere on the BC
coast north of Nanaimo. Vancouver Island University
students and faculty operated a bird monitoring
and banding project at Calvert Island in 2015
and 2016, in partnership with the Hakai Institute.
Calvert Island, which is situated approximately 100
km north of Port Hardy on the BC Central Coast,
has the potential for being an important stopover
site for migratory birds using the Pacific flyway.
Community Collaborator:
Christina Munck, Director, Hakai Institute
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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The main objective of this project was to conduct
bird monitoring and banding activities at the Salmon
River Estuary property of The Nature Trust of BC.
Specifically, this project aimed to monitor migrating
and breeding birds on the property to assess their use
of the habitat as a migratory stopover and breeding
site. Monitoring combined banding of birds captured
with mist nets and incidental observations. Project
activities were conducted by VIU Faculty and students.
Community Collaborator:
Karen Barry, Assessment and Restoration
Biologist, The Nature Trust of BC
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

PROJECT

RESEARCH PROJECT

VIU Bird Banding Station at Buttertubs
West Marsh, Nanaimo, BC

BIOL 491, Undergraduate Research Project by
Sarah Chalmers: Determining daily foraging
patterns of overwintering Chestnut-backed
Chickadee (Poecile rufescens) using radio
frequency identification (RFID) technology

The VIU Bird Banding station at Buttertubs West
Marsh was operated during March-October 2016,
and 20 passerine mist nets were operated during
72 days. A total of 3,335 birds were caught from 56
species. Of these, 2,221 birds were banded and 1,114
birds were recaptures of previously banded birds.
Twenty nest boxes were occupied by Tree Swallows
were monitored for nesting productivity. Out of 115
eggs laid in all nest boxes, 78 eggs hatched, and 46
young birds fledged (fledging success: 40%). A total
of 47 volunteers (VIU current and past students,
employees, and community members) contributed
over 2,300 hours to the project and received
training in bird monitoring and banding. Eight public
bird banding demonstrations were conducted,
and a TV crew from Québec filmed an episode
of Fou des Oiseaux aired on October 5, 2016.
Community Collaborator:
Rob Lawrance, Environmental
Planner, City of Nanaimo
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

The study of songbird behaviour has become increasingly
important in recent years due to an overall decline
in many of their populations across North America.
Radio frequency identification (RFID) technology
serves as an affordable tool for the study of songbird
behaviour. To determine the daily feeding dynamics
of Chestnut-backed Chickadees, we built bird feeders
with RFID readers and banded individual chickadees
with passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags. Over
the course of 27 days, the reader logged over 8,245
unique visits by eleven tagged individuals. Overall,
tagged chickadees generally began visiting the RFID
feeder shortly after sunrise and the mean visitation
rate steadily increased throughout the morning, peaked
during mid-day, and dropped sharply approximately one
hour before sunset. These data suggest that the birds’
daily energy reserves were being met before sunset
and may have been maintained throughout the morning
by relying on cached seeds from the previous day.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Debbie Wheeler, Lab Instructor, Biology
Department, University of the Fraser Valley
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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RESEARCH PROJECT

Dr. Mercedes Hernandez

BIOL 491, Undergraduate Research Project by Stew
Pearce: Abundance, distribution, and movement of
Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) in Nanaimo, B.C.

OTHER ACTIVITY

In the 1970’s, wildlife managers relocated Canada
geese to Vancouver Island to improve sport hunting
opportunities. This relocation led to locally abundant
goose populations, which have been implicated in
causing various negative impacts. Communities like
the City of Nanaimo are developing management
plans to address the population of Canada geese
and their associated impacts, but these plans are
limited by a lack of information about local geese
populations. This project estimated the abundance
and movement patterns of Canada geese in the
Nanaimo area using a combination of count surveys
and bird banding. Two hundred geese were captured,
and each goose received a numbered leg band and
white neck collar to facilitate individual recognition.
The collar sighting information was used to map the
distribution and movement of geese in Nanaimo,
and, together with count surveys, to estimate
population size. Altogether, these data will
help inform future wildlife management
planning by the City of Nanaimo.
Community Collaborator:
Kevin Brydges, Environmental
Coordinator, City of Nanaimo
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Undergraduate Research Supervision
As a part of ongoing research: Use a multiplex PCR
protocol to detect methicillin resistant Staphylococcus
spp. from influent and effluent water samples from the
Greater Nanaimo Pollution Control Center (GNPCC).
Infections cause by staphylococcal bacteria that are
resistant to B-lactam antibiotics, including those caused
by methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA),
have been on the rise since 2000 and are extremely
difficult to treat. Thus, it is important to conduct
surveillance studies designed to identify the sources of
MRSA strains in the community, including wastewater.
Academic Collaborator:
Hailey Tomm, Undergraduate Student
conducting the research
Community Collaborator:
Mr. Ryan Powell, Greater Nanaimo
Pollution Control Centre (GNPCC)
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Stew Pearce, a VIU alumnus, is monitoring Canada geese to determine population levels and migration habits to help the City of Nanaimo identify
management strategies.

VIU Alumnus Tracking Migration
Habits of Canada Geese
September 26, 2017 - 11:00am

Public participation is crucial for the success of the VIU Canada Goose Project
While some Canada geese in the Nanaimo area
are frequent flyers others are homebodies.
Stew Pearce, a VIU alumnus, has been monitoring
the migration habits of Canada geese through the
VIU Canada Goose Project, which he started as part
of his undergraduate research. He is now working
under contract with the City of Nanaimo, an initial
partner on the initiative, to build upon what was
learned during his undergraduate research project.
With the help of volunteers, 400 Canada geese
have received a white collar on their neck,
which displays three numbers and the letter
P. These collared geese also received metal
leg bands for better cross-border tracking.
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“Banding the birds allows us to get a population
estimate and discover migration habits that will
help shape management strategies,” said Pearce.
Pearce does roving counts of the collared birds, but
said public participation is crucial to the success of the
project. People are encouraged to report sightings on
the VIU Canada Goose Project website, wordpress.viu.
ca/gooseproject. The more people who participate the
more accurate picture there will be of the abundance,
distribution and movement of Canada geese.
Eric Demers, a VIU biology professor and Pearce’s
supervisor on the initial project, said gauging
population numbers and migration habits are
important to help with management strategies.

Public participation is crucial for the success of the VIU Canada Goose Project Cont.

“You can’t manage something if you don’t know
how many there are or where they go. It’s like
trying to manage a moving target,” said Demers,
adding that Canada goose management strategies
can’t be handled by one municipality in isolation.
Most Canada geese in the Departure Bay area are
resident geese, said Pearce. Resident geese typically
have higher breeding success because they don’t
spend much energy migrating. The geese found in the
Nanaimo River Estuary seem to be more migratory.
In the first year of the study 200 geese were collared.
Data suggested that the summer population of
Canada geese in the Nanaimo area ranged from about
500-700 geese, while the winter population swelled
to about 1,600 to 1,800. Approximately 30 per cent
of the geese stayed in the Nanaimo area throughout
the winter, while another 30 per cent migrated from
the area. Sightings of these migratory geese ranged
from locations such as Port Alberni, Sechelt and
Parksville, to Anacortes, Wash., and Eugene, Ore.
Amongst the remainder of collared geese, about
seven per cent were harvested by hunters, one per
cent died due to predators and the remainder left the
Nanaimo area and sightings have not been reported.
Kevin Brydges, a City of Nanaimo Environmental
Protection Officer, said the city is trying to monitor
the resident population of Canada geese to determine
how many there are and the different life stages. He
said understanding how the resident Canada geese
behave helps the city identify management strategies
and the effectiveness of programs already in place.
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The city is coordinating efforts through the
Vancouver Island Regional Canada Goose
Working Group, comprised of municipalities, nongovernmental organizations and First Nations.
Managing Canada geese populations is becoming
increasingly important as more conflicts arise
between birds and humans. Rising population levels
are impacting sensitive ecosystems such as the
Nanaimo River Estuary because Canada geese rip
out plants by the roots, which can cause soil erosion.
Sports fields, where Canada geese graze, can also be
damaged and users don’t want to play on fields with
their droppings, said Brydges. Geese can also damage
agricultural crops by eating seedlings, leaves or stalks.
Pearce said one of the reasons resident Canada
geese numbers have increased over the years is
because of introduction programs by government
and private organizations in the 1970s and ’80s,
which aimed to increase hunting and nature
viewing opportunities on Vancouver Island.

OTHER ACTIVITY

OTHER ACTIVITY

Undergraduate Research Supervision

Undergraduate Research Supervision

Continuation of Ongoing Research; The purpose of
this research was to determine if ibuprofen has an
inhibitory effect on quorum sensing in the bacterium
Chromobacteriumviolaceum CV026.). During recent
years the incidence and prevalence of antibiotic
resistance has increased dramatically resulting on
millions of infections caused by antibiotic resistant
strains of bacteria. Bacterial quorum sensing (QS)
is involved in regulating the production of their
virulence factors. Therefore, disruption of QS may
offer a target to reduce the expression of virulence
factors, which in turn may help to make bacteria
more vulnerable to standard treatment methods.

As part of Ongoing Research: Determine if the
carbapenemase-producing genes blaKPC-2,
blaNDM-1, and blaOXA-48 could be detected via
multiplex PCR in influent sewage samples from
the Greater Nanaimo Pollution Control Centre
(GNPCC); and whether temporal or environmental
fluctuations in the presence of these genes could be
observed over the course of eight months. This
information is important since resistance of bacteria
to multiple antibiotics and antibiotics of last resort,
such as carbapenems, is associated with untreatable
infections. Thus, regional monitoring of wastewater
for the presence of antibiotic resistance-producing
genes would be the first step in developing a strategy to
mitigate the release of these genes into the environment.

Academic Collaborator:
Shelby Reimer, Undergraduate student
conducting the research
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community

Academic Collaborator:
Jake Baas, Undergraduate Student
conducting the research
Community Collaborator:
Mr. Ryan Powell, Greater Nanaimo
Pollution Control Centre (GNPCC)
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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VIU’s Canada
Goose Research
Shows Some
Birds Going
South
December 14, 2016 - 9:45am

Thanks to a group of volunteer citizen-scientists like Millie Coleing, who helped
band and monitor geese this summer, a VIU research project is collecting
valuable data on Canada Geese movements and habitat use around Nanaimo.

After banding 200 Canada Geese, VIU student researcher Stew Pearce is
starting to get a picture of where they are going, and what they are doing
Have wings will travel. That’s the underlying
message Vancouver Island University (VIU)
student researcher Stew Pearce is seeing in
his data after spending more than four months
monitoring the 200 Canada Geese he and his team
of volunteers collared this summer in Nanaimo.
After tagging the birds with highly visible white
collars on their necks that have three numbers and
the letter ‘P’ displayed, the fourth year biology
student and his supervising professor Dr. Eric Demers
set up a website where citizens could report sightings.
Since June the website has generated around 240
bird reports from almost 50 locations. Along with
the website reports, Pearce follows a specified
route every three weeks to conduct surveys of 60
different sites to get a better picture of the collared
birds’ movements, habitat use and overall numbers.
He says some of what they are finding is expected.
There is a core population regularly spotted
in places such as Nanaimo’s Quarterway and
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Forest Park Elementary schoolyards, Buttertubs
Marsh, some agricultural fields and the Nanaimo
Cemetery. But what surprised him is how far
some of the collared birds have travelled.
“As we checked their movements and the reports that
come in from the website, we were surprised to find
some fairly long distance travelers,” said Pearce.
Four of the tagged birds were spotted just west
of Portland, Oregon. A couple more were down
around Eugene, Oregon and others showed up in
Washington and over on the Sunshine Coast. Six
collared birds have been harvested by hunters, and
some collars have fallen off and been turned in.
“While the reported number of sightings across the
border are relatively small, we know that there will be
many more birds in those regions that aren’t reported.
When we started, we thought we were dealing with a
fairly local population of birds that may range up and
down Vancouver Island but not much further than
that. This shows that is not the case,” said Pearce.

VIU’s Canada Goose Research Shows Some Birds Going South Cont.

Pearce received reports from birds that flew
across borders or were shot by hunters because
along with the white collars, each bird received a
smaller metal band on the leg with a web address
that connects to the U.S. Geological Survey Bird
Banding Laboratory. That program is universally
recognized across Mexico, the U.S. and Canada.
Pearce is supported by VIU, the City of Nanaimo and
regionally by volunteer citizen scientists who keep
an eye out for the tagged birds. The volunteers came
together to do a one day, simultaneous ‘blitz survey’
in November to get a better idea of how many Canada
Geese were around during a narrow window of time.
“A larger group spread out to conduct a simultaneous
count while I did my survey route and together we
came up with an estimate of almost 2,000 Canada
Geese. That included Lantzville, Nanaimo and Cedar.
These are pretty big numbers and it’s why the City
of Nanaimo is interested in our work,” said Pearce.
Dr. Demers says while the research VIU is
undertaking is concerned with movement it’s easy
to see that if 300 Canada Geese spend an entire
day in a schoolyard, it’s going to have an impact. He
says many communities across Vancouver Island
are currently working on their own management
plans including Victoria, Parksville, Port Alberni and
Campbell River. Together the municipalities are in the
process of forming a regional management committee
to share information and work together on the issue.
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“The data we are collecting will help show movement
and the habitat the geese are using. We can use
this information to see how that changes over time
and season-to-season, which will be very useful,”
said Demers. “This data is important because if a
municipality is trying to manage a local population
and 300 more birds show up from somewhere else,
then they might be fighting a losing battle. With this
kind of research you answer some questions but
invariably come up with many more so we plan to
continue with some level of monitoring for a much
longer period of time to add to our understanding.”
Pearce is planning another Canada Geese survey
‘blitz’ for January which will include VIU students,
graduates and community members. He is expected
to have a final research paper completed for April.
To report a sighting and to learn more about the
project go to VIU Canada Goose Project.

Chemistry

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
07-June-2016

Dr. Chris Gill

Atmospheric Contaminant Source Identification
Using Chemometric Approaches with Mobile
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry (MIMS)

ARTICLE
28-April-2017

Polymer Inclusion Membranes with Condensed
Phase Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
(CP-MIMS): Improved Analytical Response Time
and Sensitivity Anal Chem, 89, 5629 (2017)
Condensed phase membrane introduction mass
spectrometry (CP-MIMS) is an online, in situ analysis
technique for low volatility analytes. Analytes diffuse
through a hollow fibre membrane, where they are
then dissolved by a liquid (condensed) acceptor
phase. Permeating analytes are entrained to a mass
spectrometer. Larger analytes suffer from lengthy
response times and lower sensitivity, limiting the
use of CP-MIMS. We present the use of a heptane
cosolvent in a methanol acceptor phase in
combination with a silicone membrane. The heptane
generates an in-situ polymer inclusion membrane
(PIM). We report improved measurement response
times and greater sensitivity across a suite of
analytes, with detection limits in the low pptr
range. Improvements are attributed to increasing
analyte diffusivities, as well as increased analyte
partitioning across the PIM. Response times are
~3X faster for the larger analytes studied, and
calibration sensitivity is improved by up to ~3.5X
using heptane in the methanol acceptor. Short
sample exposure times and the non-steady state
signals reduces the analysis time. The PIM provides
a simple and robust variant of CP-MIMS.
Academic Collaborators:
Gregory W. Vandergrift, AERL, VIU;
Erik. T. Krogh, AERL, VIU
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American Society for Mass Spectrometry
Conference, in San Antonio, TX, June 2016
Membrane introduction is a simple and robust sample
introduction platform well suited to small, portable
mass spectrometers. A semipermeable membrane acts
to transfer trace analyte mixtures from complex air or
water samples, while simultaneously rejecting the bulk
sample matrix. Continuous, on-line, targeted Membrane
Introduction Mass Spectrometry (MIMS) analysis for a
range of trace contaminants in complex environmental
samples has been demonstrated, frequently using MS/
MS and/or selective ionization to resolve target analytes
from permeating mixtures for quantitative analysis.
Although targeted measurements are essential, in many
cases, multiple sources can emit the same components
(e.g. BTEX, PAHs), making source identification
difficult. Chemometric analysis of full scan MIMS data
has been employed to discriminate and characterize
samples for the identification of emission sources.
Academic Collaborators:
Larissa C. Richards Applied Environmental Research
Laboratories, Vancouver Island University;
Nicholas G. Davey Applied Environmental Research
Laboratories, Vancouver Island University;
Erik T. Krogh Applied Environmental Research
Laboratories, Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
20-August-2016

Condensed Phase Membrane Introduction
Mass Spectrometry (CP-MIMS): Direct,
Online, Measurements of Non-Volatile
Analytes in Complex Aqueous Samples
International Mass Spectrometry Conference,
in Toronto, ON, August 2016
We have been developing CP-MIMS for direct, online
measurements of environmental, pharmaceutical &
bioanalytical targets in complex aqueous samples.
Recent developments are presented, including
the design and characterization of a wide range of
interfaces for measurements in complex sample
matrices, miniaturized interfaces for direct insitu/in-vivo/small sample interrogation, thin/
composite membranes for faster measurements,
and the use of on-line internal standards in the
acceptor phase to mitigate interference from
co-permeants. Presented applications include
continuous, online measurements of non-volatile
analytes such as pharmaceuticals, hormones,
vitamins, naphthenic acids and PAHs in complex
samples such as live plant tissue, wastewater,
seawater & artificial urine. Because CP-MIMS
detects ‘free’ solution concentrations, its use to
investigate analyte binding is also presented.
Academic Collaborators:
Duncan, Kyle D., AERL, Vancouver Island University;
Vandergrift, Gregory AERL,
Vancouver Island University;
Volmer, Dietrich A, Saarlandes
University, Saarbruken;
DECappiello, Achille, Urbino University, Urbino, IT;
Krogh, Erik T, AERL, VIU

RESEARCH PROJECT

Condensed Phase Membrane Introduction
Mass Spectrometry(CP-MIMS) Coupled with
Agilent’s 7010 MS/MS Using Ultra-High
Efficiency Direct Liquid Electron Ionization (EI)
This project aimed to explore the coupling condensed
phase membrane introduction mass spectrometry (CPMIMS) with direct liquid electron ionization (LEI) to allow
the robust, universal detection of molecules that are
not compatible with gas phase EI mass spectrometry
And non-responsive to atmospheric ionization
electrospray (ESI). In CP-MIMS, neutral analyte
mixtures permeate a membrane sampling interface from
complex samples, and are subsequently entrained to
the ion source by a condensed (liquid) acceptor phase.
Feasibility has already been demonstrated, but for this
proposal, we will extend direct, online measurement
to pharmaceuticals in complex sample matrices (e.g.
pharmaceutical formulations, process and waste water
streams, artificial urine). Method detection limits and
long-term analytical performance of LEI-MS detection
will be evaluated with this model application.
Academic Collaborators:
Achille Cappiello, Urbino University, Urbino, IT;
Terry Sheehan, Agilent Technologies,
Santa Clara, CA, USA;
Erik T. Krogh, AERL, Vancouver Island University

Dr. Jessie Key
ARTICLE

Investigation of Video Tutorial Effectiveness and
Student use for General Chemistry Laboratories.
Journal of Applied Learning Technology 2015,5,14-21
A reviewed article that examined the
effectiveness of video tutorials for student
use in general chemistry laboratories.
Academic Collaborator:
Michael Paskevicius, Learning Technologies
Application Developer, Centre for Innovation and
Excellence in Learning, Vancouver Island University
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CHAPTER

GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

Chemistry Laboratory Videos - Perspectives
on Design, Production, and Student usage

Green Chemistry Experiments for SD
68/SD 79 Secondary Schools

Technology and Assessment Strategies for Improving
Student Learning in Chemistry, ACS Symposium Series
1235 Schultz, M., Schmid, S., Holme, T. American
Chemical Society: Washington, DC, 2016A

Undergraduate Student Research Project
(CHEM 490): Livingston, Aaron, BA student.

A book chapter that examined the design,
production and student usage of chemistry
laboratory videos at two post-secondary
institutions in British Columbia (VIU and SFU).
Academic Collaborators:
John Canal, Senior Lecturer, Department
of Chemistry, Simon Fraser University;
Lee Hanlan, Senior Lecturer and Associate Chair,
Department of Chemistry, Simon Fraser University;
Sophie Lavieri, Senior Lecturer, Department
of Chemistry, Simon Fraser University;
Dev Sharma, Senior Lecturer, Department
of Chemistry, Simon Fraser University;
Michael Paskevicius, Learning Technologies
Application Developer, Centre for Innovation and
Excellence in Learning, Vancouver Island University

Dr. Alexandra Weissfloch
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Integrating Green Chemistry and Toxicology
into a Single Course? Yes, it can be done!
250th Americal Chemical Society National Meeting and
Exposition, in Boston, Massachusetts, August 2015
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

One Course: Green Chemistry and Toxicology
Canadian Society for Chemistry, 98th
Chemistry Conference and Exhibition,
in Ottawa, Ontario, June 2015
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability
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This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

Using Environmentally-Benign Enzymes
to Produce a Useful Compound:
Enzyme-Catalyzed Transesterification
Reaction of Methyl Salicylate Utilizing
Microwaves to Enhance Reaction Rates
Undergraduate Student Research Project
(CHEM 490): DeGroot, Darian, BSc student.
PROJECT

Greening Chemical Education in BC: A
Workshop for Secondary School Teachers
The overall aim of the project was the design of a
workshop for BC secondary school teachers. The
goal of the workshop is to teach and promote human
safety and environmental awareness in chemistry
courses by aiding teachers to integrate green chemistry
and toxicology principles into their curricula. The
workshop materials are very closely linked with
the BC chemistry curriculum. A VIU Community
Engagement Accelerator Grant enabled the hiring
of a VIU student assistant to work on this project.
Academic Collaborator:
Christine Holt, BSc student, VIU
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Sustainability; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP

Greening Chemistry Education: Integrating
Green Chemistry and Toxicology into the
Undergraduate University Curriculum

Practical Aspects of Green Chemistry in
the Pharmaceutical Industry CHEM21
Workshop & Symposium

A two-day workshop was conducted at
Chulalongkorn University, in Thailand, to help
university instructors integrate green chemistry
and toxicology into their undergraduate curricula.
In addition to learning the basic principles of green
chemistry and toxicology, instructors were given
samples of classroom activities that integrate green
chemistry and toxicology with the essential topics
taught in chemistry curricula. In the laboratory
sessions, instructors were introduced to more
environmentally-benign experiments for
undergraduate instruction. These workshops
were supported by VIUFA, Chemical Society of
Thailand, and Dow Chemical Thailand, Ltd.

Attended this highly interactive workshop
that was delivered by academics and industry
experts in the field of green chemistry, in London,
England. The 3-day workshop included seminars
and group-work exercises involving cuttingedge case studies and industrial examples.

This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
WORKSHOP

Greening Chemistry Education: Integrating
Green Chemistry and Toxicology into
Secondary School (Mattayorn) General
Science and Chemistry Courses
A two-day workshop was conducted at Chulalongkorn
University, in Thailand, to help secondary school
instructors adopt the principles of green chemistry
and toxicology into their science curricula. Lowwaste experiments using cheap, market and
pharmacy items were introduced in practical
laboratory sessions. Innovative ways to introduce
the principles of green chemistry and toxicology
into high school classrooms were provided through
the use of interactive, group-based activities. These
workshops were supported by VIUFA, Chemical
Society of Thailand, and Dow Chemical Thailand, Ltd.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Department of Resource
Management and Protection
Dr. Eric Demers
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Water Quality and Invertebrate Assessments
for the Millstone River, Englishman River and
Richards Creek: 8 Year Summary Reports
Summary reports were compiled for annual water quality
and stream invertebrate assessments conducted on the
Millstone River, Englishman River and Richards Creek by
students in the VIU Environmental Monitoring course
(RMOT 306). This project involved the contributions
of over 75 students between 2008 and 2015.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. John Morgan, Professor, Natural Resource
Management and Protection, VIU
Community Collaborator:
Margaret Wright, Biologist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Earth Sciences

and also identifies regions of varying karst potential/
vulnerability and notable karst areas/features.

Dr. Tim Stokes

Academic Collaborators:
Paul Griffiths and Carol Ramsey, Honorary Research
Associates, Vancouver Island University

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Mapping of Karst on Vancouver Island
Deep Karst: Origins, Resources, and Management of
Hypogene Karst, in Carlsbad, New Mexico, April 2016
A poster was presented at the by the National
Cave and Karst Research Institute. The poster
outlined details of a project involving the mapping
of karst landscapes on Vancouver Island.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

New Methodologies and Approaches for
Mapping Forested Karst Landscapes,
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada
14th Multidisciplinary Conference on
Sinkhole Conference and the Engineering
and Environmental Impacts of Karst in
Rochester, Minnesota, October 2015
The poster outlined details of a mapping project
involving the karst landscapes within the temperate
rainforests Vancouver Island on the west coast
of British Columbia(BC), where both forestry and
natural resource development activities occur.
Previously, karst maps have been compiled by GIS
mapping software and generated as static graphic
images. However, it is now possible to make maps
more accessible and interactive by uploading them
as overlays within Google Earth (as KML files) or
other imagery platforms. It is also possible for these
maps to be taken into the field using tablets, phones
or iPads, allowing for on-site data collection and
resource evaluation. A key focus of this research
is the development of a `Karst Map of Vancouver
Island’ that outlines the known extent of the karst
and the likely contributing non-karst catchments,
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This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

Morphometry and Basic Ecological Characteristics
of Dolines in Unlogged Temperate Rainforest
Karst Landscapes of Northern Vancouver
Island, British Columbia, Canada
This PhD Thesis was completed and defended by
Carol Ramsey at the University of Nova Gorica in
Slovenia (a VIU Honorary Research Associate). This
thesis comprised the first systematic study of dolines
in this region. Its objectives were to determine
whether and how the dolines might vary in terms
of size and shape; and to gather basic data on the
ecological characteristics of dolines. More than
eighty dolines at three different sites on Northern
Vancouver Island were examined. The data were
used to create digital 3-dimensional models of the
dolines, and then were analyzed to determine the
range of variation in doline sizes and shapes. Other
types of field data collected at each doline including
temperature and light measurements, standing trees,
downed wood, soil depths and surface cover materials.
The results were synthesized to create a model for a
hypothetical “average doline” based on the composite
averages of the different categories of field data. This
model was used to review BC’s published recommended
best practice guidelines for dolines and to compare these
to doline management strategies in other jurisdictions.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Introducing the Mass Specmobile
January 8, 2018 - 4:15pm, by Jenn McGarrigle

Is there something strange in your neighbourhood’s air or water? VIU’s Applied
Environmental Research Labs is developing new technologies that could
revolutionize how we figure out what’s going on in our environment.
Thanks to a $1-million investment from the
Canada Foundation for Innovation and BC
Knowledge Development Fund, VIU scientists are
developing new technologies in a state-of-the-art
mobile mass spectrometry lab, a.k.a. the Mass
Specmobile, to make chemical measurements
of air and water quality on-the-run.
A mass spectrometer sorts molecules based
on how heavy they are and can detect very low
levels. The Mass Specmobile is essentially the
world’s most sensitive nose, “sniffing” the air as
it wheels around the block, or “sipping” water
samples on-site to detect the unseen. Unique
in Canada, the new research vehicle allows for
the continuous measurement of molecules that
impact the environment and human health.
Why is this so innovative? Right now, measuring
contaminants in the air or water involves taking
a sample and bringing it back to a lab, where it is
analyzed and results are returned a few weeks
later. The Mass Specmobile, which is still in the
prototype phase, brings these analytical tools
to the field, enabling scientists to understand
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the extent and degree of contamination at a study
site in real-time. This molecular-level information
can be mapped over time and space, allowing for a
greater understanding of regional scale impacts.
“It gives us that information when and where it is needed,
allowing for a better understanding of what happens to
certain molecules in the real-world,” explains Dr. Erik
Krogh, co-director of VIU’s AERL. “This research vehicle
will help us answer fundamental questions about the
fate and distribution of environmental contaminants,
both in the air and in the water, questions that are
significant both locally and around the world.”
Aside from Krogh and the lab’s other director,
Dr. Chris Gill, undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral students are involved in this research and
development project. For more details, email Gill and
Krogh at Chris.Gill@viu.ca or Erik.Krogh@viu.ca.
*This article originally appeared in the Winter
2017/18 edition of VIU Magazine. Check out
more stories on the VIU Magazine webpage.

OTHER ACTIVITY

Research on Geology Field Trip to Iceland
A field trip to Iceland was completed during
September 2015 to examine sites, logistics and
to develop contacts for a GEOL 390 Special Field
Studies course, potentially to be undertaken in the
summer of 2017. The aim of the course would be
to introduce students to the rocks types, tectonic
history, active volcanism, geothermal areas, and
glaciers of Iceland through both field work and
research projects. Of particular interest is the
interaction of volcanic eruptions and the overlying ice
sheets, along with Iceland’s location along the
Mid-Atlantic spreading ridge and above a mantle
plume. It is also a place that students could learn
about Nordic culture, history, and language.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Forest Resources Technology
Bill Beese
ARTICLE
01-September-2015

Distribution and Abundance of Pseudocyphellaria
rainierensis (Old-Growth Specklebelly Lichen)
on Vancouver Island and a Portion of the
Central Mainland Coast of British Columbia
Evansia 32 (3): 132-156
Pseudocyphellaria rainierensis (old-growth specklebelly
lichen) is found on the west coast of Canada and the USA
from Oregon to southeast Alaska. The study examined
old-growth coniferous forests on Vancouver Island
and the adjacent mainland coast of British Columbia
to determine its relative abundance, distribution and
habitat preferences. It hypothesized greater frequency
of P. rainierensis in this region because of limited prior
surveys. One-hundred-nineteen sites representing
potential habitat within 18 watersheds were searched,
recorded detailed habitat observations and collected
voucher specimens. Researchers documented 44 new
localities (>1km apart) for this species, which was known
from only 17 previous localities. Pseudocyphellaria
rainierensis occurred across a range of plant associations
but was most abundant on nutrient-rich, middle to
lower slope positions or microsites. Its occurrence was
associated with Callitropsis nootkatensis on many sites.
Although P. rainierensis was most abundant on Abies
amabilis trunks, it was found on six conifer species.
Academic Collaborator:
Stephanie Major, student, Biology
Department, University of Victoria
Community Collaborators:
Jeff Sandford, J.S. Sandford and
Associates, Nanaimo, BC;
Margaret Symon, Strathcona Forestry
Consulting, Shawnigan Lake, BC
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
14-August-2015

WORKSHOP
19-July-2016

Quantifying wind damage associated with variable
retention harvesting in coastal British Columbia

Forest Strategy Workshop, Western Forest Products

100th Ecological Society of America Annual
Meeting, Baltimore, MD, August 2015

Participated as a member of an advisory panel to
provide input on Western Forest Products’ adaptive
management strategy for maintaining biological
diversity on the company’s forest tenures in Coastal
BC. The workshop also examined forest practices and
business strategies that will help the company adapt to
and mitigate the potential impacts of climate change.

This poster described research on the extent of
wind damage to forest edges and individual trees
after variable retention harvesting--a strategy for
maintaining stand-level biodiversity. The study
investigated the qualitative and quantitative factors
associated with site and regional differences in wind
damage by sampling 172 harvested blocks over an
8-year period from southern Vancouver Island (VI) to
Haida Gwaii. Average damage to external cut block
edges (16%) ranged from 11% on southern VI to
25%on the northwest coast of VI. There was a similar
regional trend with damage for patches, groups
and strips. Windward edges were more vulnerable
than other boundary exposures. The amount of
damage also increased with increasing stand height,
topographic exposure and fetch. Although wind
damage is viewed as negative from a visual and
economic standpoint, wind plays an important role
as a natural disturbance agent. Many forest species
depend upon downed wood as habitat. Still, the wind
damage we documented raises concerns about rates
of windthrow that are higher than natural levels.
Academic Collaborator:
Terry P. Rollerson, Stantec, Gabriola, BC;
Colin M. Peters, Pacific Biological
Station, Nanaimo, BC
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability; Focused on a
topic of relevance to Vancouver Island and
Coastal BC; Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Reviewer
Reviewed scientific journal articles for
Forest Ecology and Management.
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Community Collaborator:
John Deal, Wildlife Biologist, Western Forest Products
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Physics / Engineering / Astronomy
Dr. Brian Dick
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Elected Chair of BCCAT Engineering
Articulation Committee
ghe BCCAT Engineering Articulation Committee
consists of six major research institutions, 17 colleges/
teaching institutions, and the Association of Professional
Engineers and Geoscientists of BC (APEGBC). It meets
annually to facilitate student mobility within and
promote access to engineering education in the province.
Academic Collaborators:
One member from most public and private postsecondary institutions in the province sit on this
committee including all major research institutions
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Promoting Intercultural Exchange through
an Engineering Design Project

Promoting Intercultural Exchange through
an Engineering Design Project

16th Annual Teaching and Learning Conference
at Simon Fraser University, in Vancouver, BC

Learning at Intercultural Intersections
Conference, Thompson Rivers University

First-year engineering students at both Tra Vinh
University (Vietnam) and Vancouver Island University
(Canada) have been brought together to work on a
cooperative design project as a means to integrate
intercultural perspectives within their introductory
Engineering Design course. Through web-based
and team-oriented learning, students at each school
have developed design solutions for a hypothetical
bridge project. Each bridge design has been randomly
exchanged with students at the other school where
a prototype is to be constructed and tested by early
Apr-2017. Throughout the project activity, the
design and construction teams were introduced to
several communication tools allowing for remote
collaboration. This presentation discussed briefly
the project background, but primarily focused on
the student experience during the course of the term.

First-year engineering students at both Tra Vinh
University (Vietnam) and Vancouver Island University
(Canada) have been brought together to work on a
cooperative design project as a means to integrate
intercultural perspectives within their introductory
Engineering Design course. Through web-based
and team-oriented learning, students at each school
have developed design solutions for a hypothetical
bridge project. Each bridge design has been randomly
exchanged with students at the other school where
a prototype is to be constructed and tested by early
Apr-2017. Throughout the project activity, the
design and construction teams were introduced to
several communication tools allowing for remote
collaboration. This presentation highlighted the
cooperative project planning, implementation, and
evaluative process developed by the two institutions,
while focusing on the instructor and student
experience during the intercultural exchange.

This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Academic Collaborator:
[Primary] Dr. Thai Son Nguyen, Vice-Dean, School of
Engineering and Technology, Tra Vinh University
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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OTHER PUBLICATION

RESEARCH PROJECT

BCCAT Engineering Pathways Project

Investigated growth characteristics
of carbon nanotubes

Over 2015/16, project lead for a highly inclusive
consultation process supported by a BCCAT
Transfers Innovations grant. The goal was to
evaluate the feasibility of building a common 1st
year engineering curriculum for the entire BC
post-secondary sector. Work at VIU motivated
this project as transfer pathways within the VIU’s
Fundamentals of Engineering certificate program
have been based on a common engineering
core curriculum that can be used by students
to transfer seamlessly to UBC-Vancouver, SFUBurnaby, and UVic. Expanding this concept
province-wide could provide program efficiencies
at sending institutions, enhanced student learning
environments, improved quality assurance to assist
with accreditation processes at receiving institutions
and improvement of student flexibility, costs, and
choice in their learning pathways. The report results
in two requirements, three recommendations,
and a suggested common curriculum. The BCCAT
Engineering Articulation committee has asked to
move to the implementation phase of this project.
Academic Collaborators:
This project involved principals at almost
all post-secondary institutions within the
province. A full list can be found in the
report. Primary collaborators included:
Dr. Todd J. Stuckless, Instructor, Department
of Chemistry, Langara College;
Dr. Carol Jaeger, Associate Dean, Faculty of
Engineering, University of British Columbia;
Dr. LillAnne Jackson, Associate Dean, Faculty
of Engineering, University of Victoria
Community Collaborators:
Association of Professional Engineers
and Geoscientists of BC (APEGBC);
British Columbia Council on Admissions
and Transfer (BCCAT)
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Developed a consistent carbon nanotube (CNT) growth
process using chemical vapour deposition that can be
used reliably to fabricate CNTs for applied use. Explored
opportunity for student exchange between UBC and
VIU. Arranged for equipment sharing to develop CNT
growth capabilities at VIU for future comparison studies.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Alireza Nojeh, Professor, Department
of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
University of British Columbia
RESEARCH PROJECT

Visiting Professor/Consultant at Tra Vinh University
Provided instruction to students on topics such
as ‘Engineering Design’ and ‘Critical Thinking’.
Worked with instructors on encouraging active
learning in the classroom. Toured Tra Bac Joint
Stock Corporation manufacturing facilities. Took
part in Teacher Day celebrations at TVU. Lead a
team of TVU engineering instructors with the goal
of developing an engineering design project for
TVU and VIU students to work on cooperatively.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Hoa Nguyen Minh, Dean, School of
Engineering and Technology;
Dr. Thai Son Nguyen, Vice-Dean, School
of Engineering and Technology;
Mr. Khoi Huynh Cong, Vice-Dean, School
of Engineering and Technology;
Mr. Tan Nguyen Thanh, Instructor, Department
of Electronics and Telecommunications;
Mr. Khanh Nghi Vinh, Head, IT Administration;
Mr. Phuc Nuu Dang, Head, Department of
Electronics and Telecommunications
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Raymond Penner
ARTICLE

Gravitational anti-screening and binary galaxies

leads to an acceleration of the universal expansion
without the requirement of dark energy. The theory
of gravitational anti-screening therefore provides
an alternative to the current model of cosmology.

Astrophys. Space Sci., 362, 80 (2017)

OTHER ACTIVITY

In this paper the author’s theory is applied to binary
galaxies. It is shown that there is a relationship
between the line-of-sight velocity difference of
the pair and the individual rotational velocities
of the galaxies. This is a result that has not been
previously reported and is not in line with the current
dark matter model. The theory of gravitational
anti-screening is in excellent agreement with the
observations taken by multiple researchers for
the case of the binaries being on radial orbits.

2016 Extreme Science Show

ARTICLE

Gravitational anti-screening as an
alternative to dark matter
Astrophys. Space Sci., 361, 124 (2016)
A model where galaxies induce a mass contribution
from the vacuum is presented. It is hypothesized
that the phenomena that are currently attributed
to dark matter are due to this induced contribution.
The theory is analogous to behaviour found in
quantum electrodynamics. The theory is then applied
to the rotation curve of the Milky Way galaxy as
well as to the observations of a large cluster of
galaxies called the Coma cluster. The theoretical
results are found to be in very good agreement with
the corresponding astronomical observations.
ARTICLE

Gravitational anti-screening as an
alternative to the LCDM model
Astrophys. Space Sci., 361, 361 (2016)
The author’s theory of gravitational anti-screening
is applied to cosmology. Specifically, the theory
is applied to superclusters where, using a model
of their distribution, the average density of the
universe is calculated. The theoretical calculation
agrees with the observation that the universe is
flat. In addition, it is shown that the theory also
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In May 2016 the 8th Annual Extreme Science
Show was presented. A total of five shows was
attended by 1,500 students and teachers from
local school districts. The annual show features
demonstrations from both Physics and Chemistry
faculty. The show is meant to get school children and
the community excited about science. In addition,
the show raises funds for LED Africa, a charity that
assists secondary schools in Malawi, Africa.
OTHER ACTIVITY

2017 Extreme Science Show
In May 2017 the 9th Annual Extreme Science Show
was presented. A total of 4 shows was attended by
1200 students and teachers from local school districts.
In addition, VIU sponsored a public show which was
attended by 300. The public show was in support of
several international projects being carried out at VIU.
PROJECT

LED Africa
LED Africa (www.ledafrica.org) is a charity that has
provided solar powered classroom lighting systems for
rural secondary schools in Malawi since 2009. In addition
to maintaining these lighting systems, this year LED
Africa also ran workshops for primary and secondary
school teachers. At these workshops participants learned
about making simple science demonstrations from locally
available materials. In addition, LED Africa installed
an irrigation system for a local community project
which assists the community in providing food
for the many orphans that they care for.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Faculty of Social Sciences
Anthropology

Dr. Lynette Harper

Dr. Paul Ewonus

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
24-April-2017

RESEARCH PROJECT

North Island Museums and their
Communities Field School

Archaeological investigations at the Helen
Point site (DfRu-8), Mayne Island
Field investigations were conducted during
summer 2016 as part of a larger research program
to document ancestral fisheries of Coast Salish
communities. VIU students and members of the
Tsartlip First Nation participated in the project
planning, fieldwork and post-fieldwork analysis.
Councillor Simon Smith Jr. was the formal
representative of the Tsartlip Nation in the field
and was present during all field investigations.
His contribution on the ground was of critical
importance. Fieldwork consisted of percussion
coring using an Environmentalist subsoil probe,
auger sampling and column sampling of exposed
site deposits on the wave-cut bank, as well as
mapping work. The Helen Point site is being actively
eroded by rising sea levels and marine traffic
on Active Pass in the southern Gulf Islands.
Thanks first-and-foremost to the Tsartlip
First Nation for generously supporting this
research in their territory. Funding for fieldwork
and radiocarbon dating analysis was kindly
provided by Okanagan College and VIU
through internal faculty research grants.
Academic Collaborators:
Department of Chemistry,
Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Tsartlip First Nation
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Lynette Harper, with co-leader Imogene Lim, conducted
a one-week field school with VIU third-year students.
Their community museum visits challenged preconceived
ideas about what museums are and how they operate,
offering diverse models of curation, interpretation
and visitor experience. Thanks to the collaboration
of staff and volunteers at Umista Cultural Centre,
Sointula Museum, Port McNeill Museum, and the
Museum at Campbell River, students focused on the
politics of public representation and participatory
museum practices in four distinctive community
contexts. for generously supporting this research in
their territory. Funding for fieldwork and radiocarbon
dating analysis was kindly provided by Okanagan College
and VIU through internal faculty research grants.
Academic Collaborator:
Imogene Lim, Professor, Anthropology,
Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Trevor Isaac, Collections and Education
Assistant, Umista Cultural Centre;
Juanita Johnson, Collections Manager,
Umista Cultural Centre;
Marjorie Giroux, Board member and other
volunteers at Sointula Museum;
Beth Boyce, Curator, Museum at Campbell River;
Sandra Parrish, Executive Director,
Museum at Campbell River;
Rupa Paul, Manager, Port McNeill Museum
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dr. Imogene Lim
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member - Coal Creek Historic
Park Advisory Committee
For the past couple of years, the Coal Creek Historic
Park Advisory Committee has been advising
the Village of Cumberland and the Cumberland
Museum & Archives on different matters affecting
the park. One of the main projects has been the
updating of plaques for the walking tour of Historic
Chinatown, which the committee discussed
and reviewed. Connie Graham, while a VIU
student, undertook an Anthropology internship
during the summer of 2015, when much of the
research for the plaques was undertaken. For the
plaque unveiling May 7, 2016, the press release
included a ‘special thanks’ to Connie for her
work, cumberland.ca/news/2017/05/chinatownwalking-tour-unveiling-ceremony/ Dr. Lim is
the one committee member who does not live in
Cumberland, as well as, being the lone academic.
Community Collaborators:
Kevin McPhedran, Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Coordinator, Village of Cumberland;
Anna Rambow, Events and Outreach Coordinator,
Cumberland Museum & Archives;
Michelle Willard, Executive Director,
Cumberland Museum & Archives
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member - Legacy Initiatives Advisory Council (LIAC)
Dr. Lim was appointed a member of the Legacy
Initiatives Advisory Council (LIAC) in 2014 and has
been reappointed for a third term ending in 2017,
see: www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/
multiculturalism-anti-racism/chinese-legacy-bc/legacy
-initiatives-advisory-council
This is a provincial government appointment through
the Ministry of International Trade, created to advise the
government on the implementation of projects resulting
from the 2014 apology for Chinese historical wrongs.
Dr. Lim has been specifically involved in two LIAC
projects: The Celebration Book, and Historic Places,
see: www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
governments/multiculturalism-anti-racism/
chinese-legacy-bc/le gacy-projects
Much of spring/summer 2016 was spent
reviewing and editing drafts of the former.
For the latter, Historic Places, Dr. Lim represented
LIAC in the unveiling of a marker in Cumberland’s
Chinese Cemetery, January 13, 2017, see: news.
gov.bc.ca/releases/2017MIT0003-000063
(Dr. Lim is included in the bottom
photograph in this press release).
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Henry Yu, Associate Professor, History, UBC
Community Collaborator:
Adriana Proton, Deputy Corporate
Officer, Village of Cumberland
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Co-leader, North Island Museums and
their Communities Field School
Dr. Lim was a co-leader with Dr. Lynette Harper for
the field school, North Island Museums and their
Communities. This field school was offered during
the intersession of 2016 and 2017, with students
receiving credit in either Anthropology or First
Nations Studies. Museums visited were: Museum of
Campbell River, U’mista Cultural Centre, Sointula
Museum, and Port McNeill & District Museum.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Lynette Harper, Instructor, Anthropology, VIU
Community Collaborators:
Sandra Parrish, Executive Director,
Museum at Campbell River;
Beth Boyce, Curator & Education Manager,
Museum at Campbell River;
Trevor Isaac, Collections & Education
Assistant, U’mista Cultural Centre;
Rupa Paul, Manager, Port McNeill & District Museum
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Involved First Nations people; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
08-September-2016

Community talk - On the Menu:
Stories About Food and People
Dr. Lim spoke as one of the featured collectors
in the Museum of Vancouver’s All Together Now:
Vancouver Collectors and Their Worlds. It was
one of a series of community talks, entitled:
Me and My Collection, for the exhibit.
Information on this is available online:
museumofvancouver.ca/programs/
blog/2016/09/26/me-and-mycollection-imogene-lim

Community Collaborators:
Alan Kollins, Public Programs Coordinator,
Museum of Vancouver;
Viviane Gosselin, Director of Collections
and Exhibitions, Curator of Contemporary
Culture, Museum of Vancouver
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
18-January-2017

Inaugural Global Dialogues talk - On
the Menu: More than Food
Invited by the Global Studies Program, Dr. Lim
was the inaugural speaker for its annual series,
Global Dialogues. It was held in the Royal Arbutus
Room, Nanaimo Campus, VIU, with community
members and a GEOG 290 class in attendance.
Dr. Lim also teaches in the Global Studies Program.
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
06-February-2016

Invited speaker - Chinese Canadian Women:
Island Stories from the Archives
Dr. Lim was an invited co-speaker with Dr. John Price,
History, UVic, at the Victoria Chinatown Lioness annual
lunar new year dinner at the Golden City Restaurant.
Dr. Lim’s portion of the PowerPoint
presentation is available online:
wordpress.viu.ca/limi/files/2012/07/
ChineseCanadianWomen06Feb2016.pdf
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. John Price, Professor, History, UVic
Community Collaborators:
Victoria Chinatown Lioness
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society; Focused on a
topic of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
13-May-2017

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
05-May-2017

Official Remarks - Unveiling of plaques
in Vancouver’s Historic Chinatown

A Canadiana Story, Not the Story You
Think: “Chinese” Entrepreneurs
BC Studies Conference, May 2017

In 2006, Dr. Lim nominated Nellie Yip Quong as a
Person of National Historic Significance; it received
approval in 2008. Fast forward to 2017, Nellie’s
plaque and two others were unveiled in Vancouver’s
Historic Chinatown. Dr. Lim’s remarks can be found
online: viurrspace.ca/handle/10613/4951.
During the ceremony, they were translated into
Cantonese, the dialect that was primarily spoken
at the time. For English-language press coverage,
go to: vancouversun.com/news/local-news/newplaque-commemorates-vancouver-chinatownssigni ficance-in-immigrant-history, or
www.vancourier.com/community/chinatownplaques-mark-historical-places-people-1.2000700 3
Community Collaborators:
Fred Mah, Chair, Committee to Celebrate
Vancouver’s Chinatown Heritage;
Melissa Banovich, Historic Sites Manager, Coastal
British Columbia Field Unit, Parks Canada
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION
26-September-2015

Pecha Kucha speaker - Vancouver
Island: The Chinese Restaurant
Dr. Lim was invited to speak at Nanaimo’s Pecha
Kucha Vol.2 event at the Port Theatre Lobby. The
focus of the event was Mines and Yours: Honouring
Heritage in Nanaimo. The presentation can be
viewed online: www.pechakucha.org/cities/
nanaimo/presentations/the-chinese-restaurant
Community Collaborators:
City of Nanaimo, Department of Culture and Heritage
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Dr. Lim presented a portion of the research
undertaken under the auspices of the Asian Canadians
on Vancouver Island (ACVI) Project at the BC
Studies Conference. It also included a commentary
on how ‘we’ Canadians have commemorated
celebratory occasions, such as Canada 150.
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
28-October-2016

WK Gardens: What’s on the Menu?
Dr. Lim was invited to attend and present at an
international conference in Guangzhou, China, Chinese
Food and Culture in Local and Global Contexts. She
presented information based on her Chinese menu
collection, viurrspace.ca/handle/10613/2695. Her
travel and participation were supported by internal
funding: A Global Engagement Travel Grant, as well as,
from the Travel and Conference Proceeding Committee.
While in China, she also investigated locations for a
field school, especially with the Cangdong Project in
Kaiping. She is now in discussion with Dr. Pam Shaw,
Geography, in coordinating such a field school for
May 2018. A research assistant, work-op, Chantelle
Spicer, has been hired for summer 2017 to review
useful websites to create a one-stop resource page.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Selia Tan, Faculty, Architecture, Wuyi University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

OTHER ACTIVITY
24-February-2016

OTHER ACTIVITY
04-February-2017

Assisted with creating a new scholarship for
international students in Social Sciences

Moderator, Asian Canadians on Vancouver
Island (ACVI) Project workshop

For the workshop of February 24, 2016, Masako and
Stanley Fukawa attended as speaker and participant.
The Fukawas had long retired from VIU, at the time
Malaspina, and to honour and recognize not only
their scholarship but also their direct association with
VIU, Dr. Lim approached President Nilson to consider
a meaningful way of honouring them. To this end,
the Masako and Stanley Fukawa was created and
awarded for the first time in 2017. Stanley Fukawa
was a charter faculty member of VIU (Malaspina
College) in Sociology, while Masako was the first
principal of VIU’s International High School.

Dr. Lim served as the moderator at an ACVI
workshop entitled, (Un)Settling the Land, Working
for Change. The panel featured Chief Bill Cranmer
of the Namgis Nation, from Yalis (Alert Bay)
speaking about the confiscation and repatriation
of potlatch items, as well as, decolonizing
our heritage and teaching institutions.

Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Ralph Nilson, President and Vice-Chancellor, VIU
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER ACTIVITY
06-May-2017

Interview for CBC’s North by Northwest
Dr. Lim was interviewed by Sheryl MacKay for
CBC’s North by Northwest. The interview was
to promote the unveiling of the new and updated
plaques for Historic Chinatown in Cumberland on
May 7, 2017. However, the interview was broad
ranging discussing Chinese Canadian history and Dr.
Lim’s own family connection to Cumberland’s
Chinatown. The 15-minute interview clip can be
found online: viurrspace.ca/handle/10613/4902
Community Collaborators:
Sheryl MacKay, Host, CBC’s North by Northwest;
Jennifer Chen, Associate Producer,
CBC’s North by Northwest
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Academic Collaborator:
Dr. John Price, Professor, History, University of Victoria
Community Collaborators:
Chief Bill Cranmer, Namgis Nation;
Maryko Omatsu, retired Ontario Court Judge;
Mary Keiko Kitagawa, social justice activist
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER ACTIVITY
22-June-2016

Opening remarks to exhibit, All Together Now:
Vancouver Collectors and Their Worlds
Dr. Lim was invited to speak at the opening reception of
the Museum of Vancouver’s All Together Now: Vancouver
Collectors and Their Worlds. As the representative
collector, she spoke on behalf of the 20 whose “beautiful,
rare, and unconventional collections” included hers
– Chinese Restaurant Menus. The exhibit ran from
June 23, 2016 to March 19, 2017. Her remarks are
available online: viurrspace.ca/handle/10613/2908
Information on the exhibit is available:
museumofvancouver.ca/exhibitions/
exhibit/all-together-now
Community Collaborator:
Viviane Gosselin, Senior Manager, Curatorial and Curator
of Contemporary Culture, Museum of Vancouver

OTHER ACTIVITY
05-May-2017

Organized Asian Canadians on
Vancouver Island (ACVI) Project sessions
at the BC Studies Conference
Dr. Lim organized six ACVI sessions for the BC
Studies Conference with the assistance of her
work-op, Chantelle Spicer. ACVI supported
participants in pre-registering and reimbursing
the bulk of their travel expenses. Dr. Lim also
initiated a conversation with Leslie Robertson,
Editor, BC Studies, about ACVI having a special
issue of BC Studies. As well, she secured
financial support (Office of the President, Office
of Aboriginal Education, and VIUFA Human
Rights & International Solidarity) for the Island
premiere of the screening of All Our Father’s
Relations, allourfathersrelations.com/, held in
conjunction with the conference. This included
having Elder Larry Grant, Musqueam, Sarah Ling,
Producer, and Alejandro Yoshisawa, Director,
available following the screening for Q&A.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Tim Lewis, Chair, History, VIU;
Dr. Katharine Rollwagen, Professor, History, VIU;
Dr. John Price, Professor, History, UVic;
Dr. Leslie Robertson, Editor, BC Studies
Community Collaborators:
Sara Ling, Producer, All Our Father’s Relations;
Elder Larry Grant, Musqueam
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER PUBLICATION

This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society; Focused
on Global Community; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
RESEARCH PROJECT

Co-researcher, Asian Canadians on
Vancouver Island (ACVI) project
Dr. Lim is one of the co-researchers of Asian
Canadians on Vancouver Island: Race, Indigeneity
and the Transpacific, funded by a Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Insight
grant. Dr. John Price is the Project Director,
see: vi-asiancanadians.ca/. Opportunities have arisen
for VIU students, past and present, to be involved in
workshops and/or research opportunities. Connie
Graham, based on her work with Cumberland
Museum & Archives as a VIU anthropology intern,
was hired as a Research Associate, spring/summer
2016, and currently has a contract with ACVI as the
Exhibit Coordinator for a travelling exhibit that Drs.
Lim and Shea have helped develop with community
museum partner, Cowichan Valley Museum.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. John Price, Professor, History, UVic;
Dr. Tusa Shea, Program Coordinator, Cultural
Resource Management Program, UVic;
Dr. Christine O’Bonsawin, Director,
Indigenous Studies Program, UVic
Community Collaborators:
Kathryn Gagnon, Curator, Cowichan Valley
Museum; Michelle Willard, Executive Director,
Cumberland Museum & Archives;
Anna Rambow, Events & Outreach Coordinator,
Cumberland Museum & Archives;
Beth Boyce, Curator & Education Manager,
Museum of Campbell River;
Aimee Greenaway, Interpretive
Curator, Nanaimo Museum;
Linda Reid, Research Archivist, Nikkei
National Museum & Cultural Centre

Book Review
Dr. Lim reviewed the book, Coming Home in
Gold Brocade: Chinese in Early Northwest
America (2015), by Bennet Bronson and Chuimei
Ho. The review is in the May 2017 issue,
Journal of Chinese Overseas 13(1),149-152.
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This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

WORKSHOP
24-February-2016

Community Planning

Organized and hosted workshop for Asian
Canadians on Vancouver Island (ACVI)

Dr. Don Alexander

Dr. Lim is a co-applicant of a Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) grant with
Dr. John Price, History, UVic (ACVI Project
Director). The workshop, Asian Canadians and First
Nations on the Islands: Sharing Stories, Re-Connecting
Communities, was organised with Faith Takishita,
VIU Librarian, see: program, wordpress.viu.ca/
limi/files/2012/05/ACFNonIslands_1pager.pdf.
The focus was on community members, which
included two VIU students, Julia Bristow and Jordan
Peterman. Julia presented findings based on her
Anthropology internship with the Cowichan Valley
Museum, while Jordan presented his based-on work
undertaken as Dr. Lim’s research assistant (work-op).
Academic Collaborators:
Faith Takishita, Librarian, VIU;
Dr. John Price, Professor, History, UVic
Community Collaborator:
Kathryn Gagnon, Curator, Cowichan Valley Museum
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

ARTICLE

At Main and Hastings, A Radical
Rebuff to the Rich Takes Shape
The Tyee (May 31st, 2016)
Article about an incubator/ makerspace/ community
hub taking shape in the Downtown Eastside based,
in part, on an interview with Bob Williams, social
activist and former chair of VanCity Credit Union.
Community Collaborator:
Bob Williams, community activist
and social entrepreneur
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE
01-January-2017

Bioregions vs. Biosphere Reserves:
Which Is a Better Vehicle for
Sustainability?
International Journal of UNESCO
Biosphere Reserves, 1, 1 (2017)
Comparison of the theory and practice of
bioregions vs. biosphere reserves and their
respective relevance for sustainable planning.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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ARTICLE

ARTICLE

Review of Beyond Fair Trade: How One Small
Coffee Company Helped Transform a Hillside
Village in Thailand by Mark Pendergrast

Review of The Reef: A Passionate History:
The Great Barrier Reef from Captain Cook
to Climate Change by Iain McCalman

Alternatives Journal 42, No. 2 (Fall 2016)

The Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography
37, no. 1 (January 2016)

Review of a book about the evolution of a Thailand
and Canada-based coffee company (“Beyond Fair
Trade”) that seeks to return control to the growers.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community
ARTICLE
01-January-2017

Review of Pitting the Olives Might
Help by Hayley Alexander
Planning West, 59, 1 (Winter 2017)
Description of book about an expatriate’s experience
living and working in Moscow and travelling in
Russia during the ‘Wild West’ period of the 1990s.
This Activity:
Focused on Global Community
ARTICLE

Review of Sustainability: A History
by Jeremy Caradonna

Review of a book on how human perception of
the Great Barrier Reef has changed over time
and how this has affected its treatment.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE

Review of The Environmental Advantages
of Cities: Countering Commonsense Antiurbanism by William B. Meyer
The Canadian Geographer 59, no. 2 (Summer2015), e54-55
Review of book which comprehensively critiques
that the idea that cities are environmental
disaster zones, and instead shows the opposite
are far more efficient, at least potentially, in
managing human impacts on the environment.
ARTICLE

Canadian Geographer 60, no. 4 (Winter 2016)

Urban Environmental Degradation:
Causes and Solutions

Book review of a recent history of the
theory and practice of sustainability.

In Environmental Degradation: Types, Causes, and Impacts,
ed. by Alice Marsh. Hauppauge NY: Nova Science, 2016

This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Critical analysis of the theory and practice
of municipal environmental planning with
positive and negative examples from various
Canadian communities, including Nanaimo.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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ARTICLE

ARTICLE

(with Bernie Jones) Rural Sustainability
and the ‘Lenses’ of Place

(with Linda Bracken) Projects at Green Ideas

In Sustainability Planning and Collaboration in Rural
Canada, ed. Lars Hallstrom, et al. Edmonton,
AB: University of Alberta Press, 2016
Analysis of a land use conflict involving Echo Heights
in Chemainus, which was used as a jumping-off point
for the development of a broader framework, using
the notion of “lenses” for analyzing land use conflicts.
Community Collaborator:
Bernie Jones, community activist in Chemainus
and former planner and planning academic
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE

(with Christopher Stephens) Planning
and Ecology: A Good Marriage?

The Navigator Vol. 48, no. 14 (April 2017)
Report on an event held by the Sustainability
Advisory Committee to generate new
ideas for projects on campus.
Academic Collaborator:
Linda Bracken, Psychology and Geography student
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Citizenship and Civil
Society; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE
01-December-2016

(with Taylor Alexander and Maria Inêz Paes
Ferraeira) Sustainable Development in a
Canadian Context: A Critical Review
English language edition of Boletim do
Observatorio Ambiental 10, No. 1 (2016)

Planning West (Summer 2016)
Article based on a workshop given at the
Planning Institute of BC’s annual conference.
Academic Collaborator:
Christopher Stephens, Master’s candidate
in the Master of Community Planning
program at Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Taylor Alexander was the lead author of this
exploration of the theories and concepts of sustainable
development as it has evolved in Canada while
also looking at its corresponding deficiencies.
Academic Collaborators:
Taylor Alexander, Master of Community Planning
candidate at Vancouver Island University;
Maria Inêz Paes Ferraeira, Coordenadora do
Nucleo de Pesquisa em Petroleo Energia e
Recursos Naturais (Instituto Federal Fluminense
-IFFluminese, Macae Campus, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Criminology

The Political Economy of Energy Megaprojects:
The Case of British Columbia, Canada

Dr. Ellen Faulkner

American Association of Geographers annual
conference in Boston, MA, 7 April 2017

CHAPTER

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Introduction: Agency and Resistance: Debates in
Feminist Theory and Praxis (with Gayle MacDonald)

Planning and Ecology: A Good Marriage?
Planning Institute of BC annual conference
in Kelowna, BC 31 May 2016
Academic Collaborator:
Christopher Stephens, Master of
Community Planning candidate
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Ellen Faulkner and Gayle MacDonald. Summer 2016.
Reprinted in Elizabeth Comack, Gillian Balfour,
Ellen Faulkner, Gayle MacDonald, A.J. Withers,
Kiran Mirchandani and Wendy Chan (Eds).
Gender, Law and Justice. Custom Textbook
Complied by Emily van der Meulen, Department
of Criminology, Ryerson University. Fernwood
Publishing: Black Point, Nova Scotia. Pgs. 53-60.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Gayle MacDonald Associate Vice-President, Research
Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, Nova Scotia
CHAPTER

Sexualities and Difference: The Criminalization
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered
and Queer (LGBTQ) People in Canada
Faulkner, Ellen. 2016. “Sexualities and Difference:
The Criminalization of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgendered, and Queer (LGBTQ) People in
Canada.” Updated chapter reprinted in Barbara
Perry (Ed.), Diversity, Crime and Justice in Canada.
Toronto: Oxford University Press. Pgs. 256-284.
CHAPTER

Homophobic Sexist Violence in Canada:
Trends in the Experiences of Lesbian
and Bisexual Women in Canada
Faulkner, Ellen. 2015. “Homophobic Sexist Violence
in Canada: Trends in the Experiences of Lesbian and
Bisexual Women in Canada.” Reprinted in Brenda
Cranney and Sheila Molloy (Eds.), Canadian Woman
Studies: An Introductory Reader. (Third Edition).
Toronto: Inanna Publications. Pgs. 401-416.
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
29-May-2017

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in
the Legal Profession: A national study
Canadian Sociological Association Meetings,
Annual Congress of the Humanities and Social
Sciences, Canada. Ryerson University, 2017
In recent years, much has been written on gender
identity, sexual orientation and the law. The struggle
for sexual minority rights has not only taken place
through street protests but in courtrooms across
Canada as well. Landmark cases, which have been
decided on diverse issues, ranging from marriage
to the interpretation of Charter rights, have
helped to cement the rights of queer people. Legal
professionals are key players in such cases and yet
they are hardly the focus of any discussion on
sexual minority rights. The result of this is that
there is little information on how queer identified
lawyers experience the legal profession. This paper
discusses these issues using findings from a recent
SSHRC funded national study that was
conducted on sexual orientation, gender
identity and the legal profession.
Academic Collaborator:
Kuukuwa Andam, Doctoral Candidate, Faculty
of Law, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario
Community Collaborators:
www.csa-scs.ca/conference/paper/sexualorientation-and-gender-identity-in-thelegal-professi on-a-national-study/
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
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RESEARCH PROJECT

Community Based Study of Former & Current Gang
Involved and Incarcerated LGBTQ2S Youth
Insight Grant: SSHRC Insight Grant Submitted Fall
2016. Status: Co-Applicant. (Results August 2017).
Research Objectives: To provide an evidence base to
inform rehabilitation counselling, residential treatment,
interventions for gang-exit and offender desistance,
and prevention programs and policy as they relate to
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender and gender
presentation; To provide effective approaches to youth
policies as they relate to the needs of incarcerated
gender nonconforming and LGBTQ youth, with an
aim to be inclusive of gender-affirming pronouns, and
names, and mental health treatment that does not
automatically assume pathology based on sexual or
gender identity; To provide a better understanding of
how LGBTQ young adults commit and experience crime;
To contribute to innovative and cost recovery gender
and sex-specific methods of intervention that have
been successful in other jurisdictions outside Canada
Academic Collaborator:
Principle Investigator: Dr. Wesley Crichlow,
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ontario
Institute for Technology, Oshawa, Ontario
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

RESEARCH PROJECT

RESEARCH PROJECT

Pathways to Prosperity: New Policy
Directions and Innovative Local Practices
for Newcomer Attraction and Integration

Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identities in the Legal Profession

SSHRC Partnership Grant Awarded March 2012
Role: Collaborator, Ongoing.
The research project valued at $2.5 million involves
working with forty other academics and community
activists across Canada. The goals of “Pathways
to Prosperity” is to: (1) work with and provide
support to small and mid-sized communities across
Canada in their efforts to become more receptive
and better able to serve the needs of newcomers
and minorities, (2) equip community organizations
and municipal governments with the tools (8211)
analytic capacity and information (8211) they
need to devise and implement evidence-based
strategies that address challenges in immigration,
inclusion, local development, and economic and social
sustainability and, (3) to work with practitioners
and policymakers to help clarify strategic priorities,
conduct analyses, and improve policies and
programs through the co-creation of knowledge.
Academic Collaborator:
Principle Investigator: Dr. Victoria Esses, Department
of Psychology, The University of Western Ontario
Value: $2.5 million dollars over seven years
religionanddiversity.ca/media/uploads/
making_the_news/noteworthy/2012/ramji_-_
pathwa ys_to_prosperity_-_august_2012.pdf
Community Collaborators:
The Partnership has obtained solid commitments of
support from Citizenship and Immigration Canada
and partnering provincial immigration ministries.
Its work will complement the efforts of federal,
provincial and territorial governments working to
improve the settlement and integration outcomes
of newcomers to Canada. As part of this effort, the
network will contribute research expertise to the
development of Local Immigration Partnerships
as they are established across the country.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Standard Research Grant SSHRC Standard
Research Grant (Awarded 2011)
Role: Collaborator, Ongoing
This project is a sustained empirical, socio-legal study
of the complexities and challenges faced by lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transsex/gender, two-spirited, and
intersex members of the Canadian legal profession
as they negotiate issues of invisibility, disclosure, and
acceptance by employers, colleagues, clients, judges,
and communities in shaping their lives and careers. This
study will use both qualitative and quantitative research
methods to obtain comprehensive results. Qualitative
research will focus on the legal and regulatory
framework governing the legal profession and the
many steps that have already been taken in recognizing
diversity within the profession, and will include
interviews with lawyers, teachers, judges, law firm, and
other employers to identify key issues. Quantitative
research will be obtained through online surveys to
obtain information on as many LGBTTI lawyers from
all regions as possible. www.canadianlawyermag.
com/legalfeeds/1687/survey-of-lawyers-to-examineexperie nce-of-sexual-minorities-in-profession.html
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Audrey Kobayashi, Department of
Geography, Queen’s University;
Dr. Barry Adam, Department of
Sociology, University of Windsor;
Professor Kathleen A. Lahey, Faculty
of Law, Queen’s University;
Dr. Kevin Alderson, Department of
Psychology, University of Calgary
(Awarded 2011 - ongoing)
law.queensu.ca/news/sogiSurvey
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

Dr. Elizabeth McLin
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Arizona Field School
Students traveled to compare the criminal justice
and immigration systems with those in Canada.
One group of students traveled to Arizona and the
United States and Mexico border while another
group traveled to Osoyoos and the United States and
Canada border. Students presented their discoveries
at a Showcase event at Vancouver
Island University in April 2017.
Academic Collaborator:
Sylvie Lafreniere, Chair, Sociology,
Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborators:
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office Arizona
Department of Corrections Border links
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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RESEARCH PROJECT

Community Based Applied Interdisciplinary Research
Student researchers Sally Haynes, Jenna Hagen,
and Jack Freedman conducted a study on behalf of
the City of Nanaimo to explore resident perceptions
about supportive housing after the housing had
been in place for three years. Their results were
presented at a Grand Finale at Vancouver Island
University in April and their paper was accepted
for presentation at the National Council on
Undergraduate Research in Memphis, Tennessee.
Academic Collaborators:
Elizabeth McLin, Chair, Criminology,
Vancouver Island University;
Sylvie Lafreniere, Chair, Sociology,
Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborator:
John Horn, Social Planner, City of Nanaimo
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning

Parksville Mayor Marc Lefebvre was joined by VIU student-researchers on Feb. 17 to officially launch the
Community Park Master Plan and Parks Survey project.

VIU Partners with Parksville on
Parks Survey and Community
Park Master Plan
March 2, 2017 - 11:45am

VIU and the City of Parksville are working together to come up with
plans for parks and trails that look 20 years into the future
If you live in Parksville don’t be surprised to see
a wide range of Vancouver Island University
(VIU) Master of Community Planning (MCP)
students from various VIU disciplines interviewing
citizens, conducting research, and mapping the
extensive network of 54 parks that fall under
the jurisdiction of the City of Parksville.
The park system is exceptional in the city of just
over 12,000, particularly the sprawling Parksville
Community Park which is a huge tourist draw, but as
the community grows and tourism pressure builds
the City is seeking a strategy to maintain and improve
the parks for sustained use. In an effort to stay in
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front of the issue, Parksville’s Mayor and Council issued
a request for proposals to launch a comprehensive
Community Park Master Plan and Parks Survey Project.
A proposal to complete the work was submitted
by VIU’s Master of Community Planning Professor
Dr. Pam Shaw with support from VIU Sociology
Department Chair, Dr. Sylvie Lafreniere. Their
proposal was to engage VIU students by having
them conduct the research and present the data.
The contract was signed February 17 with Parksville
Mayor Marc Lefebvre, VIU students and City staff in
attendance. Lefebvre pointed out that last year the

VIU Partners with Parksville on Parks Survey and Community Park Master Plan Cont.

Parksville Community Park was home to more than
400 events, including the annual Parksville Beach
Festival that hosts the Quality Foods Canadian
Open Sand Sculpting Competition and Exhibition.
“The Parksville Community Park is the jewel of
our city. We estimate more than 500,000 people
enjoyed the park and its services last year and
we only expect those numbers to grow,” said
Lefebvre. “The resulting damage from that level
of use falls on the City to repair, which is why we
need a management plan in place which allows
us to continue to maintain the park at a level our
residents and visitors have come to expect.”
VIU’s proposed Community Park Master Plan
involves VIU students tasked with developing
a long-term, comprehensive document that
provides direction for managing and developing
the Community Park over a 20-year period.
“The information that is gathered through this
process will allow our citizens to be a part of the
planning process, and will guide our City’s decisionmakers for decades to come,” said Lefebvre.
“Throughout the years, VIU has supported our
City and region by offering experiential learning
opportunities to students who have contributed
to a number of different projects. The work they
do is of the highest quality and the energy and
enthusiasm they bring benefits us all, which is why
we are excited to work with them on this project.”
Sarah Holden, a recent VIU graduate from
the Geography Department, is leading the
project until May. She says ultimately, the
vision for the Community Park Master
Plan is to develop a document that reflects
the needs and wants of park users.
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“As a student, it isn’t common to have the opportunity
to work on a project of this magnitude that has the
capacity to reach so many people. I’m just grateful
to have extremely competent and knowledgeable
coworkers who continue to help me move the project
in a direction that will make it successful,” said Holden.
The deliverables include an asset inventory,
comprehensive Geographical Information System (GIS)
mapping and analysis, tourist and resident surveys, and
an action plan for the parks. VIU students, including
exchange students from Kenya and Belize, have
already visited all 54 parks and begun compiling data.
Stacey Cayetano, from the University of Belize, is a
GIS intern at VIU and an integral part of the team.
“What excites me most about the project is to learn
about Parksville, its history and culture. Also to
compare how studies in Belize, which is a developing
country, differ from a developed country like
Canada,” said Cayetano. “With the new knowledge
and skills that I will gain from this experience I
hope to assist with more projects back home.”
Dr. Pam Shaw says through partnerships like the one
with the City of Parksville, students are able to take
what they learn in the classroom into the real world and
work on projects that not only give them professionallevel skills but the confidence they need to be successful
at whatever they choose to do after they graduate.
“The impacts that student-led research projects like
this have on the participants is immeasurable, which
is why it’s such an honour to have our students so
involved,” said Shaw. “We look forward to continuing
to build on the relationship we have with the City
of Parksville and supporting them not only through
this process but with future projects as well.”

Geography

ARTICLE

Dr. Don Alexander

Developing the Master in Arts in
Community Planning at VIU

ARTICLE
01-April-2015

A Tale of Three Universities: Sustainability,
from theory to practice by Don
Alexander and Pamela Jack
A description of research conducted over 2-plus years
examining VIU’s practice vis-a-vis sustainability in
comparison to the University of British Columbia and
Royal Roads University. It appeared in the on-line
journal, Western Geography 20/21 (March 2015).
Academic Collaborator:
Pamela Jack (work opportunity student)
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE
24-April-2015

Alexander, Don. “Natural Gardener’s
Demise a Troubling Sign”
Vancouver Courier
An article based around an interview with the
former owner of a specialized retail store, the
Natural Gardener, that was forced out of business
by rising lease rates and other factors. Uses
the case to illustrate the decline of small retail
businesses that make neighborhoods special.
Community Collaborator:
Owner of The Natural Gardener
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Continued to work under the leadership of Dr. Pam
Shaw to develop the community planning program which
accepted its first cohort in the fall of 2015. Was part
of the hiring process, as well as meetings with Degree
Quality Assurance Board (DQAB) of the Ministry of
Advanced Education and the Professional Standards
Board (PSB) of the Canadian Institute of Planners. I am
teaching PLAN 502: Theory and Policy for Planning.
Academic Collaborator:
Pam Shaw, Dr. Dave Witty, and Lindsay
Chase (University of Victoria)
Community Collaborators:
A variety of professionals who are helping
to shape and teach the program:
Ross Blackwell (8206) (CVRD);
Mark Holland (Mark Holland Plan);
Kate Stefiuk (landscape architect);
Chris Midgley (RDN), Lui Carvello (planning law lawyer);
Ray Tomalty (Smart Cities Consultants)
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE
15-April-2015

Say Goodbye to Small Retail: Should We Care?
by Don Alexander and Dr. Pam Shaw
The Bird’s Eye, 15 & 22 April 2015
An edited version of an article published in Plan
Canada edited for a Quadra Island magazine.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Pam Shaw
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
02-June-2015

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
03-June-2015

Community Gardens: Contested Ground

Mount Pleasant: A Perfect Storm

An examination of the conflict between community
gardeners and CP Rail in the Arbutus Corridor in
Vancouver, and the role of the City of Vancouver.
Also looked at the history of the Corridor and
gardens therein. Presented as part of “A Place
at the Table: Social and Critical Perspectives”
session at the annual Canadian Association of
Geographers national conference in Vancouver.

Chaired a session on “Housing Geographies” and
presented a paper at the annual national conference at
the Canadian Association of Geographers in Vancouver.
The paper focused on a conflict involving a citizens’
group (Residents’ Association of Mount Pleasant),
a major high-rise development (the Rize), and the
City of Vancouver that has taken place regarding
a site at the intersection of Main and Broadway in
the Mount Pleasant neighborhood of Vancouver.

Community Collaborators:
Interviewed a couple of spokespeople
for the community gardens
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
02-June-2015

Governing Sustainable Urban Communities
Examined the process by which the Olympic
Village/Southeast False Creek in Vancouver
and Dockside Green in Victoria were created
from a governance perspective and the current
role of residents in managing each. It was part
of a session entitled “Critical Perspectives on
Ecourban Development Around the World 2:
Narratives, Niches, and Rifts in Ecourban Practice”
held as part of the annual Canadian Association
of Geographers conference in Vancouver.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Community Collaborators:
Interviewed an architect who has been assisting the
citizens’ group, the current planner for the area, and
the former lead planner, and a member of City Council
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER PUBLICATION
01-March-2015

Review of Happy City: Transforming Our Lives
Through Urban Design by Charles Montgomery
This review, published in the spring 2015 edition of
Planning West, lauded the book as the most important
volume relevant to urban planning in a decade. It
reviewed the author’s key findings – a synthesis of
case studies, interviews with change-makers, and
findings from behavioural and social science.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dr. Alan Gilchrist

OTHER PUBLICATION

ARTICLE

The Impact of Climate Change on Crop Water
Requirements for Vancouver Island

Aquifer Vulnerability: DRASTIC
In, Nanoose Bay - Deep Bay Area, Nanaimo Lowland
Groundwater Study Atlas, Regional District of
Nanaimo, British Columbia; Russell, H A J; Benoit,
N (Compilers). Geological Survey of Canada, Open
File 7877, 2016; p. 58-59, doi:10.4095/298892.
Community Collaborators:
Regional District of Nanaimo;
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations;
Geological Survey of Canada
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

The Impact of Climate Change on Crop Water
Requirements for Vancouver Island
Presentation at the Canadian Water Resources
Association BC Branch Conference Floods, Droughts, &
Everything In Between, in Vancouver, November 2015.

Proceedings from the Canadian Water Resources
Association BC Branch Conference Floods, Droughts, &
Everything In Between, in Vancouver, November 2015, p 9.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Member, Technical Advisory Committee
Member of the Drinking Water and Watershed
Protection Technical Advisory Committee
representing the academic community in water-centric
planning for the Regional District of Nanaimo.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
PROJECT

Discharge Monitoring of Small
Rivers on Vancouver Island

Presentation at the VIU Lunch and Learn
research seminar, September 2015.

Large rivers on Vancouver Island such as the Nanaimo
or Englishman are continuously monitored by the Water
Survey of Canada, but few small rivers (watershed area
less than a hundred square kilometers) are. This project,
a collaboration with local and provincial government
partners, changed that by installing monitoring on
select small rivers including Nanoose Creek, Chase
River, Haslam Creek and Hokkanen Creek. Students
in several courses (GEOG 374, GEOG 452 &
GEOG 467) are involved to measure discharge for a
given water level to help calibrate the monitoring data.
The data collected will improve our understanding
of small rivers and help in their management.

This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Community Collaborators:
BC Ministry of Forest, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations;
Regional District of Nanaimo; City of Nanaimo

This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER ACTIVITY

Climate Change: What does the future hold
for agriculture on Vancouver Island?

This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability; Focused on a topic of
relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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PROJECT

Wetlands Mapping in the Regional
District of Nanaimo

Dr. Jeff Lewis
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

The Regional District of Nanaimo has committed
multiyear funding to the Mount Arrowsmith
Biosphere Region Research Institute to map
wetlands, providing baseline data for research on
the dynamics of wetlands, especially the interaction
between surface water and groundwater. The
work is being undertaken by student researchers
under the direction of faculty supervisors.

INTR 150: University Essentials
Developed and taught the new University Essentials
course (INTR 150) with Dr. Sylvie Lareniere.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Sylvie Lafreniere, Professor, Sociology, VIU

Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Jerome Lesemann, Earth Science

OTHER ACTIVITY
01-October-2016

Community Collaborators:
Regional District of Nanaimo

Climate Change: Policy for a Sustainable Future

This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
WORKSHOP

The Impact of Climate Change on Crop Water
Requirements for Vancouver Island
Interactive presentation to water managers
and planners about the implications of climate
change on water demand. Part of a workshop
hosted by the Drinking Water and Watershed
Protection Technical Advisory Committee of
the Regional District of Nanaimo, April 2016.
Community Collaborators:
Regional District of Nanaimo
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Co-hosted the annual Climate Change
Symposium at VIU with Dr. Erik Krogh.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Erik Krogh, Professor, Chemistry, VIU
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
OTHER ACTIVITY
10-June-2016

Science and Implications of Climate Change
Invited speaker at the 2016 Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada Festival. The hour-long presentation
was filmed and later televised by SHAW TV.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

PROJECT

Michele Patterson

Awareness of Climate Change through
Education and Research (ACER)

ARTICLE

A public outreach initiative led by aninter-disciplinary
group of dedicated undergraduate students under the
guidance of faculty at Vancouver Island University.
Funding supports the development and delivery of
hands-on activities, educational materials and an
interactive presentation to over 15,000 students and
members of the general public throughout coastal
BC. In addition to reviewing the physical basis of
climate change, the program introduces concepts of
risk assessment and provides the starting point for
discussions on technical, sociological and political
solutions. The presentation and associated activities
develop scientific and numerical literacy with an
emphasis on Earth observation, data evaluation,
visualization and critical thinking. This project
directly engaged Canada’s youth in the process
of scholarship, knowledge mobilization and social
change. The Awareness of Climate Change through
Education and Research project has been supported
by NSERC (PromoScience), SSHRC (Public OutreachEnvironment), and TD Friends of the Environment.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Erik Krogh, Professor, Chemistry, VIU
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
WORKSHOP
14-May-2015

Effective Group Work: A successful case study
Led a one-hour workshop on “effective
group work” for the Science and Technology
Teaching and Learning Symposium.
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Why eat fish? Factors influencing seafood
consumer choices in British Columbia, Canada
Murray, G., Wolff, K., & Patterson, M. (2017)
Ocean & Coastal Management, 144, 16-22
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE

Carrying capacity assessment for shellfish
aquaculture in Haida Gwaii (Skidegate Inlet)
Patterson, M., Filgueira, R., Tillapaugh, D., Grant,
J., Thupaki, P., Kingzett, B., Cake, D. (2016)
A report prepared for Tides Canada
Initiatives. 65 pp +app.
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
ARTICLE

Shellfish Aquaculture Assessment for cultural/
economic zones of North Vancouver Island
Marine Plan. Vancouver Island University
Kingzett, B., Tillapaugh, Cake, D.
and Patterson, M. (2016)
Prepared for Marine Planning Partnership. 25 pp + app.
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people; Focused on
Sustainability; Focused on a topic of relevance
to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

ARTICLE

OTHER ACTIVITY

Recommendations on applying Canada-BC
Marine Protected Area Principles in Canada’s
Northern Shelf Bioregion (Principles 6,7, and 8)

Chapter Editor

Patterson, M., Lieberknecht, L.,
Hooper, T., Ardron, J. (2016)
Report submitted by PacMARA to
the BC MPA Team, 80 pp.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dr. Hannah Wilson
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

VIU Awards Committee
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Conservation Covenant Monitoring
of Mount Benson Regional Park
Trained and led a group of first-year Environmental
Geography students on a field trip to Mount Benson
Regional Park and collected data at 800 metres
above sea level to contribute to a conservation
covenant monitoring program. A summary of the
collaborative project was documented and published
in the Nanaimo Area Land Trust Newsletter (Sept
2016). It is also the featured “centerfold” picture
in MP Sheila Malcomson’s calendar (July/August
2017) that is printed and sent out to all constituent
households in the Nanaimo-Ladysmith riding.
Community Collaborators:
Paul Chapman, Operations Manager and Volunteer
Coordinator, Nanaimo Area Land Trust (NALT);
Torrey Archer, Covenant Manager, The
Land Conservancy of BC (TLC);
Regional District of Nanaimo
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Edited the introductory chapter for an
upcoming book publication on the topic of
Spatial Analysis of Forested Landscapes.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Tarmo Remmel, Associate Professor,
Geography Department at York University
RESEARCH PROJECT

Remote Predictive Mapping in Canada’s North
Remote Predictive Mapping is a procedure for compiling
and interpreting multiple sources of geospatial data
for generating predictive maps of surficial geologic
information. Resulting maps can be used to support
geological field activities and are particularly useful for
generating geologic maps for areas in which field maps
do not yet exist. Mineralogical exploration in Canada’s
North is a benefactor of the RPM method due to its
remote location and the lack of a tree canopy which
would otherwise impede data collection from space. In
this project, a selection of satellite images of the case
study area of Kathawashaga Lake, Nunuvat are analyzed
and classified to generate remote predictive maps of
the surficial geology in the area. Resulting features
reveal several moisture classes and geomorphological
features of eskers, till and ice-shattered boulders.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Jerome Lesseman, Earth Science Department, VIU;
Trevor Smith, Technician, Earth Science
Department, VIU Workshop

RESEARCH PROJECT

GrandKidsU - Earth Explorers
Collaborated with Geography Technician Jessica
Craig to offer a “major in Geography” (Earth
Explorers) through the VIU GrandKidsU program.
Four two-hour geography activities were presented
in the form of a workshop to give kids and their
grandparents a sample of the types of themes
studied in the discipline of Geography. From
map-making to geocaching to GIS to weather
data collection to compass measurement, Earth
Explorers learned to answer where things are,
why they are there, and how to get there.
Academic Collaborator:
Jessica Craig, Geography Technician,
VIU Geography Department
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Focused on Citizenship and Civil
Society; Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Liberal Studies
Dr. David Livingstone
ARTICLE
01-October-2015

Author, “Thomas D’Arcy McGee’s
Civic Paideia for Canada”
in Liberal Education, Civic Education, and the Canadian
Regime: Past Principles and Present Challenges, ed.
David W. Livingstone (McGill-Queen’s
University Press, 2015)
As one of the Fathers of Canadian Confederation,
Thomas D’Arcy McGee believed education ought to be
connected to the goal of forming citizens in a manner
consistent with the regime’s founding principles. It would
need to retain ties to the tradition of political thought
out of which Canada and her new institutions grew
and were nourished. McGee understood that modern
liberalism required for its support a healthy respect for
pre-modern reflection on ideas of justice and equality,
and these would have to be supplied through a deliberate
and thoughtful civic education that maintained the
vitality of that tradition, not in slavish conformity to
it, but in studied deference to the best it had to offer.
He points Canadians to those authors from whom
he learned about human nature and politics, such as
Shakespeare, Edmund Burke, and Alexis de Tocqueville
(among others). A continuous, thoughtful connection
to the tradition of political thought would, he said, be
an essential condition of Canada’s independence.
ARTICLE
13-September-2015

Book review, The Great Divide: Why Liberals
and Conservatives Will Never, Ever Agree
William D. Gairdner. New York: Encounter Books, 2015
A critical review of William Gairdner’s book,
The Great Divide. The review is published on
Voegelin View www.voegelinview.com
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OTHER ACTIVITY
15-January-2016

BOOK

Edited, and wrote the introduction for Liberal
Education, Civic Education, and the Canadian
Regime: Past Principles and Present Challenges

Editorial, “BC’s Revised Public-School Curriculum:
Preparing for a Brave New World?”

McGill-Queen’s University Press (2015)

in The Vancouver Sun, January 15th, 2016

Shortly after Canadian confederation, Thomas D’Arcy
McGee proclaimed that education was “an essential
condition of our political independence” and that
its role was to form citizens for the new regime.
Comparing this idea of education for citizenship, or
civic education, to the modern goals of education,
Liberal Education, Civic Education, and the Canadian
Regime explores the founders’ principles, their
sources, and the challenges that threaten their
vision for Canada. Considering whether Canada’s
early documents and traditions can revive past
debates and shed light on contemporary issues,
this highly original collection presents education
as an essential condition of our independence
and asks whether current educational principles
are threatening Canadians’ capacity for
self-government.

Provides a critical evaluation of the BC
public school curriculum reform.

Academic Collaborators:
Janet Ajzenstat, Professor Emeritus,
McMaster University;
Leah Bradshaw, Professor of Political
Science, Brock University;
Richard Myers, Principal, St. Paul’s University College;
Thomas Bateman, Associate Professor of
Political Science, St. Thomas University;
Luigi Bradizza, Assistant Professor in Political Science
and in American Studies, Salve Regina University;
Ryan Topping, Fellow at the Thomas
More College of Liberal Arts;
Travis D. Smith, Associate Professor of
Political Science at Concordia University;
John von Heyking, Professor of Politics,
University of Lethbridge;
Colin D. Pearce, Visiting Fellow at Clemson University;
Grant Havers, Professor of Philosophy and
Political Science at Trinity Western University;
Geoffrey Mellow Assistant Professor of Humanities in
the College of the Humanities at Carleton University
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OTHER ACTIVITY
20-January-2016

Radio interview, “Are BC Students Guinea
Pigs in the School Curriculum Overhaul?”
The Simi Sara Show, CKNW 980 Am, Vancouver, BC
Interview about the current BC public school curriculum
reforms and the influence of 20th century American
progressive philosopher, John Dewey, on those reforms.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dr. Lisa MacLean
EXHIBITION
10-October-2015

Screening of: Fragile
at the Access Code Short Film Festival, Srinagar,
India (Juried). October 10, 2015
The Access Code Short Film Festival is a festival
with the specific goal of supporting and promoting
photography and fresh filmmaking talent. It is a
festival where films from a wide spectrum intersect,
including narrative, documentary, and experimental.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

EXHIBITION
19-March-2016

EXHIBITION
09-April-2015

Screening of: Sunset Song

Screening of: The Fire Ceremony II: Metamorphosis

in the Luminescence exhibition at Deer Lake Gallery
in Burnaby, BC (Juried). March 19 - April 9, 2016

at the Los Angeles Center for Digital Art, Los
Angeles, CA, USA (Juried). April 9 - May 14, 2015

Luminescence was held at the Deer Lake Gallery in
Burnaby and featured the multi-disciplinary work of
a large and diverse group of artists. Organised by the
Burnaby Arts Council, the exhibition celebrated the
bright light of the Spring Equinox with works focusing
on light in its many forms. The March equinox has long
been heralded as a time of rebirth and many cultures
feature holidays at this time, such as Easter and
Passover, and Nevruz in Turkey and Iran. Sunset Song
explores many different facets of light, both literal
and metaphorical, beginning in central Anatolia, with
a Spring Equinox performance to celebrate Nevruz
(New Year) and Spring. From there, the video’s visual
narrative takes us on a journey of bodies and sunsets,
across fields and through canyons lit by northern
lights and lava, from sleeping figures and
staircases illuminated by lightning and fire, to
ruins floating in a sunset sky. The journey ends
in a Vancouver landscape where planetary
portals to other worlds have opened up as the
sun sets. Combining still photographs, both
conventional and infrared, and video,
Sunset Song is a meditation on the endless cycle
of darkness and light, death and rebirth.

Exhibition of digital art and video held from April
9 - May 14, 2015. The Los Angeles Center For Digital
Art is dedicated to the propagation of all forms
of digital art, new media, digital video art, net art,
digital sculpture, interactive multimedia, and the
vast panorama of hybrid forms of art and technology
that constitute our moment in culture. The Center is
committed to supporting local, international, emerging
and established artists with an ongoing schedule of
exhibits and competitions, production of editions
of wide format archival prints, and collaborations in
the production of digital artworks in their studio.

EXHIBITION
25-September-2015

Screening of: The Fire Ceremony II: Metamorphosis
at the Burnaby Film Forum, Burnaby,
BC (Juried). Sept 25, 2015
The 2nd annual Burnaby Film Forum was held
at the James Cowan Theatre, Shadbolt Centre
for the Arts during Culture Days on September
25th,2015. The event featured a diverse sampling
of emerging experimental films which were
screened with public discussion and an awards
ceremony. My film received the Best Technical
Achievement Award and a cash prize.
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This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
EXHIBITION
07-August-2015

Screening of: The Fire Ceremony II: Metamorphosis
at the Midnight Sun Art & Film Festival, (Juried).
Sun Peaks, BC August 7 - 9, 2015
Presented by the Green Art Festival Association, this
new and highly anticipated festival featuring art and
design inspired by themes of nature and sustainability
was attended by prominent local, regional and
international art scene members. Held in Sun Peaks
Alpine Village the festival included art displays, outdoor
film screenings, wine tastings, and live music. Set
against the breathtaking backdrop of three Sun Peaks
mountains, the outdoor film-screening event opened
with a series of short experimental films and followed
with a back-to-back double feature. The opening evening
included screenings of three short films by Dasha
Novak, Lisa MacLean, and Jan Salanský, and two award
winning feature-length films Reaching Blue and Yakona.

EXHIBITION
27-April-2016

Screening of: The Fire Ceremony II: Metamorphosis
at the 7th NYC Independent Film Festival,
Producer’s Club Theatre, New York
City, NY. April 27 to May 1, 2016
The NYC Independent Film Festival provides a
showcase for the best in independent cinema,
including short films, features, music videos, and
animation. The Festival embraces fresh ideas and
storytelling and supports filmmakers whose works
push film in new directions. My film was screened
twice: in the Art/Experimental Session on April
28, 2016 at the Producers Club (8211) Studio 3,
358 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036 &
in the Art/Experimental Films Session 4 on April
30, 2016 also at the Producers Club, in Theater
P. The Fire Ceremony II: Metamorphosis represents
an unfolding metamorphosis of elements that are
transmuted through fire and water, from ancient
ruins to an unknown future. As the film proceeds, a
sequence of projections bathes the proceedings in a
kaleidoscope of changing images and colours,
all ultimately dissolved in fiery conflagrations.
Beginning with a flaming basement door into
a ruined cathedral, the visual narrative carries
us through abandoned ruins and landscapes,
to an idiosyncratic fire ceremony performed
by an apprentice yogini, to an imagined postapocalyptic landscape in western Canada.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
EXHIBITION
27-April-2016

Urban Landscapes
exhibition at the Dundarave Gallery,
Vancouver, BC. May 2015
Group exhibition of graphic work related to
the urban landscape around Vancouver.

Philosophy & Religious Studies
Dr. Carolyn Swanson
SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY
July, 2015

Co-Facilitator for Philosophy Brain
Twisters, GrandKidsU
Co-organized the philosophy major for GrandKidsU,
introducing children and their grandparents to
fun philosophy activities and discussion.
Community Collaborator:
Dr. Nik Richers
This Activity:
Focused on Community-Based Education
SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY

Co-organizer for the Philosophy Speaker Series
Coordinated the philosophy speaker series for
2015-16. Guest presenters spoke on ethical issues
related to epidemics and doctor assisted dying.
Academic Collaborator:
Dr. Robert Pepper-Smith
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver Island
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member of Department Hiring Committees
Led department hiring committees for regular
and summer faculty positions, helping to set
evaluation criteria and select candidates.
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member of Working Group on Student
Evaluation, Social Sciences Faculty
Participated in discussing student evaluation
practices and developing guidelines.

111

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

PROJECT

Member on the Professional and
Scholarly Development Committee

Main editor for “Justice in the Justice System?
Essays on Crime and Punishment in Canada”

Helped to assess faculty applications and
make funding decisions on projects enhancing
teaching or scholarly development.

Collected and edited student articles for a chapbook
produced by the Institute of Practical Philosophy
(socialsciences.viu.ca/institute-practicalphilosophy/publications). Articles were on
topical issues in the justice system: plea
bargaining, mandatory minimums, capital
punishment, jury nullification, rehabilitation,
and wrongfully-obtained evidence.

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Co-organizer for the Philosophy Speaker Series
Coordinated the philosophy speaker series for
2016-17. Guest presenters spoke on varied
topics: demarcation of science from pseudoscience, witness credibility in criminal cases,
and new legislation on doctor assisted dying.
Academic Collaborator:
Robert Pepper-Smith, Professor, Philosophy
Department, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborator:
Jeff Strain, Librarian, Vancouver
Island Regional Library
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society
OTHER ACTIVITY

Co-organizer for Thought Forum
Co-organized and promoted the first
undergraduate philosophy conference at
Vancouver Island University. Student speakers
were from Vancouver Island University,
Thompson Rivers University, University of
Victoria, and University of King’s College.
Academic Collaborator:
Warren Heiti, Professor, Philosophy
Department, Vancouver Island University;
Robert Pepper-Smith, Professor, Philosophy
Department, Vancouver Island University
Community Collaborator:
Logan Dembicki, Philosophy Alumnus,
Vancouver Island University
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Academic Collaborators:
Robert Pepper-Smith, Professor, Philosophy
Department, Vancouver Island University;
Michael Caditz, Student, Philosophy
Department, Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

Political Studies
Dr. Mark Williams
BOOK

Indonesia, Islam, and the International
Political Economy: Clash or Cooperation?
Routledge: New York, 2017
The Republic of Indonesia is a rising great power in
the Asia-Pacific, set to become the eighth largest
economy in the world over the coming decades. It
is also the most populous Muslim majority country.
This book is a reflection on the role of Islamic
identity in Indonesia’s foreign economic relations
and the implications for world order. I argue that
the dominant expression found in Islamic political
culture, for the last century, has been for Indonesia
to cooperate with global actors. The largest Islamic
organizations and parties have supported Indonesia’s
participation with global markets, but this has
not come from a base of ideological support for
capitalism. This support for Indonesia’s engagement
with the international political economy is instead
born from political pragmatism, and from Indonesia’s
struggles to achieve economic development.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

Mark’s contribution reviews the lack of public disclosure
in the annual reports of the Komisi Pemberantasan Korupsi
(Corruption Eradication Commission-KPK) on the extent
of corruption in Indonesia’s natural resource sectors.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on Sustainability
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
13-May-2016

Whose State-Society Complex? Great Powers in
the International System in Critical Perspective
British Columbia Political Science Association
Annual Conference State-Centric Assumptions
in Question, in Nanaimo, BC, May 2016
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
11-May-2017

The Challenge of Assessing Liberalism in a
Global Context: Problem-Based Learning
with the Varieties of Democracy Dataset
VIU Teaching and Learning Conference, Slam
Session, in Nanaimo, May 2017
OTHER ACTIVITY
07-September-2016

Town Hall Panelist
CHAPTER
06-April-2016

Public Corruption and Civic Disclosure:
Natural Resources in Indonesia
Democracy and Civil Society in a Global Era,
Eds. Marguerite Marlin and Scott Romaniuk
Routledge: New York, 2016
This chapter examines the recent history of
korupsi, kollusi, dan nepotisme (corruption,
collusion, and nepotism-KKN) in the Republic of
Indonesia. Civil discontent regarding corruption was
a significant reason behind the revolution that ousted
President Suharto, and the expectation that the state
will fight against corruption continues to shape the
extent to which civil society expresses confidence in
the fairness of Indonesia’s democratic institutions.
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Mark represented VIU as a featured panelist at
the Cowichan-Malahat-Langford Town Hall on
Electoral Reform where he delivered a presentation
to the community on “Alternative Voting Systems”
and participated in a Q & A with the audience.
The event was hosted by the Honourable Alistair
MacGregor, the local Member of Parliament for the
riding, who recorded the proceedings and collected
surveys conducted with those in attendance. The
proceedings of the Town Hall were delivered to the
Honourable Maryam Monsef, Minister of Democratic
Institutions, for consideration with the House of
Commons Special Committee on Electoral Reform.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

Psychology
Dr. Caroline Burnley
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, VIU Hiring Committees
Served as a member on the hiring committees
for Dean of Social Sciences and a full-time faculty
member in the Department of Psychology.
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

OTHER ACTIVITY

Director, Resilience Research Lab
After a sabbatical in 2015-2016, the Resilience Research
Lab was up and running again in January, 2017. The lab
currently has 2 directors, Caroline Burnley and Ruth
Kirson, a research associate, Stephanie McKenzie,
seven undergraduate student researchers, Katie Eichar,
Braedan Pinder, Jeremy Williams, Bronwyn Wydeman,
Ashley Therrien, Chihori Tsukura, Tarryn Robinson
and a community research member, Spencer Pratt. In
addition to understanding the research in the area of
resilience, the students have been learning about ethics,
instrumentation development and interview skills.

Social Science Representative, VIU STAR Committee
OTHER ACTIVITY
Served on the VIU Student Travel and
Research Funding Committee.

Judge, CREATE Conference

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
19-June-2015

Served as a judge of undergraduate
presentations at the Annual CREATE Conference,
Vancouver Island University, May 2015.

Ugandan Caregiver Grandmothers
of HIV/AIDs Orphans: Resilience and
Recommendations in Context

OTHER ACTIVITY

Presented at the Pathways to Resilience
III International Conference in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, June 2015
Academic Collaborator:
Ruth Kirson, Department of Psychology,
Vancouver Island University
OTHER ACTIVITY

Director, Resilience Research Lab
Supervised undergraduate research in the Resilience
Research Lab. One of the students, Daniel Elleker,
presented his research, Change in Internalized
Homophobia Severity Over Time in Young Gay and
Bisexual Men: A Mixed Methods Study of Resilience,
at the Pathways to Resilience III International
Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 2015.
Academic Collaborator:
Ruth Kirson, Department of Psychology,
Vancouver Island University
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Panelist, Graduate School Information Evening
Served as a panelist at an information evening
for social science students interested in
applying to and attending graduate studies.

Ruth Kirson

Deborah Matheson

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
2015-2016

BOOK

Ugandan Caregiver Grandmothers
of HIV/AIDs Orphans: Resilience and
Recommendations in Context
Presented at the Pathways to Resilience
III International Conference in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, June 2015.
OTHER ACTIVITY

Director, Resilience Research Lab
After leaves of both directors, the Resilience
Research Lab reconvened in January, 2017.
The lab currently has 2 directors, Ruth Kirson
and Caroline Burnley, a research associate,
Stephanie McKenzie, 7undergraduate students,
Katie Eichar, Braedan Pinder, Jeremy Williams,
Bronwyn Wydeman, Ashley Therrien, Chihori
Tsukura, Tarryn Robinson and a community
student member, Spencer Pratt. In addition to
understanding the research in the area of resilience,
the students have been learning about ethics,
instrumentation development and interview skills.
OTHER ACTIVITY

Director, Resilience Research Lab
Supervised undergraduate research in the Resilience
Research Lab. One of the students, Daniel Elleker,
presented his research, Change in Internalized
Homophobia Severity Over Time in Young Gay and
Bisexual Men: A Mixed Methods Study of Resilience,
at the Pathways to Resilience III International
Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 2015.
OTHER ACTIVITY

Judge, CREATE Conference
Served as a judge of undergraduate
presentations at the Annual CREATE Conference,
Vancouver Island University, May 2015.

115

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

The Psychology of Health and Health
Care: A Canadian Perspective
Co-authored the 5th edition of this textbook for
upper level undergraduates in social sciences and
the health sciences. (2016). Toronto: Pearson.
Academic Collaborators:
Gary Poole, School of Population and Public
Health, University of British Columbia;
David Cox, Department of Psychology,
Simon Fraser University
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Identifying perceptions about physical
activity: An exploration of salient behavioral,
normative and control beliefs
Presented at the 37th annual meeting of the Society of
Behavioral Medicine, Washington, DC. (March 2016).
Academic Collaborators:
This research was conducted with students in
VIU’s Behavioural Medicine Lab: Jeff Carey;
Pheona Cessford; Stephen Hunter; Susanne Tardiff

A team of biology students presented their research on the Douglas Fir Tree at the 2017 CREATE Conference. They outlined important aspects of the tree such
as the importance of the tree to Aboriginal cultures for its spiritual and holistic properties and how the trees interact with each other through fungal networks.

VIU Create Conference Shines
Light on Student Research
April 21, 2017 - 10:00am

VIU undergraduate and graduate researchers representing a wide range
of disciplines presented their work at this year’s CREATE Conference
As the dust settles on what was for Vancouver
Island University (VIU) the largest studentresearch showcase to date, organizers of the
5th annual CREATE Conference are able to
reflect on the event that had more than 250
students presenting their work to the public.

“As organizers we just embraced the challenge and found
ways to make room for them all,” said Atkins. “It was
an incredible experience seeing the support of faculty
members from virtually every department combined
with the energy of the students. There was a buzz around
the event that we hope will carry over to next year.”

CREATE Conference coordinator Kelly Atkins helped
pull the event together with the help of VIU student
Alejandra Gomez. Atkins says thanks to an effective
campus-wide advertising campaign and Gomez’s
ability to spread the word through social media,
more people kept stepping forward. As a result,
participation was up 70 per cent over last year.

Students presented their research findings on
posters and topics included everything from the
effects of certain pesticides on bees; to Facebook
cyber-bullying and its impacts on female university
students; to shellfish mortality at sites occupied by
sea otters; and microplastics as a global pollutant.

116

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

VIU Create Conference Shines Light on Student Research Cont.

Dr. Tim Goater is an award winning biology professor,
author and researcher who has supervised dozens
of student researchers on a wide range of projects
over many years. He is a big supporter of CREATE and
has been since it first got underway five years ago.
“Having students publically defend their research
benefits them in so many ways. It improves critical
thinking, teaches patience and shows initiative,” said
Goater. “The diverse array of projects at CREATE
really shines a light onto our student’s independent
research abilities and depth of knowledge.
The presentations really highlight the valuable
undergraduate research happening at VIU, which is
why we all encourage our students to be a part of it.”
A series of unique presentations combined
biodiversity and conservation with art. Called
“Is it too late?” biology and art students teamed
up to create several displays that matched
scientific research on environmental issues with
illustrations in the hopes of conveying meaningful
conservation messages more effectively.
“Sometimes people look at numbers and
just forget them when they walk away,” said
Christina Kruit, a fourth-year biology student.
“We did a very visual presentation as a way of
invoking emotion and passion in our subject.”
VIU encourages undergraduate and graduate
research in a number of ways. One way is through
the dedication of faculty members who create
opportunities by writing funding grants, planning
research projects and supervising field work. It’s
a huge amount of work added to their already
busy teaching schedules but the results of that
commitment become clear as VIU faculty and student
researchers continue to gain regional, national
and international recognition for their projects.
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Another way is through the Scholarship, Research
and Creative Activity office, which is dedicated to
supporting and assisting faculty and students in applying
for and administering research grants and awards.
In 2015-16, VIU received almost $2.3 million in external
research funding. That funding comes from federal
organizations such as the Social Sciences & Humanities
Research Council (SSHRC) and the Natural Sciences
and Engineering Research Council (NSERC), and
provincially through partners like the BC Knowledge
Development Fund (BCKDF). Research programming
is also supported through ongoing relationships with
non-profits like the Hakai Institute, an organization
that conducts long-term research at remote coastal
BC locations. Regional First Nations, businesses
and communities also play an important role.
“For the public to have the opportunity to walk through
CREATE, talk to the students about their research and
listen to them explain their conclusions is inspiring and
validates the work we’re doing to promote research at
VIU,” said Dr. Nicole Vaugeois, Associate Vice-President,
Scholarship, Research and Creative Activity. “Our
research success flows from the relationships we have
with our funders and community partners and the
CREATE conference is a reflection of what our students
and faculty can accomplish with their support.”
Awards totaling $3,600 were given out for People’s
Choice Best Poster, Meritorious Best Presentation, and
the Scholarship Slam competition. Congratulations to
all of the CREATE Conference 2017 Award Winners.

Sociology
Dr. Gillian Anderson

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Canadian Research Institute for
the Advancement of Women (CRIAW)
Research and Action Committee

ARTICLE

Anderson, Gillian. 2015. “Feminist
Resistance and the Importance of Coalitional
Opposition in Neo-liberal Times”
Feminist Women’s Studies Association
(UK and Ireland) Newsletter, Issue 65,
December, ISSN:1362-475X
This article was an invited contribution stemming
from a paper presented at the Biennial Feminist and
Women’s Studies Association conference, 9th-11th
September 2015, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Board of Directors,
Haven Society, Nanaimo, BC
Haven Society is an anti-violence organization
dedicated to service provision, education
advocacy and to “promoting the safety of women,
children, and families”. It offers emergency shelter,
counselling and range of programming to Nanaimo
and mid-Vancouver Island communities.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Canadian Research Institute for
the Advancement of Women (CRIAW)
Research and Action Committee
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Canadian Research Institute for
the Advancement of Women (CRIAW)
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BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

VIU Regional Initiatives Fund (RIF) Committee 2017BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

VIU SSHRC - Canada Graduate Scholarship
Committee (2014-2017)
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

VIU SSHRC Scholarship Committee (2014-2017)
ARTICLE

Anderson, Gillian, Joseph Moore and Laura
Suski. Eds. 2016. Sociology of Home: Belonging,
Community and Place in the Canadian Context
Canadian Scholars Press Inc.: Toronto
An edited collection on the sociology
of home in Canadian society.
Academic Collaborators:
Edited with Joseph Moore, Douglas College;
Laura Suski, Vancouver Island University
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Anderson, Gillian, with Joseph Moore and Laura Suski.
“Making Home: Identity Projects in Unsettled Times”
Joint presentation at the Couch Stone Symposium,
Society for Symbolic Interaction, Vancouver
Island University, April 19 to 22, 2016.
Academic Collaborators:
Joseph Moore, Douglas College;
Laura Suski, Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

OTHER ACTIVITY

Dear Magnolia Nobody Really Understands. What
Can I Do?’: Perimenopause Blog and Social Support

J21 Women’s March on Washington, Nanaimo, BC

The 34th Annual Qualitative Analysis
Conference (QAC). The “Glorious Triumph” of
Symbolic Interactionism: Honoring the Past/Forging
the Future. Hosted by McMaster University,
Hamilton, ON, May 17th to 19th, 2017

Talk given at the VIU Sociology Student’s Union
(SSU) International Women’s Day Gender
Research Symposium, March 8, 2017.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Mothering, ‘Mompreneurship’ and Precarious Work

Feminist Resistance and the Importance
of Coalitional Opposition in Neoliberal
Times: The Cross Sectoral Violence
Against Women Strategy Group

Invited guest lecture, Douglas College,
Vancouver, BC February 22nd, 2016.

Paper presented at the Biennial Feminist and
Women’s Studies Association conference, 9th-11th
September 2015, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK.

Mothering, ‘Mompreneurship’ and Precarious Work

This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Mompreneurship’ Motherwork and
Neoliberal ‘Crises of Home
Paper presented at the Congress of the Social
Sciences and Humanities, 30th May to June 6th 2016,
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB.

OTHER ACTIVITY

OTHER ACTIVITY

Talk given as part of VIU Lunch and Learn
Series, November 24th, 2015, VIU.
RESEARCH PROJECT

Resisting Neoliberalism: Stories of
Feminist Struggle, Resistance and Success
Grounded in an intersectional feminist framework
(IFF) (CRIAW, 2006), this work offers empirically
grounded sociological analyses of feminist
organizing and activism in the Greater Toronto
Area during the Harris years, c.1995-2001.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society

Stories of Struggle: Feminisms Resist Neoliberalism

RESEARCH PROJECT

Paper presented at the annual Women’s History
Network conference, 4th to 6th September
2015, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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The Sociology of Home
A collaborative project focused on developing an
edited collection that intends to highlight both the
material and cultural construction of home.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Joseph Moore, Douglas College;
Dr. Laura Suski, Vancouver Island University

Dr. Jerry Hinbest
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
04-May-2017

Learning Community-Based
Evaluation: Case Studies
Seven senior undergraduate students at Vancouver
Island University used a program evaluation course
(SSID 370) to provide innovative program evaluation
support with three Vancouver Island non-profit
organization. The project involved working with
the agencies to develop program logic models and
identify program evaluation issues and questions for
future action by the agencies. This joint communityuniversity community-based project allowed the
three Nanaimo nonprofit organizations to undertake
evaluative activities that would likely not have
been possible without support by students and
a university partner. It also provided a hands-on
context for learning about program evaluation
and its theoretical and practical uses for students,
as well as real-world experience for them with
established community-based agencies. The
presentation involved discussion of the evaluation
activities and the context as appropriate for student
learning. It was delivered by the instructor and four
of the seven students participating in the activity.
Academic Collaborators:
Imtiaz Taj, Student, Psychology,
Vancouver Island University;
Brennan Grocholski, Student, Psychology &
Sociology, Vancouver Island University;
Charlotte Stark, Student, Psychology,
Vancouver Island University;
Nichole Francisca, Student, Psychology,
Vancouver Island University;
Victoria McIndoe, Student, Sociology,
Vancouver Island University;
Shawna Morland, Student, Sociology,
Vancouver Island University;
Katy Hildebrand, Student, Psychology,
Vancouver Island University
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Community Collaborators:
Lyndsay Wells, Public Education Program
Coordinator, Vancouver Island Crisis Society;
John McCormick, Executive Director,
John Howard Society;
Michele Hillier, Executive Director,
Literacy Central Vancouver Island
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
21-April-2016

Betwixt and Between: The Emerging
Multiplicity of Evaluator Roles
Couch Stone Symposium: Diversities of Social Engagement
- Where Dialogue Happens, in Nanaimo, April 2016
This presentation examined the changing roles of
program evaluators working in local communities
with nonprofit organizations. They wear many
hats - and can be volunteers themselves, frontline workers in the organizations who have been
drafted into the role of evaluator, paid consultants
for a program or agency, working on behalf of thirdparty intermediary agencies between funders and
delivery agencies, or working directly for funders as
a facilitator of evaluation or as an external evaluator
brought in from the outside. Evaluators in such settings
experience more than a broad role set; the increasing
complexity of accountability demands in nonprofit
program delivery settings can demand that they have
multiple concurrent, overlapping and liquid roles. In
these settings evaluator’s roles are ambiguous.
They involve negotiation, a multiplicity of expectations
by others, and diverse and evolving orientations
to the work on the part of the evaluator.
This Activity:
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
21-May-2016

Digital Qualitative Research: Stories
from the Field (School)
12th International Congress of Qualitative
Inquiry, Qualitative Inquiry in Neoliberal
Times, Champaign, IL, May 2016
This presentation described the use of digital story
creation and sharing by Sociology and English
students participating in a 2015 international field
school. The focus was on digital stories as a qualitative
research tool in exploring, analyzing and reporting on
experiences. Brief examples were shown. Students
studying Sociology and English at Vancouver Island
University created digital stories as part of a field
school to London, England. The activity grew out of
an examination of digital storytelling as qualitative
research. The presentation addressed a variety of
issues relevant to using digital stories, including:
using photos and video to examine course themes
such as sharing marginalized voices and documenting
inequality or social control, digital stories as individual
and group projects, students as mentors, and the fit
between digital stories and other types of assignment.
Academic Collaborator:
Dawn Thompson, Professor, English
Department, Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on Global Community;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
OTHER ACTIVITY
20-April-2016

Conference Coordination and Hosting:
Couch Stone Symposium: Diversities of Social
Engagement - Where Dialogue Happens
Part of the planning and coordination team, hosting
an annual international conference of the Society
for the Study of Symbolic Interaction (SSSI). The
conference was held at the Nanaimo Conference
Centre between April 20 and 22, 2016. Funding for
this conference included support by the Society for
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the Study of Symbolic Interaction, the Vancouver Island
University Faculty Association, the VIU Bookstore,
the VIU Sociology department, the VIU Students’
Union, the VIU Master of Community Planning, the
Couch Stone Family Trust, and the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC).
Academic Collaborators:
Beth McLin, Professor, Criminal Justice,
Vancouver Island University;
Sylvie Lafreniere, Professor, Sociology,
Vancouver Island University;
Pam Shaw, Professor, Master of Community Planning
& Geography, Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on Citizenship and Civil Society;
Focused on a topic of relevance to Vancouver
Island and Coastal BC; Was an international
activity (i.e. took place outside of Canada)
WORKSHOP
15-October-2016

Three Word Writing Workshop
This was a writing workshop delivered to approximately
twenty-five people at the University of British
Columbia Ed.D. Institute, in Parksville, British
Columbia. The workshop was based upon a similar
workshop offered by the writer Laurel Richardson.
WORKSHOP
15-October-2016

Three Word Writing Workshop
Offered by Laurel Richardson at the 12th International
Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, in Urbana-Champaign, IL
This was a hands-on experiential workshop
based upon the work of C. Wright Mills, and
his dictum that the sociological is the juncture
between the personal and the historical.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)

Dr. Sylvie Lafreniere
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Editorial board member
Nouvelles perspectives en sciences sociales.
Academic Collaborators:
Claude Vautier, Université Toulouse
1 Capitole, France;
Simon Laflamme, Université
Laurentienne, Sudbury, Ontario
Community Collaborators:
Lyndsay Wells, Public Education Program
Coordinator, Vancouver Island Crisis Society;
John McCormick, Executive Director,
John Howard Society;
Michele Hillier, Executive Director,
Literacy Central Vancouver Island
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Co-director of student-led project completed
through the Community-Based Applied
Interdisciplinary Research course (CBAIR)
Listening to the Voiceless: The Lives and Experiences
of Low Barrier Homeless Shelter Patrons
in Nanaimo, BC
Students spent time at the Nanaimo Extreme
Weather Shelter. They volunteered and they
conducted interviews with shelter guests,
workers and stakeholders. They describe a
typical day of the homeless in Nanaimo.
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Academic Collaborators:
Tanner MacKinnon, VIU student;
Hugo Merino, VIU student;
Mikaela Whitelaw, VIU student;
Dr. Elizabeth McLin, Criminology, VIU (director);
Dr. Robert Willis, Management, VIU
Community Collaborators:
Nanaimo Extreme Weather Shelter (NEWS)
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Co-director of student-led project completed
through the Community-Based Applied
Interdisciplinary Research course (CBAIR)
Island Crisis Care Society (ICCS) Research: Bridging the Gap
Between Women’s Needs and ICCS Services Provided
Students interviewed women staying at
Samaritan House as well as staff of the ICCS. They
identified gaps in the services provided and make
recommendations to address these gaps.
Academic Collaborators:
Danielle Frost, VIU student;
Julia Krainer, VIU student;
Jessie Weninger, VIU student;
Dr. Robert Willis, Management, VIU (Director);
Dr. Elizabeth McLin, Criminology, VIU
Community Collaborators:
Island Crisis Care Society (ICCS)
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION

Director of student-led project completed
through the Community-Based Applied
Interdisciplinary Research course (CBAIR)
Parksville Community Voices: Inspiring Change
through Community Engagement
Academic Collaborators:
Kirsten Gellein, VIU student;
Dmitry Morozov, VIU student;
Kelsey Yamasaki, VIU student;
Dr. Elizabeth McLin, Criminology, VIU;
Dr. Robert Willis, Management, VIU
Community Collaborators:
Parksville-Qualicum Community Foundation (PQCF)
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based Learning;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
22-April-2016

Far West or Phare ouest? Social Representations
of the Canadian Francophonie
Couch Stone Symposium, in Nanaimo, BC, April 2016
This presentation presented preliminary findings
of a study looking into the social representations
associated with the Canadian Francophonie as it is
imagined by Nanaimo’s Francophone population.
Historically, the French-Canadian nation assured
a French presence in the western territories
of Canada. According to this perspective, the
Canadian West could be seen as a beacon of hope,
the last point of the Francophonie on the map of
Canada. Today, the proportion of “Francophones”
outside Quebec is decreasing; the arrival of
francophone immigrants requires a new definition
of the Francophonie and/or French Canada; and
the willingness of “francophiles” to participate in
the Francophonie requires an openness to “nonfrancophones”. These topics were discussed.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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OTHER ACTIVITY
22-April-2016

Couch Stone Symposium, organization
Co-organizer of the Couch Stone Symposium that
took place in Nanaimo from April 21st to the 23rd,
2016. The Couch Stone Symposium received funding
from SSHRC. VIU students presented their work; VIU
students presented posters; VIU students volunteered.
The Symposium is the annual winter meeting of the
Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction (SSSI):
internationally renowned academics met in Nanaimo
to discuss the year’s theme which was “Diversities
of social engagement: where dialogue happens”.
Academic Collaborators:
Dr. Elizabeth McLin, Criminology;
Dr. Jerry Hinbest, Sociology;
Dr. Pam Shaw, Master’s in Community Planning
OTHER PUBLICATION

Book review
Mémoires d’un procrastinateur, by Michèle Declerck,
Paris, L’Harmattan, 2015. Published in
Nouvelles perspectives en sciences
sociales, vol. 11, No 1, 2015
OTHER PUBLICATION

Book review
L’impératif numérique ou la nouvelle ère des sciences
humaines et sociales, by Michel Wieviorka, Paris,
CNRS Éditions, 2013. Published in Nouvelles
perspectives en sciences sociales, vol. 11, No 1, 2015

RESEARCH PROJECT

Far West or “Phare ouest”: the perception of the
Canadian Francophonie among Francophones
of Vancouver Island, British Columbia
This is the first phase of an on-going project: data
collection through semi-directed interviews in
Nanaimo ended in May, 2016. The first results of this
phase will be presented in Regina, SK, in October
2016. The next phases of the project include data
collection across Vancouver Island (Victoria to
Port Hardy). Objectives include examining the
link between language, identity and culture; the
perceived role of the education system in promoting
the French language; the inclusion of immigrant
populations to francophone communities.
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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From left to right: VIU students Troy Barnes, Chantelle Spicer, Morgan Mowatt and Kurstin Decker are presenting in the Everyone’s Responsibility: Indigenizing
the Academy from a Student Perspective panel during the BC Studies conference hosted at VIU’s Nanaimo Campus May 4-6.

Legacies of BC’s Colonial Past
Examined During Conference at VIU
April 28, 2017 - 3:45pm

The BC Studies 2017 conference takes place May 4-6 at VIU’s Nanaimo Campus
and features research on the theme of (Un)Settling British Columbia
British Columbia’s colonial past and the
legacies of colonialism is the timely topic of
this year’s BC Studies Conference hosted at
Vancouver Island University (VIU) May 4-6.
BC Studies is both an academic journal and the
name of a biannual, multi-disciplinary conference
hosted by a different BC university every two
years. VIU last hosted a BC Studies conference in
the 1990s. The theme for this year’s conference is
(Un)Settling British Columbia, a theme organizers
thought was appropriate given what VIU and other
institutions have been doing around the topic
of reconciliation, says Dr. Katharine Rollwagen,
co-organizer and VIU history professor.
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“We wanted a theme that would bring into focus the
issues of Indigenous peoples and their communities,”
she says. “The presentations at this year’s conference
will focus on the colonial histories of British Columbia,
and the legacies and consequences of the province’s
colonial past – a timely topic given the work VIU
has been doing in terms of engaging with our
communities on the important topic of reconciliation.
It’s an opportunity to engage in discussions about
the province’s past, present and, ultimately, its
future, especially in relation to Indigenous issues.”
More than 100 professors, students and community
group members from across BC, Washington, the
rest of Canada and even England will present their

Legacies of BC’s Colonial Past Examined During Conference at VIU Cont.

research over three days. From cultivating territorial
claims through horticulture, to reconciliation in an
intercultural context, to the politics of Indigenous
title in BC, to using augmented reality and drones
to recover, record and present Indigenous
military history, Rollwagen is impressed with
the diversity of the conference program.
“Our presenters’ list shows there’s an international
interest in what’s happening in BC, especially in terms
of Indigenous history and issues,” says Rollwagen.
The conference opens Thursday, May 4 with a
keynote address from Grand Chief Stewart Phillip
of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs. VIU Chancellor
Louise Mandell, one of Canada’s foremost Aboriginal
rights lawyers, will also be moderating a panel
discussion on May 4 based on the prize-winning
book Unsettling Canada: A National Wake-Up Call.
The conference theme is inspired by this book by
Arthur Manuel, who passed away in January.

and resources, and of re-asserting traditional
knowledge systems, Indigenous languages and
respectful stewardship of the environment,” she says.
“I look forward to participating in the round table on
‘Unsettling Archaeologies,’ where I will be presenting
examples of local Kwak’wala concepts and attitudes.”
Dr. Imogene Lim, a VIU Anthropology Professor,
is presenting research undertaken by the
Asian Canadians on Vancouver Island: Race,
Indigeneity, and the Transpacific project.
“The theme is timely given the availability of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s Final Report, as well
as changes in the province’s K-12 school curriculum,”
says Lim. “What ‘we’ think of BC’s (and Canada’s)
history has been unsettled, especially for those who
never questioned the Eurocentric narrative that has,
for the most part, been presented and taught.”

In the book, Manuel, one of the most forceful
advocates for Indigenous title and rights in
Canada, wrote about the place of Indigenous
peoples within the country’s political and
economic space and sets out a vision for a new,
sustainable Indigenous economy. Both the
keynote address and the panel discussion will be
livestreamed through the conference website.

On Friday, May 5, there will be a free film screening of
All Our Father’s Relations in the Malaspina Theatre
(Building 310) at 7 pm. The film is about the Grant
siblings, who travel to China from Vancouver in an
attempt to rediscover their father’s roots and better
understand his fractured relationship with their
Musqueam mother. After the film, Elder Larry Grant,
Producer Sarah Ling and Director Alejandro Yoshizawa
will take questions from the audience. Anyone from
the community is welcome to attend this screening.

Dr. Laura Cranmer, a VIU First Nations Studies
Professor from ‘Namgis First Nation, says from
her perspective, the (Un)Settling BC theme closely
parallels the focus of her department’s core courses.

The conference is open to the public and people can
register for a single day or all three days. The film
screening on Friday night is free. For rates, to register
and for more information, visit ah.viu.ca/bcstudies.

“I welcome the attention the conference brings
to the essential work of questioning settler
assumptions of authority over traditional territories
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Provost & Vice-President Academic
Library Administration

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Jean Blackburn

Member, Institutional Mobilization Task Group,
Canadian Research Knowledge Network

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Chair, VIUFA Leave Committee
The VIUFA Leave Committee reviews and
recommends applicants for Professional
Development Leaves to the University Board, and
evaluates proposals to determine if unassisted leaves
shall be granted “Preliminary Approval as Professional
Development Leave of Absence,” following guidelines
established by the Collective Agreement.
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Collections Committee, Council of
Prairie & Pacific University Libraries (COPPUL)
In support of COPPUL’s strategic plan, to generate
ideas and recommend innovative initiatives for
the enhancement of collections at the consortium
and institutional levels; to advise the Directors on
COPPUL Collections matters and to undertake
projects assigned by the Directors from time to
time; to serve as a forum for sharing information
about collection management issues and best
practices for licensing electronic resources at both
the consortium and institutional levels; to investigate
and assess information resources that can be
acquired collectively for the benefit of member
institutions; to recommend and maintain policies
and model documents for joint acquisitions; to
develop strategies for negotiation with publishers
and vendors, and provide other input to the
Executive Director to inform licensing and
renewal discussions between COPPUL staff
and vendors; to communicate and coordinate
with other COPPUL committees and task
groups as needed to carry out the above.

127

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

Access to scholarly research is key to Canada’s success
globally. The current commercial publishing model is
placing that access at risk. The Institutional Mobilization
Task Group (IMTG) has a mandate to develop resources
that describe the challenges posed by the existing
academic publishing model, and provide practical
solutions that might be undertaken by various university
constituencies. CRKN member libraries will play a critical
role in facilitating dialogue on Canadian university
campuses. The goal of the IMTG is to encourage a united
front within the academic community to facilitate a
strong and coordinated negotiating stance on the part of
Canadian library consortia, to influence the publishing
landscape, and to create a more sustainable model of
access to research content for Canadian researchers.
Academic Collaborators:
Annie Bélanger, Associate University
Librarian, University of Waterloo;
Dr. Constance Crompton, Assistant Professor,
Digital Humanities and English, Faculty of
Creative and Critical Studies, UBC Okanagan;
Richard Dumont, University Librarian,
Université de Montréal;
Dr.Karen Grant, Provost and Vice-President, Academic
& Research, Mount Allison University (Chair);
Dr. Joy Johnson, Vice-President,
Research, Simon Fraser University;
Dr. Jennifer Love, Associate Professor,
Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science,
University of British Columbia;
Jennifer Sowa, Manager, Communications
and Marketing, Libraries and Cultural
Resources, University of Calgary

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Shared Print Archive Network (SPAN)
Management Committee, Council of Prairie
& Pacific University Libraries (COPPUL)

Member, Undergraduate Foundation
Collection (UFC) Review Task Group, BC
Electronic Library Network (ELN)

The Council of Prairie and Pacific Libraries’ Shared
Print Archive Network (SPAN) is a distributed
retrospective print repository program. SPAN’s
main goals are to provide access to shared print
archives, create opportunities for the reallocation
of library space, and preserve the print record for
its members in a cost-effective way. Rather than
thinking about the project in terms of preserving the
“last copy,” this partnership emphasizes the role of
the archived print as part of an optimal copy network
that includes other print archiving initiatives.
The 20 participating COPPUL libraries have agreed
to consolidate and validate print journal backfiles at
major library storage facilities and selected campus
locations. Selection of titles for inclusion in SPAN
will be made using a risk management framework:
journals will be categorized as Low-, Moderate-, or
Higher-Risk based on their availability electronically,
rarity, and relevance to the region (Western Canada).

Reporting to the BC ELN Steering Committee, the
UFC Review Task Force will analyze BC ELN’s current
common suite of resources and identify options for
moving forward. Both philosophical and practical
questions will be discussed, including whether BC
ELN should continue to license a bundle of products;
whether the current suite should be reduced,
downgraded, changed; and whether other or different
products should be considered for the bundle.

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Member, Steering Committee, Electronic
Health Library of British Columbia (e-HLbc)
The Electronic Health Library of British Columbia
is a library consortium composed of 24 publiclyfunded post-secondary institutions, the six
provincial health authorities, the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of BC and three provincial
ministries. Member of the Steering Committee,
which is charged with determining the strategic
direction and initiatives of the consortium.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
29-April-2016

Preserving our Print Heritage for Future Access: A
“Last Copy” Retention Initiative for the Canadian West
In academic libraries, we are seeing a steady decline
in print circulation and shift toward digital resources.
At the same time, rarely-used print materials are
being relocated or deaccessioned to make way for
technology-enabled study spaces. As we adapt
to a changing library world, how do we ensure we
retain and preserve enough copies of print materials
-especially rare or local-interest titles - for future
access? The Council of Prairie and Pacific University
Libraries’ (COPPUL) has launched a collaborative
project to identify, manage and share scarcely-held
print photographs within the COPPUL region. The
Shared Print Archive Network(SPAN) Monograph
Project brings together twelve participating university
libraries and OCLC’s Sustainable Collection Services
team to gather, compare and analyze our collective
holdings and circulation data. Based on these data, we
will set retention standards and commitments among
the project participants to ensure future access to, and
preservation of, print monographs within the region.
Academic Collaborator:
Lisa Petruchio, University of Victoria Libraries
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
27-April-2016

The Cloud is Calling (8211) Or
is it Zombies of Death?
At Vancouver Island University, the Library and
Centre for Innovation and Excellence in Learning
(CIEL) increasingly rely on cloud-based services
to build capacity and manage costs. Institutional
repositories, integrated library systems, digital
preservation, learning management systems, media
servers and e-portfolio platforms are essential
academic enterprise systems, critical to the emerging
academic landscape. Yet, at VIU we see a de facto
move away from locally-managed to cloud-based
infrastructure for these mission-critical systems,
where systems are selected, licensed and managed
by academic service departments such as VIU’s
Library and CIEL, but the connection to the cloud
is dependent on IT. Katz et al. (2009) warn that “if
the institution does not create a cloud strategy, it
may inherit an ‘accidental strategy’ formed around
consumer choice.” But when infrastructure needs
outpace the capacity of local IT, how to collaborate
on strategic, appropriate policy, risk management,
and governance models? Informed by Bill Klug’s
research, reported at BCNET 2015, we present cloud
adoption cases from VIU, followed by discussion.
Academic Collaborators:
Michael Paskevicius, Learning Technology Application
Developer, Vancouver Island University; Eric Schewe,
Systems Administrator, Vancouver Island University;
Dana McFarland, eResources Librarian,
Vancouver Island University
OTHER ACTIVITY
21-March-2017

Guest Lecture: Cooperative Collection
Development, School of Library, Archival and
Information Studies, University of British Columbia
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PROJECT

Chair, Shared Print Archive Network
(SPAN) Monograph Project
The Shared Print Archive Network (SPAN) Monograph
Project, a project of the Council of Prairie and Pacific
University Libraries (COPPUL), is a collaborative
effort to identify, manage and share scarcely-held
print monographs within the COPPUL region. The
project brings together ten participating university
libraries and OCLC’s Sustainable Collection Services
team to gather, compare and analyze our collective
holdings and circulation data. Based on these data,
we have set retention standards and commitments
among the project participants to ensure future
access to, and preservation of, print monographs
within the region. Of particular importance for
preservation and stewardship are the rare and localinterest publications held by each participating library,
reflecting their respective regions and local identities.
Academic Collaborators:
Patti Gallilee, Simon Fraser University;
Penny Haggarty, Thompson Rivers University;
Rob Tiessen, University of Calgary;
Karen McCallum, University of Lethbridge;
Kristen Kruse, University of Manitoba;
Barbara Nelke, University of Regina;
Ken Ladd, University of Saskatchewan;
Lisa Petrachenko, University of Victoria;
Michael Hohner, University of Winnipeg
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Dana McFarland
ARTICLE

VIU Hiring Committees
Committee member for searches:
Student Engagement & Community Outreach
Librarian Library Service Desk Assistant

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

BC Libraries Cooperative, Board of Directors
This national cooperative provides libraries and related
organisations with the services, cost savings, and support
they need to do great work in Canadian communities.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

BC Digital Library Admin Team

BCELN Emerging Technologies Committee

The BC Digital Library is a phased, multi-year
project, guided by an over-arching vision of access
to the intellectual, historical and cultural record of
the Province for the people of British Columbia.
The intent is to provide access to materials that
may enrich the intellectual and leisure life of a
citizen, showcase the contributions of individuals,
organizations and government, and contribute to the
economic well-being of the province. In July 2016,
three organizations offered to donate staff time in
kind to the BC DL initiative. This team is called the
BC DL Administrative team. Steering Committee
operations are facilitated by the BC DL Admin Team.

This committee of the BCELN (Electronic Libraries
Network) stays abreast of library reference and related
technologies and advises the Ask Away Advisory
committee on feasibility of those technologies.

Members are: Dan Sifton, Coordinator of
Library Automation and Technical Services
from Vancouver Island University. Dan is
exploring open source platforms suitable for a
PDL prototype. Dana McFarland, eResources
Librarian from VIU, and Caroline Daniels, Systems
Librarian from Kwantlen Polytechnic University
are focused on communications, community
engagement, and financial sustainability. Anita
Cocchia, from BC ELN, is providing leadership and
administrative support for the Admin Team.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

BCLA Mentorship Committee & Pairing Team
BCLA’s Mentorship Program exists to connect and
empower association members by fostering positive
relationships in the library community. The program
encourages sharing, and aims to promote leaders hip
and commitment to the profession. The Pairing Team
manages pairing of session applicants (by library
type, interests, geography, other); seeks additional
mentors/mentees as needed to fulfil pairing; maintains
Mentorship Contract documents and communications.
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

CLOCKSS North American Advisory Council
The Council advises the CLOCKSS Board of
Directors on matters relating to policies and
practice of digital preservation and archiving.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

VIU HIRING COMMITTEES

COPPUL Digital Preservation Network
Management Committee

Committee member for searches: University Librarian- IT Technologist
VIU HIRING COMMITTEES

This committee supports the work of the Digital
Preservation Network manager in a two-year project
to transform and formalize digital preservation
services offered through the Council of Prairie
& Pacific University Libraries (COPPUL).
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability

VIU Faculty Association Stewards Committee
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

A Provincial Digital Library for BC:
An Unsettling Proposition
Poster presented at BC Studies 2017: (Un)
Settling British Columbia (65279)

BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

COPPUL Digital Preservation Working Group
Supports Council of Prairie & Pacific University
Libraries’ (COPPUL) strategic objectives to
investigate and increase awareness of digital
preservation needs and strategies among
and on behalf of member libraries.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

COPPUL Indigenous Knowledge Task Group
This group discussed and made recommendations to
the COPPUL (Council of Prairie and Pacific University
Libraries) Board and membership on their strategic
direction related to Indigenous Knowledge.
Academic Collaborators:
Betty Braaksma, Brandon University;
Camille Callison, University of Manitoba;
Kim Lawson, University of British Columbia;
Allan Wilson, University of Northern BC
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people; Focused on a topic
of relevance to Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Presented on behalf of the BC Digital Library Steering
Committee. Collective understandings of who we are
in British Columbia are constructed through public
dialogue that increasingly occurs virtually, and with
greater rapidity than ever before. A provincial digital
library for BC is intended to bring substance to a vision
that government articulated in 2014, presenting a
digital reflection of BC by making local collections
more immediately available to inform social discourse.
A digital library as a collaboration of local institutions
and communities offers a means to explore BC’s depth
and diversity of place, history, and stories, to enrich
public life by connecting present to past, and to shape
a future informed by the knowledge, experiences,
and many dimensions of identity and belonging of our
people. The initiative is a phased project that ultimately
will establish access to the intellectual, historical,
geographical and cultural record of the province,
together with tools to support citizens in constructing
meaning and community from its resources.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
27-April-2016

Cloud is Calling -- Or is it Zombies of Death?

Academic Collaborators:
Alexander Burdett, University of Victoria;
Jessica Mussell, University of Victoria;
Kathleen Reed, Vancouver Island University

Panel presentation at BCNET 2016: Vancouver, BC
Informed by Bill Klug’s research, reported at BCNET
2015, we present cloud adoption cases from VIU,
followed by discussion. What are the implications of
shifting computing infrastructure needs from local
IT services to the cloud? How does it change our
relationship with IT? Are IT departments happy when
we go to the cloud, or concerned about loss of local
control? How do IT decision-makers see the promise
of the cloud differently than “consumers”? How can
we leverage cloud computing environments, such as
EduCloud, that require local IT dependencies? And
how can we develop institutional strategy where
cloud-based solutions have been adopted ad hoc?
Academic Collaborators:
Jean Blackburn, VIU;
Michael Paskevicius, VIU;
Eric Schewe, VIU
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
23-October-2015

Dashboard metrics for scholarly activity at a small
university: Open vs. ‘freemium’ vs. premium
Poster presented at Digital Library
Federation Forum: Vancouver, BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
18-November-2016

Enabling a research culture in the Library:
(Success) stories from the Island
Presented at Keeping It ReAL: Research in Academic
Libraries, Vancouver, November 2016

This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
29-April-2016

Transforming Technical Services, Opening Knowledge
for the Community: A VIU Technical Services Sixer
Panel presentation at VILSC (Vancouver Island
Library Staff Conference): University of Victoria, BC
From the published schedule: Over the past few
years VIU has been developing new work and
skills in their technical services department, distributing
new responsibilities among staff, and innovating
and renovating our workflows to respond to what
they’re seeing as the “new” technical services. Long
gone are the days of backlogs in the tech services
room. The space has long since been re-purposed,
and the shelves replaced by a single book truck.
The new projects we’ve been pursuing are
increasingly technical in a different way, while still
making use of the valuable knowledge and skills of
our staff. These include: An eBook access verification
tool; Digital preservation workflows; Recruitment and
processing of local scholar content for the IR; Assorted
non-text digital endeavours. Join the technical services
team as they share their perspectives and experiences
with these projects, past, present, and future.
Academic Collaborators:
Daniel Sifton, VIU;
Dalys Barney, VIU;
Sarah Ogden, VIU

Our panel participants offered perspectives
on three proposed themes:

OTHER ACTIVITY
04-December-2016

•
•
•

BCELN Strategic Planning
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Post-secondary
Partnership
Showcases
Research
July 27, 2016 - 3:45pm
A new partnership between Vancouver Island
University (VIU) and Royal Roads University (RRU)
will increase public access to student and faculty
research. Library staff at the two universities will
collaborate on a three-year pilot initiative to share
an online institutional research repository.
RRU University Librarian Rosie Croft says the similar
applied research mandate of both institutions offers
a natural partnership opportunity with the goal of
showcasing research through a shared platform.
“By giving our research a new online platform and
a shared presence with VIU, we can increase the
profile of our student and faculty members’ work
by making it more visible and easily accessible to
the public,” says Croft. “There are many benefits to
partnering with another institution on this initiative:
cross-training, knowledge sharing, cost-savings and
sustainability in terms of human resources. The
pilot will help us experiment and learn what works
for our institutions to ensure student and faculty
research has a far-reaching impact on society. ”
VIU University Librarian Tim Atkinson says
he is excited to work with Royal Roads on the
shared repository and agrees it will amplify
the impact of student and faculty research.
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Daniel Sifton, Coordinator of Library Automation and Technical Services, shows off some
of the research that’s available on the VIU Library website. A shared online institutional
research repository will boost public access to student and faculty research.

“By sharing the platform and costs we will gain increased
functionality which will enhance the experience of
finding the research material,” says Atkinson. “It will
also allow us to understand more about who is finding
the material and what material is being most heavily
accessed. That information is useful to help students and
faculty understand the impact of their work and it will
help us to see the reach of the material in the repository.”
Members of the public will be able to search the
two institutions’ research projects together or
separately using simple search terms. The research
repository will also align with granting agencies’
desire to share student and faculty research results.
Launching this fall, the shared institutional
research repository will be accessible to the
public through the Royal Roads and VIU library
websites using open-source software, DSpace.

OTHER ACTIVITY
10-May-2016

BCELN Strategic Planning
Participant and table host
OTHER ACTIVITY
28-April-2017

Vancouver Island Library Staff Conference (VILSC)
2017: Our Island is a Library: Open and Inclusive
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

BCLA Mentorship Committee & Pairing Team
BCLA’s Mentorship Program exists to connect and
empower association members by fostering positive
relationships in the library community. The program
encourages sharing, and aims to promote leadership
and commitment to the profession. The Pairing Team
manages pairing of session applicants (by library
type, interests, geography, other); seeks additional
mentors/mentees as needed to fulfil pairing; maintains
Mentorship Contract documents and communications.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

VIU Faculty Association Stewards Committee
OTHER ACTIVITY
26-November-2015

3rd Annual Code4lib BC Unconference
Birds of a Feather table facilitator
OTHER PUBLICATION

WORKSHOP
09-November-2016

Where Next for Repositories? An open national forum
sponsored by the CARL in association with COAR
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability

Blog posts
wordpress.viu.ca/dana
Getting faculty work into the IR for Open Access: 1.
Backstory and overview of process- Keeping it ReAL
(8211) Research in Academic Libraries #ReAL_16:
Reflections on the event - Notes from Where Next
for Repositories? An open national forum sponsored
by the CARL in association with COAR- Zombies
revisited: Summary and update to “The Cloud is
Calling” panel presentation at BCNET 2016
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WORKSHOP
01-December-2016

4th Annual Code4lib BC Unconference
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability

Kathleen Reed

BOOK CHAPTER

ARTICLE

Duos to Watch Out For: Blending Information
Literacy and Scholarly Communication Instruction
through Faculty-Librarian Collaboration

Laying the Groundwork for a New Library
Service: Scholar-Practitioner & Graduate
Student Attitudes Toward Altmetrics
and the Curation of Online Profiles
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice, 11, 2
Academic Collaborators:
Dana McFarland, e-Resources Librarian,
Vancouver Island University;
Rosie Croft, University Librarian,
Royal Roads University
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

VIU Research, Scholarly Activity, and
Curriculum Development Committee
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Keeping it REAL: Research in Academic
Libraries, at University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, BC, 18 November 2016
Academic Collaborators:
Alexander Burdett, University of Victoria Libraries;
Dana McFarland, e-Resources Librarian,
Vancouver Island University;
Jessica Mussell, Royal Roads University Library
OTHER PUBLICATION

Blog (Invited), Centre for Evidence Based
Library and Information Practice
Gathering Evidence by Asking Library
Users about Memorable Experiences,
https://words.usask.ca/ceblipbl
og/2016/06/14/gathering-evidence/

VIU Positive Space Alliance Steering Committee
OTHER PUBLICATION
BOARD MEMBER

Lambda Scholarship Foundation
www.lambdafoundation.org
BOARD / COMMITTEE WORK

Blog (Invited), Centre for Evidence Based
Library and Information Practice
Evidence for Big Deal Decisions:
The Importance of Consultation
https://words.usask.ca/ceblipbl
og/2016/02/02/big-deal-decisions/

Funding Adjudication Committee
CONFERENCE POSTER
Member of the adjudication committee for
Indigitization grant program, Irving K. Barber
Centre, University of British Columbia.
www.indigitization.ca
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people
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Sweep, Observe, and Relate: A Study of
Everyday Academic Information Practice
Workshop for Instruction in Library Use
(WILU), Vancouver, BC, 31 May 2016
Academic Collaborators:
Cameron Hoffman-McGaw, Vancouver
Island University Library;
Meg Ecclestone, Vancouver Island University Library

EVIDENCE SUMMARY

Obtaining Journal Titles via Big Deals Most Cost
Effective Compared to Individual Subscriptions,
Pay-Per-View, and Interlibrary Loan
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice. 11,1
EVIDENCE SUMMARY

Without Library Resources and Services, the
Scholarly Activity of Medical Faculty and
Students Would Register a Code Blue
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice. 12, 1
EVIDENCE SUMMARY

Users Engage More with Interface than Materials
at Welsh Newspapers Online Website
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice. 11, 3
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Reviewer
The American Society for Information Science
& Technology (ASIS&T) Conference
UNION WORK

Vice President, VIU Faculty Association

Scholarship, Research,
and Creative Activity
Liz Hammond-Kaarremaa
ARTICLE
01-June-2016

A Curious Clay: The Use of a Powdered
White Substance in Coast Salish
Spinning and Woven Blankets
BC Studies, 189, (Spring 2016)
Coast Salish First Nations wove their robes and
blankets from yarn spun from processed wool
fibres. A curious fact, usually mentioned in passing
by early explorers, ethnographers, and settlers, is
that, in the preparation of wool fibres, a powdery,
silky “white clay” was beaten into the wool using a
sword-like wooden stick. This practice is confirmed
by traditional knowledge preserved by Coast Salish
people on Vancouver Island, the mainland of British
Columbia, and in Washington State. While museums with
extensive Coast Salish collections have no “clay” objects
in their collections that are associated with weaving and
spinning, they do have lumps of diatomaceous earth as
well as tools associated with both diatomaceous earth
and the spinning and weaving of wool. Is diatomaceous
earth the same as the white clay mentioned in the
historical accounts? Or are they different from one
another? If so, were they both used? Do they have
the same properties? In this article I assembled the
historical and ethnographic records of this curious
clay in order to clarify the enigmatic first step in the
processing and preparation of Coast Salish wool.
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
21-February-2016

WORKSHOP
26-March-2017

Coast Salish Spinning - Looking
for Twist, Finding Change

Coast Salish Spinning

First International Coast Salish Wool Weavers
Symposium, held at the Suquamish Museum
in Suquamish Washington, February 2016

The Musqueam Cultural Centre in partnership with the
Museum of Anthropology at UBC invited me to give a
talk to the Musqueam Weavers group. The talk was on
traditional spinning tools, techniques and fibres used
by Coast Salish First Nations. Using historical accounts
and oral history, the main fibres used (mountain goat,
dog wool, stinging nettle, down and sheep), and the
techniques used in spinning these fibres were reviewed.
Ten-yard sample skeins were shown and a discussion with
the weavers shed more light on Coast Salish spinning.
was used to show how the yarns changed over time.

This was a keynote address to Coast Salish weavers
and spinners from British Columbia and Washington
State. The talk gave a historical overview of
explorer, settler and First Nation observations of
tools used in the spinning process, the preparation
of various fibres and the process used in creating
yarns. Photographs of blankets, robes and other
objects from museum collections were shown to
demonstrate the different styles of textiles; the
tools used and how they evolved; along with the
fibres used. A research project involving studying
the textiles, and in particular the yarns used, was
described and charts showing the data gathered was
used to show how the yarns changed over time.
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

Academic Collaborator:
Susan Rowley, Curator, UBC Museum of Anthropology
Community Collaborators:
Musqueam Cultural Centre
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
WORKSHOP
20-February-2016

Spinning traditional Coast Salish yarns
Two workshops were held for Coast Salish weavers
and spinners to introduce them to the preparation
and spinning of traditional fibres into yarns. Fibres
used included stinging nettle, dog wool, and down
feathers. Stinging nettle fibre was processed from
dried stalks and spun using fingers into cordage.
Dog wool was spun on its own by rolling the drafted
fibres down your thigh and then a blend of dog wool
and down from feather was spun on spindles.
Community Collaborators:
Suquamish Cultural Museum
This Activity:
Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
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Dr. Nicole Vaugeois

ARTICLE

ARTICLE

Uncovering and Mapping Place
Attachment in Small Cities

Consuming places through food tourism:
Insights on the food artisan sector from BC

Vaugeois, Nicole L.; Williams, Alanna; Karsten, Sharon;
and Shaw, Pam, (2016). 2016 Travel and Tourism Research
Conference Proceedings. Paper 20. Presented at the
Annual Conference in Edmonton, September 2016.

Vaugeois, N., Predyk, J. (2016). Published abstract
in the Travel and Tourism Research Association
Conference Proceedings, Edmonton, AB
Presentation received best oral presentation award.
Academic Collaborator:
John Predyk, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University
ARTICLE

Square Dance Constraints and Motivations
for the Elderly in Chongqing, China
Ying Ma (2017). MA Sustainable Leisure Management.
Academic Collaborators:
Ning Ma, M.A., Vice-president at Nanfang Translation
College of SISU University Chongqing, China;
Xiaomei Li, Ph.D., Faculty of Social Development
and Western China Development Studies,
Sichuan University, Chengdu, China
ARTICLE

The Role of Amenities in Attracting
Entrepreneurs to Remote Communities:
A Case Study of Tofino, BC, Canada
Sreya Kumar (20170. MA in Sustainable
Leisure Management.
Academic Collaborators:
Michael McLaughlin, Rural Futures;
Kelly Whitney-Squire, UNBC
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Academic Collaborators:
Alanna Williams, Media Studies,
Vancouver Island University;
Sharon Karsten, Simon Fraser University;
Pam Shaw, Geography, Vancouver Island University
BOARD/COMMITTEE WORK

Director, BC Rural Network
The BC Rural Network aims to build stronger rural
and remote communities in BC by promoting better
understanding of rural issues across all jurisdictions, and
developing responses to rural issues. The BCRN aims
to achieve this by: Acting as a coordinating body for
the dissemination of information, tools, and resources
of importance to rural and remote communities in
British Columbia; acting as a catalyst to build linkages
between communities, rural organizations, and policymakers who work on issues of importance to rural and
remote communities in British Columbia; improving
awareness of the current work of existing rural groups
and organization in BC by providing a forum for rural
and remote communities and organizations to voice
concerns and issues, and learn from each other.

BOARD/COMMITTEE WORK

BOOK

Director, BC Rural Network

Farm Diversification through Agritourism

The BC Rural Network aims to build stronger rural
and remote communities in BC by promoting better
understanding of rural issues across all jurisdictions,
and developing responses to rural issues. The BCRN
aims to achieve this by: Acting as a coordinating
body for the dissemination of information, tools,
and resources of importance to rural and remote
communities in British Columbia; acting as a catalyst
to build linkages between communities, rural
organizations, and policy-makers who work on issues
of importance to rural and remote communities
in British Columbia; improving awareness of
the current work of existing rural groups and
organization in BC by providing a forum for rural
and remote communities and organizations to voice
concerns and issues, and learn from each other.

Vaugeois, N., Bence, S., Romanova, A. (2015).
BC Ministry of Agriculture, Victoria, BC.
The purpose of this contract was to develop a
guidebook to aid in the development of agritourism
in British Columbia. Written for farmers, the guide
will explain what agritourism is, different types
of agritourism activities and potential levels of
engagement, costs and benefits to the farm operation,
case examples and the regulatory framework in BC.
Academic Collaborators:
Shannon Bence, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University;
Anna Romanova, Recreation and Tourism,
Vancouver Island University
BOOK

BOARD/COMMITTEE WORK

National Extension Tourism Design Team Member
Canadian representative on the National Extension
Tourism Design Team. The mission of the National
Extension Tourism Design Team is to enhance
sustainable tourism development nationally (in
the USA) by providing relevant research, training,
resources and networking opportunities in tourism
and recreation marketing, management and
development for Extension and tourism professionals.
This Activity:
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
BOARD/COMMITTEE WORK

Travel and Tourism Research
Association, Canadian Chapter
The Canadian Chapter of TTRA is dedicated to
individuals interested in advancing the quality and
effectiveness of tourism research and marketing, and
fosters the value and use of research in the marketing,
planning and development of tourism in Canada.
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Innovative Leisure Practice: Cases as Conduits
between Theory and Practice, vol. 2.
Vaugeois, N;(2016). World Leisure Centre of
Excellence in Sustainability and Innovation,
Vancouver Island University
CHAPTER

Advancing understanding of equestrian tourism: a
typology and evidence from British Columbia, Canada
Vaugeois, N. (2015). In Horse, Tourism and
Societies. Monde du Tourism, p. 102-110
CHAPTER

Expanding marketing intelligence through
innovative community based visitor research.
Parker, P; Vaugeois, N; Evernden, N; and
Sliskovic, L. (2015). Innovative Leisure Practice:
Cases as Conduits between Theory and Practice.
World Leisure Centre of Excellence in Sustainability
and Innovation, Vancouver Island University

CHAPTER

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Place-making through deep cultural
mapping: The Where is Here? Project

Social entrepreneurship, reporting performance
and organizational ambidexterity in
the case of parent charities in BC

Vaugeois, N., Rosser, S., Karsten, S.,
Williams, A., Shaw. P. (2016). Innovative
Leisure Practice: Cases as Conduits between
Theory and Practice. World Leisure
Centre of Excellence in Sustainability and
Innovation, Vancouver Island University
Academic Collaborators:
Sunny Rosser, BTM graduate,
Vancouver Island University;
Alanna Williams, Media Studies,
Vancouver Island University;
Pam Shaw, Geography, Vancouver Island University;
Sharon Karsten, Comox Valley Art Gallery
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Attracting long term prosperity
for BC rural communities
BC Local Government Management Association,
Nanaimo, BC held June 20-22, 2016

Yufan Yang, Nicole Vaugeois, John Predyk (2017).
Canadian Congress on Leisure Research, Waterloo, ON
Conference presentation and published
abstract in the conference proceedings.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Where is here? Small cities, cultural
mapping, sustainable futures
Alanna Williams and Nicole Vaugeois (2017).
BC Studies Conference, Nanaimo, BC
GRADUATE STUDENT THESIS SUPERVISION

Examining Nature Connectedness, Wellbeing
and Motivation for Sustainable Behavior
in the Context of Citizen Science
Michelle Harnett (2017). MA Sustainable
Leisure Management.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

Connecting leisure and small city downtown
areas through cultural mapping
Nicole Vaugeois, Alanna Williams, Sharon
Karsten, Pam Shaw (2017). Canadian Congress
on Leisure Research, Waterloo, ON
Academic Collaborators:
Alanna Williams, Media Studies,
Vancouver Island University;
Pam Shaw, Geography, Vancouver Island University;
Sharon Karsten, Simon Fraser University

Academic Collaborators:
Betty Weiler, Southern Cross University, Australia;
Wendy Simms, Biology, Vancouver Island University
OTHER ACTIVITY

Global Engagement Grant 2017
Travel Grant to travel to the Cave Hill Campus of
the University of West Indies to strengthen VIU’s
partnership and develop a collaborative research
proposal. The travel was undertaken from Feb.
20-25th, 2017. The outcome is a conference to be
held in Barbados in October 2018 on Indigenous
student engagement in higher education.
This Activity:
Focused on Sustainability;
Was an international activity
(i.e. took place outside of Canada)
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RESEARCH PROJECT

Canada150: Innovations in Community Based
Research and Management: Best Practices for
Sustainable Aboriginal Tourism Development
This project aims to bring together academics,
aboriginal community leaders and industry to share
best practices in research and management to enable
sustainable tourism development in indigenous
communities. Conference was held at Vancouver
Island University April 11-13, 2017. Funded
through the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council, Connections Grant program.
Academic Collaborators:
Sonya Graci, Ryerson University;
Pat Maher, Cape Breton University;
Anne Hardy, University of Tasmania,
Kelly Whitney-Squire, UNBC;
Rob Ferguson, Vancouver Island University
This Activity:
Involved students in Community-Based
Learning; Involved First Nations people;
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC
RESEARCH PROJECT

Regional Workforce Development in Rural BC
This project brings together existing and emerging
networks with a focus on workforce development
through the creation of a regional Learning
and Innovation Research Network. Funded
through the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council, Partnerships Program.
Academic Collaborators:
Terri McDonald, BCRIC, Selkirk College

141

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

RESEARCH PROJECT
01-January-2016

Where is here? Deep cultural mapping,
small cities and sustainable futures
A cultural mapping project using digital media
and citizen participation to plot places of meaning
on deep cultural maps. The project also hosted a
Symposium in Courtenay July 20-22, 2016. Funded
through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council through the Connections grant program.
Academic Collaborators:
Pam Shaw, Geography, Vancouver Island
University; Alanna Williams, Media Studies,
Vancouver Island University;
Sharon Karsten, Simon Fraser University
and the Comox Art Gallery;
Will Garrett-Petts, Thompson Rivers
University; Nancy Duxbury, School of
Communications, Simon Fraser University;
Angela Somerset, Fine Arts, North Island College;
Sara Vipond, Fine Arts, North Island College;
Matt Radar, UBC Okanagan
Community Collaborators:
Comox Valley Art Gallery;
City of Port Alberni;
City of Courtenay;
City of Nanaimo;
Nanaimo Downtown Business Improvement Association;
Courtenay Downtown Business
Improvement Association;
Nanaimo and District Museum
This Activity:
Focused on a topic of relevance to
Vancouver Island and Coastal BC

VIU’s Cultural Mapping Team is ready to go to downtown Courtenay on March 5 to ask citizens the question: What connects you to your downtown?
After data is collected in Courtenay, Port Alberni and Nanaimo are next on the list.

VIU’s Cultural Mapping Project
Examines What Connects
Residents to their Downtown Core
February 17, 2016 - 12:15pm

VIU students and faculty embark on community research
project with Vancouver Island residents
In an era of unprecedented change what often
anchors a small city is its downtown core. But as
economic, social and demographic sands shift over
time that anchor can drift. A team of Vancouver
Island University (VIU) faculty and students
are undertaking a cultural mapping project in
an attempt to find out how well anchored the
downtowns of three island cities are - Courtenay,
Port Alberni and Nanaimo. Called Where is
Here? the end result of the project will be the
creation of a multi-layered “deep” cultural map.

the community and the mainstream of the creative
economy. This goes beyond bricks and mortar and looks
at ways in which communities behave and interact in
space,” said project coordinator, Sharon Karsten.

“The deep cultural map is about developing a
rich content tool that taps into the lifeblood of

“Through that question we are trying to delve
more deeply into the intangible dimensions of what
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Along with being project coordinator Karsten is a Simon
Fraser University PHd student and director of the Comox
Valley Art Gallery. She says the students are going to
be hitting the pavement at a public event in each of the
three cities with iPhones in hand to film answers to a
simple question: What connects you to your downtown?

VIU’s Cultural Mapping Project Examines What Connects
Residents to their Downtown Core Cont.
a downtown is. We want to hear stories that
help us understand what attracts and connects
people in the downtown core,” said Karsten.
“It could be a bar or bridge; a coffee shop or green
space. They might tell us about a first kiss, or a
hardware store they worked at 50 years ago. The list
is endless and we don’t know what kind of answers
we’ll get. What we hope is the map we create
from those answers can be presented to decisionmakers in a way that’s relevant and insightful.”
The lead investigator for the Where is Here? project
is BC Regional Innovation Chair in Tourism and
Sustainable Rural Development, Dr. Nicole Vaugeois.
She says the team will help uncover new information
that can be used to create vibrant downtown
areas that both residents and visitors value.

“I’m hoping we can gather a wide range of opinions
from First Nations, industry, retail, non-profits
and perhaps most importantly figure out the
reasons why people are downtown,” said Shaw.
“It starts with community mapping. That’s where my
expertise lies but we’re taking it to a much deeper
level. We’re moving from points on a map to showing
intangible cultural points, which means it’s more
than just simply referencing place. We want the
stories, feelings, and perceptions of people to come
alive. It’s about history, government, the evolution
of culture, identity and a tie to landscape.”
Team member Sarah Holden is a VIU Geography
and Global Studies student. She says after
months of preparation she is excited to
finally be going into the communities.

“The downtown of a city is a symbol and an
emblem of community pride but sometimes
the pressures of mall culture, the drift from a
resource-based economy to a knowledge-based
one and demographic shifts can contribute to a
community losing sight of that,” said Vaugeois.

“What we’re doing is a totally different form of
data collecting. It’s much more organic. We’re
talking to people and listening and it is the people
that will be directing the outcome. To me that’s
exciting and it certainly makes me curious about
what the final product will be,” said Holden.

Over seven months the team will also be including
perspectives from residents, going through historical
archives and developing a platform where citizens
can upload their own pictures and videos to the
project. They will be supported throughout by
Vaugeois and two other VIU faculty members
- VIU media studies professor Alanna Williams
and Director of VIU’s Master of Community
Planning program, Dr. Pam Shaw. Each faculty
member brings unique expertise to the table.

The team has been developing a platform to launch
from over the last two months. Recently the students
were split into three teams - each with an assigned
city. Events are planned in each community with the
first kicking off March 5 in Courtenay. The project
will culminate in a three day symposium in Courtenay
from July 20-22 where more than 25 speakers will
share their knowledge on cultural mapping and
the VIU team will share their work with delegates.
For more information please go to the project site
at www.whereishereculturalmapping.com

Shaw is a Geographic Information System (GIS)
expert who has been involved in community
planning projects in countries all over the world.
She says community mapping with traditional
GIS techniques will be the jumping off point
for this project, but they will be adding layer
upon layer of information on top of that.
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VIU would like to thank all the community partners
who are involved in this project: City of Port Alberni;
the Downtown Courtenay Business Improvement
Association; City of Nanaimo Culture Division;
Downtown Nanaimo Business Improvement
Association; The Comox Valley Record; Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council of Canada; North
Island College; and Simon Fraser University.

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY REPORT 2015/16

Research Centres,
Institutes &
Laboratory Activities

144

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

These are brief reports from some of the research
centres, institutes and labratories at VIU.

Applied Environmental Research Laboratories
www.aerl.viu.ca
Directors and Principal Researchers:
Dr. Erik Krogh; Dr. Chris Gill
Associated Research Scholars:
Dr. Nick Davey (VIU, AERL);
Dr. Kyle Duncan (Uppsala University, Sweden);
Dr. John Headley (Environment Canada – Sask);
Dr. Achille Cappiello (University of Urbino, IT);
Dr. Pierangela Palma (University of Urbino, IT);
Dr. Eric Reiner (Ministry of the Environment- Ontario);
Dr. Dan Beach (National Research Council-Halifax);
Dr. Chris Simpson (University of Washington, USA)
Honorary Research Associates:
Dr. Max Bothwell (Environment Canada – Nanaimo);
Dr. Tom Fyles (University of Victoria)
Undergraduate Student Researchers:
Daisy Feehan, Darien Yeung, Robyn Taves, Sarah
Jones, Nathan Hogman, Abbi Adams, Hannah
Damer, Christine Holt, Joseph Monaghan, Arden
Hessels, Heather Wilson, Jon Davidson (UBC)
Graduate Student Researchers: Kyle Duncan,
Nick Davey, Morten Martinsen (Norway), Laura
Magini (Italy), Martin Angelstad, Dane Letourneau,
Larissa Richards, Greg Vandergrift, Scott Borden
Honorary Research Associates:
Jackelyn Feehan; Hannah McSorley
The Applied Environmental Research Laboratories
(AERL) is an internationally recognized facility, which
conducts pure and applied research in analytical
mass spectrometry and environmental chemistry.
The group develops new and improved strategies
for the measurement of chemical determinants
of environmental and human health. The focus of
this work is on real-time, in-situ chemical analysis
in complex real-world samples with applications to
the protection of the environment and improving
human health. The AERL team collaborates widely
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with regional, national and international partners in
academia, government agencies and the private sector,
enabling solutions to problems that are both regionally
relevant and globally significant. The facility supports
the training of a wide spectrum of highly qualified
personnel spanning the range from undergraduate
students to post-doctoral research fellows.
In addition to state-of-the art instrumentation for air
and water quality analysis, the AERL specializes in
portable, direct analysis mass spectrometry techniques
that can provide spatially and/or temporally resolved
chemical measurements. This work is positioned on
the leading edge of bringing high precision chemical
measurements to the sample rather than bringing grab
samples to the lab. Some recent projects receiving
international attention include: the development of
new membrane sampling interfaces for polar and
charged metabolites and emerging contaminants,
monitoring reaction kinetics in the treatment of drinking
and waste waters, the photochemical degradation
of contaminants in natural waters, and on-site field
measurements of air and water pollutants using mobile
mass spectrometry for real-time, and chemical mapping
applications. This research is supported by the Canada
Foundation for Innovation, the British Columbia
Knowledge Development Fund and the Natural
Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada.

This is an outline of AERL
activities and involvement
(details of conference and paper
contributions appear separately)
Research Visit for Urbino/Agilent
Collaboration, Urbino, IT – April 2015
American Soc Mass Spec Conference (ASMS)
St. Louis, MO - June 2015 (invited)
Canadian Society for Chemistry Conference
(CSC), Ottawa, ON – June 2015 (invited);

Pacifichem 2015, Honolulu, HI – December 2015
UVic Chemistry Solutions Meeting,
Van, BC – November 2015
COSIA Environmental Challenges Meeting,
Van, BC – November 2015
BC TECH Summit, Van, BC – January 2016
AMERA meeting, Edmonton, AB
– March 2016 (invited)
Bruner Environmental MS Workshop,
Urbino, IT – April 2016 (invited)
Canadian Society for Chemistry Conference
(CSC), Halifax, NS – June 2016 (invited)
American Society for Mass Spec Conference
(ASMS), San Antonio, TX - June 2016
VISTA, Langford, BC – June, 2016
BC TECH Summit, Van, BC – March, 2017
Canadian Trace Organics Workshop,
Milton, ON – April 2017 (invited)

PROJECT FUNDING
(does not include individual NSERC
Discovery grants to Krogh and Gill)
2017: Agilent Core Technologies: University
Research Funding & Instrument
(~$33,000 cash + ~$200,000 in-kind)
2016: Correlation of HPLC-HRMS speciation
and quantitation of naphthenic acids in treated
wetlands to direct sampling, on-line membrane
introduction mass spectrometry, NRCan-PERD
($18,000)
2016: Mapping temporal and spatial variations
in air quality using real-time mobile MIMS,
Mitacs Accelerate Internship Awards
($15,000)
2015: Microfluidic Condensed Phase Membrane
Introduction Mass Spectrometry (CP-MIMS) Interfaces
Using Stereolithographic 3D Printing Methods
($9,630)
2015: Rapid Screening of Pharmaceutical Compounds
in Complex Environmental and Bio-analytical Samples
by Condensed Phase Membrane Introduction Mass
Spectrometry, Vancouver Island University Research Award
($6,860)

NanoLytica2017, SFU, Burnaby – May 2017 (invited)
Canadian Society for Chemistry Conference
(CSC), Toronto, ON – May 2017 (invited)
American Society for Mass Spec Conference
(ASMS), Indianapolis, IN - June 2017
CONFERENCE ORGANIZATIONAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
American Society for Mass Spec Conference,
San Antonio, TX - June 2016;
International Mass Spectrometry Conference,
Toronto, ON – August 2016
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2015: Mapping temporal and spatial variations
in air quality using real-time mobile MIMS,
BC CLEAR, Clean Air Research Fund
($15,000)
2015: Real-time Mobile Mass Spectrometry
Laboratory, BC Knowledge Development Fund
($398,104)
2015: Real-time Mobile Mass Spectrometry Laboratory,
Canada Foundation for Innovation, JRELF (#32238)
($398,104)

Group Contributions
BOOK CHAPTER (1)
E.T. Krogh and C.G. Gill, Condensed Phase
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
(CP-MIMS) -Continuous, Direct and Online
Measurements in Complex Samples,
Chapter 7 in Comprehensive Analytical
Chemistry CAC: Advances in the Use of Liquid
Chromatography Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS):
Instrumentation Developments and Applications
(Eds., P. Palma and A. Cappiello), Elsevier, 2017
TECHNICAL REPORTS (3)
K.D. Duncan, C.G. Gill, E.T. Krogh, Correlation
of HRMS of naphthenic acids in treated
wetland samples to direct sampling on-line
membrane introduction mass spectrometry,
for the Program of Energy Research and
Development, NRCan, Mar. 3rd, 2017.
MITACS Accelerate Final Report, L. Richards, C.
Gill and E. Krogh for the Mitacs Accelerate
Internship Program, Jan. 31, 2017.
Mapping temporal and spatial variations in air
quality using real-time mobile mass spectrometry
L. Richards, C. Gill and E. Krogh for the
Fraser Basin Council, Jan. 15, 2017.
PUBLICATIONS (8)
G.Vandergrift, E.T. Krogh, C.G. Gill, Polymer Inclusion
Membranes with Condensed Phase Membrane
Introduction Mass Spectrometry (CP-MIMS):
Improved Analytical Response Time and Sensitivity
Anal. Chem, 89, 5629-5636, 2017.
DOI:10.1021/acs.analchem.7b00908

K.D. Duncan, D.R. Letourneau, G.W. Vandergrift, K. Jobst,
E. Reiner, C.G. Gill, E.T. Krogh, A semi-quantitative approach
for the rapid screening and mass profiling of naphthenic
acids directly from contaminated aqueous samples
J Mass Spectrom, 51, 44-52, 2016
V. Termopoli, G. Famiglini, P. Palma, A. Cappiello, E.T. Krogh,
C.G. Gill, The Direct, On-line Measurement of low ppb
Level PAHs in Complex Aqueous Samples by Condensed
Phase Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
(CP-MIMS) Using Direct Electron Ionization (DEI)
J. Am. Soc. Mass Spectrom., 27, 301-308,
2016. doi:10.1007/s13361-015-1285-9
D.R. Letourneau, C.G. Gill, E.T. Krogh,
Photosensitized degradation kinetics of
trace halogenated contaminants in natural
waters using membrane introduction mass
spectrometry as an in-situ reaction monitor
Photochem. Photobiol. Sci.,38, 2108-2118,
2015. DOI: 10.1039/C5PP00286A
K.D. Duncan, G.W. Vandergrift, E.T. Krogh, C.G.
Gill, Quantitative Methods for Condensed Phase
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
J. Mass Spectrom., 50, 437-443, 2015.
R.J. Bell, N.G. Davey, M. Martinsen, C. Collin-Hansen, E.T.
Krogh, C.G. Gill, A Field-Portable Membrane Introduction
Mass Spectrometer for Real-time Quantitation and Spatial
Mapping of Atmospheric and Aqueous Contaminants
J Am. Soc. Mass Spectrom., 26(2), 212-223,
2015. DOI: 10.1007/s13361-014-1028-3
R.J. Bell, N.G. Davey, M. Martinsen, E.T. Krogh, C.G.
Gill, The Effect of the Earth’s and Stray Magnetic
Fields on Mobile Mass Spectrometer Systems
J Am. Soc. Mass Spectrom. 26(2), 201-211,
2015. DOI: 10.1007/s13361-014-1027-4
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (18)

K.D. Duncan, C.G. Gill, E.T. Krogh, Rapid
screening of carboxylic acids from waste and
surface waters by ESI-MS/MS using barium ion
chemistry and on-line membrane sampling
J. Am. Soc. Mass Spectrom., 27, 443-450,
2016. DOI: 10.1007/S13361-015-1311-Y

Krogh, E.T., Gill*, C.G. Direct, On-line Mass
Spectrometry of Small Samples and Complicated
Matrices: Recent Progress and Applications
100th CSC, Toronto, Canada, May 28, 2017, Abs#xxx
Gill, C.G. Krogh*, E.T. (invited) Environmental
Applications of On-line Mass Spectrometry
100th CSC, Toronto, Canada, May 28, 2017, Abs#xxx
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Gill, C.G. Krogh*, E.T. (invited) Environmental
Analytical Chemistry: exploring interfacial
interactions with direct mass spectrometry
NanoLytica, SFU Burnaby, Canada, May 4, 2017
Duncan, K.D., Gill, C.G Krogh*, E.T. (invited).,
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
for the Direct Analysis of Naphthenic Acids
and Microcystins in Complex Samples
Canadian Trace Organics Workshop,
Milton Ont., Canada, April 25, 2017
Vandergrift, G., Krogh, E.T., Gill*, C.G., Polymer
Inclusion Membrane use with Condensed Phase
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
(CP-MIMS): Robust Membranes with Superior
Analytical Performance Characteristics
65th ASMS, Indiana, USA, June 2016
Feehan, J.F., Duncan, K.D., Letourneau, D.R., Gill,
C.G., Krogh*, E.T., On-line Mass Spectrometry for
Environmental Applications in Complex Media (invited)
99th CSC, Halifax, Canada, June 8, 2016, Abs#1126
Richards, L.G., Davey, N.G., Krogh, E.T., Gill, C.G.,
Atmospheric Contaminant Source Identification
Using Chemometric Approaches With Mobile
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometry
64th ASMS, San Antonio, TX, June
5, 2016. Abs#278986
Termopoli, V., Vandergrift, G., Magrini, L., Famiglini,
G., Palma, P., Krogh, E.T., Cappiello, A., Gill*, C.G.,
Condensed phase membrane introduction mass
spectrometry - direct electron ionization (CPMIMS-DEI): a novel approach for the direct, online measurement of PAHs in aqueous samples
PacifiChem, Honolulu, Dec., 2015
Richards*, L., Yeung, D., Davey, N.G., Gill, C.G., Krogh,
E.T., Chemometric analysis of real-time mobile
membrane introduction mass spectrometry data for
the source apportionment of atmospheric samples
PacifiChem, Honolulu, Dec., 2015
Duncan*, K.D., Letourneau, D., Vandergrift, G., Gill, C.G.,
Krogh, E.T., Direct measurement of pharmaceuticals
and naphthenic acids through online membrane
extraction coupled to mass spectrometry
PacifiChem, Honolulu, Dec., 2015
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Duncan, K.D., Vandergrift, G., Volmer, D.A., Cappiello,
A., Krogh, E.T., Gill*, C.G., The direct, on-line, in-situ/
in-vivo quantitation of low volatility aqueous analytes
in complex samples: condensed phase membrane
introduction mass spectrometry (CP-MIMS)
PacifiChem, Honolulu, Dec., 2015
Davey, N.G., Bell, R., Richards, L., Letourneau, D., Angelstad,
M., Gill, C.G., Krogh*, E.T., In-situ analysis of volatile
and semi-volatile organic compounds with applications
for geospatial mapping of atmospheric contaminants
by membrane introduction mass spectrometry
PacifiChem, Honolulu, Dec. 17, 2015
Duncan*, K.D., Volmer D., Gill, C.G., Krogh, E.T., Selective
positive ion tandem mass spectrometry for rapid screening
of carboxylic acids from complex samples using barium
ion chemistry and on-line membrane extraction
Lake Louise Tandem MS Workshop, Dec. 4, 2015
Richards*, L.G., Davey, N.G., Bell, R., Gill, C.G.,
Krogh, E.T., Chemometric Investigation of Full Scan
Membrane Introduction Mass Spectrometric Data
for Discrimination of Contaminated Air Samples,
International Network of Environmental Forensics
Toronto, Aug. 5, 2015
Gill, C.G., Krogh*, E.T., Adventures in real-time
direct analysis by membrane introduction
mass spectrometry (invited)
98th CSC, Ottawa, Canada, June 14, 2015, Abs#286
Duncan*, K.D., Gill, C.G., Krogh, E.T., Selective
ionization of carboxylic acids for positive ion
tandem mass spectrometric analysis directly from
environmental and bioanalytical samples
63rd ASMS, St.Louis, MO, June 2, 2015. P93
Davey*, N.G., Bell, R.J., Simpson, I., Blake, D., Krogh,
E.T., Gill, C.G. Combining real-time portable mass
spectrometer and whole air sampling canister data for
atmospheric analysis of volatile organic compounds
63rd ASMS, St.Louis, MO, June 4, 2015. P25
Termopoli, V., Famiglini, G., Magrini, L., Palma, P.,
Krogh, E.T., Cappiello, A., Gill*, C.G., Direct On-Line
Measurement of PAHs in Complex Aqueous Samples:
Condensed Phase Membrane Introduction Mass
Spectrometry - Direct Electron Ionization (CP-MIMS-DEI)
63rd ASMS, St.Louis, MO, June 2, 2015

VIU alumna Larissa Richards has come a long way from her days as a high school student in Port Alberni. The PhD candidate recently spent six weeks in
Copenhagen studying with the world’s leading students and scientists in the field of chemometrics.

PhD Candidate’s Research at VIU
Lab Rewarded in Copenhagen
July 27, 2016 - 3:00pm

VIU alumna Larissa Richards presented findings to world
leading scientists in the field of chemometrics.
VIU alumna Larissa Richards is spending her
summer back at her alma mater, hard at work
in Vancouver Island University’s (VIU) Applied
Environmental Research Laboratories (AERL). But
the University of Victoria (UVic) PhD candidate
did get a break from her schedule when she
was asked to participate in a six week course at
the Copenhagen School of Chemometrics.
“I was definitely excited and thankful for the
opportunity but it was no holiday,” said Richards with
a laugh. “The program included 12 seminars that
lasted anywhere from one to five full days in length.”
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Richards was one of more than 60 students chosen
to participate in the course from places as diverse
as Bangladesh, Argentina, China and Sweden.
The students came together in Copenhagen,
Denmark where they were challenged on their
own research and mentored by the most prolific
chemometrics scientists from all over the world.
Chemometrics is an emerging area of study that
involves the applications of mathematics, statistics,
and computer science in solving chemistry problems.
Richards, who attended Alberni District Secondary
School, graduated VIU with a chemistry and math
double minor which naturally led her to chemometrics.

PhD Candidate’s Research at VIU Lab Rewarded in Copenhagen Cont.

Thanks to a partnership between UVIc and VIU,
she was able to launch her doctorate project under
the supervision of UVic professor Tom Fyles and
VIU chemistry professors Drs Erik Krogh and
Chris Gill in the AERL. Richard’s project involves
providing mobile, real-time monitoring of chemical
components in the air using a modified mass
spectrometer that is mounted in a van. She describes
the mass spectrometer as a “very sensitive nose.”
“It can detect one or two molecules in a billion
molecules of air. Our goal is to apply chemical
forensic techniques to identify ‘fingerprints’ in
the data in real-time while driving around, which
is pretty cool,” said Richards. “For example, pine
trees smell different than car exhaust because of
the chemical composition of the molecules that are
being released. This will help us answer questions
like ‘what is the sample contaminated with?’ and
‘where did this contamination originate from?’”
At the end of the six week course in Copenhagen
students and professors got together to vote on which
student gave the best presentation summarizing
their research project. Richards presentation won,
and she was awarded a certificate honouring the
achievement, her tuition for the course was paid
and she got three kilograms of chocolate, which she
brought back to Canada to share with her labmates.
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“I have contact information for all of the participating
professors and they told me if I have any questions to
contact them anytime so that alone is an incredible
resource for me,” said Richards. “Just having the
opportunity to explore the culture, beauty and history
of Copenhagen is something I won’t ever forget.”
The state-of-the-art instrumentation Richards is using
is part of a funded Canada Foundation for Innovation
project to develop a mobile mass spectrometry
laboratory at VIU. It will be used to determine how
chemical compounds change over time and space.
Dr. Krogh says Richards work is being applied to air
quality monitoring on Vancouver Island and the lower
mainland with the support of the Fraser Basin Council
through the BC Clean Air Research Fund (BC Clear).
“Larissa is a homegrown success story and we
couldn’t be more proud of her achievements in
Copenhagen,” said Krogh. “The work we’re doing to
make on-the-fly measurements of trace contaminants
in air from a moving vehicle is taking the technology
we have and pushing it to its limits, and she is on
the leading edge of this important research.”

Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere
Region Research Institute
mabrri.viu.ca
Research & Community Engagement Director:
Pamela Shaw PhD
Research & Community Engagement Coordinator:
Graham Sakaki MCP
Assistant Research & Community
Engagement Coordinator:
Ashley Van Acken BSc
Project Coordinators:
Larissa Thelin BA;
Haley Tomlin BSc;
Sarah Lumley BA
Undergraduate Student Researchers:
Carson Anderson, Robyn Bartle, Robbie Brittain,
Chantelle Butler, Daniel Cockcroft, Allison Cronk,
Trevor Dickinson, Olayinka Fadayiro, Ryan
Frederickson, Jefferey Fontaine, Nathan Hambrook,
Kayla Harris, Greg Herringer, Mandy Hobkirk,
Amanda Jeffries, Alexandra Keir, Dominique KleesThemens, Sandra Lawson-Body, Claire Lefebure,
Hans Liu, Nelson Lovestrom, Vanessa Marquez, Mark
Mudryk, Kyla Oulette, Jennifer Perry, Rafael Raad,
Curtis Rispin, Haley Robinson, Jessica Rye, Kidston
Short, Trevor Smith, Janet Smyrski, Jaimie Smythe,
Victoria Stuart, Brian Timmer, Rhys Turner, Courtney
Vaugeois, Luca Vigoth, and Alexandra Young
Graduate Student Researchers:
Taylor Alexander, Daniela Almeida, Michael
Anderson (UBC), Katie Burridge, Stacey Cayetano,
Benafshaw Dashti, Rushi Gadoya, Zackery
Haigh, Michelle Harnett, Sarah Holden, Diana
Jerop, Maria Kawahara (SFU), Eric Sanchez, Kyle
Wardstrom, Kenneth Williams, and Doug Wortley
PhD Candidates:
Linda Brooymans (McMaster);
Natasha Donevska (Free University Berlin)
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Established in 2014, the Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere
Region Research Institute (MABRRI) is an academic
entity at Vancouver Island University that supports and
conducts research in the Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere
Region (MABR), a UNESCO designated biosphere
reserve. MABRRI’s mission is to advance a program
of inquiry that involves all regional stakeholders in
meaningful explorations of issues of local relevance.
As the research arm of the MABR, MABRRI conducts,
supports, and facilitates research that meets the
environmental, social, cultural, and economic
sustainability goals of the biosphere region, as well
as upholds the mandate of the UNESCO Man and
the Biosphere Programme. MABRRI’s environmental
projects include monitoring coastal forest plant
phenology to determine the potential impacts of
climate change on the growing season of Vancouver
Island’s ecosystems, and mapping wetlands within
the Regional District of Nanaimo in an attempt to
understand their relationship to groundwater recharge.
The institute’s most significant social and cultural
project is the Snaw-Naw-As Garden of Spiritual Healing,
a community garden project done in collaboration
with Snaw-Naw-As First Nation that is meant to help
increase food security and traditional knowledge of
plant species. Finally, economic projects are typically
urban-planning based, as they focus on social innovation
and help to ensure that local resources can be used by
all for an indefinite period of time; an example of this
is MABRRI’s work with the City of Parksville to help
develop an updated Community Park Master Plan.
MABRRI currently has over 25 ongoing research
and community engagement projects. In addition,
the institute has employed over 60 VIU students,
involved approximately 20 VIU faculty, and has
collaborated with over 30 community partners.
The MABRRI team believes that by harnessing
the knowledge of the MABR community and the
interdisciplinary strengths of students and faculty
at VIU, MABRRI can be a centre for collaborative
research, innovation, and knowledge sharing that
elevates the relationship between people and nature in
the biosphere region and surrounding communities.

RESEARCH & COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT PROJECTS
Below is a list of MABRRI’s research and community
engagement projects, organized by start-date

UNESCO International Journal of
Biosphere Reserves – ongoing

ACRD Westcoast Multiplex Survey - ongoing

Duncan Air Quality Survey – complete

Bull Kelp Sampling – ongoing

Ecological Research Education Network – ongoing

Campbellton Action Plan – ongoing

Global Observation Network in Alpine
Environments – ongoing

Biodiesel (Mexico & Cowichan Valley) – ongoing

Denman Island Village Redesign – complete
District of Ucluelet Official Community Plan – ongoing

Lake Monitoring in the Little Qualicum
Watershed – ongoing

MABR Youth Program – in development

MABR Atlas – ongoing

Five Acre Farm Project – complete

Wetland Mapping in the Regional
District of Nanaimo – ongoing

Forage Fish – ongoing
French Creek Estuary – ongoing
Garry Oak Ecosystem Mapping
Project – in development
Linley Valley Park Plan, Trail Assessment, and
Public Engagement Strategy – complete
Parksville Community Park Master Plan
& Survey Project – complete
Shelly Creek Restoration Project – ongoing
Ucluelet First Nation Zoning Project – ongoing
Coastal Forest Plant Phenology Research
& Monitoring Plot – ongoing
Amazing Places – ongoing

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS
In order to help spread awareness of our research and
potential environmental issues in our area, MABRRI is
involved with various community engagement events
throughout the year. Below is a list of such activities.
Community Park Open House, Parksville – June 2017
Linley Valley BioBlitz, Nanaimo – June 2017
2017 Annual MABR BioBlitz, Parksville – March 2017
Amazing Places Community Launch,
Parksville – March 2017
RDN Water Day, Parksville – March 2017
Sustainability Fair, Vancouver Island
University – October 2016

MABR Annual BioBlitz – ongoing (annual event)

Exploring the MABR, Vancouver Island
University – September 2016

MABR Collaborative Environmental
Monitoring App – ongoing

MABRRI’s 2nd Birthday, Parksville – July 2016

Snuneymuxw Native Plants – ongoing
Snaw-Naw-As Garden of Spiritual Healing – ongoing
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2016 Annual MABR BioBlitz, Parksville – March 2016
RDN Water Day, Qualicum Beach – April 2016

BCLSS Lakekeepers Course – May 2016
BCWF Wetlandkeepers Course – April 2016
Brandt Wildlife Festival Symposium – 2015

PROJECT FUNDING
MABRRI’s research and community engagement
projects are funded through grant and donations.
We wish to thank and acknowledge all our funder
from 2015 – June 2017. Below is a list of funders the
institute has received financial contributions from.

Qualicum Beach Family Day – 2015
Canadian Foundation for Innovation
Lantzville Mine Town Days – 2015
City of Nanaimo
Sustainability Fair, Vancouver Island University – 2015
City of Parksville
CONFERENCE PRESENTED AT
AND/OR ATTENDED
At various national and international conferences,
MABRRI has the opportunity to attend and share
our research. Below is a list of conferences that we
have either presented at or our students researcher
assistants have attended and presented at.
Community Park Open House, Parksville – June 2017
Linley Valley BioBlitz, Nanaimo – June 2017
2017 Annual MABR BioBlitz, Parksville – March 2017
Amazing Places Community Launch,
Parksville – March 2017
RDN Water Day, Parksville – March 2017
Sustainability Fair, Vancouver Island
University – October 2016
Exploring the MABR, Vancouver Island
University – September 2016
MABRRI’s 2nd Birthday, Parksville – July 2016
2016 Annual MABR BioBlitz, Parksville – March 2016
RDN Water Day, Qualicum Beach – April 2016
BCLSS Lakekeepers Course – May 2016
BCWF Wetlandkeepers Course – April 2016
Brandt Wildlife Festival Symposium – 2015
Qualicum Beach Family Day – 2015
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Destination BC
Government of Canada
Home Depot Canada Foundation
Island Health Authorities
Islands Trust
Nanaimo Area Lands Trust
North American Partnership for
Environmental Community Action
Parksville Qualicum Beach Tourism Association
RBC Blue Water Project
Regional District of Nanaimo
St. John’s School of Alberta Legacy Foundation
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
The Nature Trust of BC
TimberWest
Ucluelet First Nation
Vancouver Island University Regional Initiatives Fund
Vancouver Island University Research Awards Committee

Dr. Pam Shaw along with VIU Master of Community Planning graduate students Taylor Alexander and Lindsay Malbon are thrilled to be preparing the first
edition of the International Journal of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves for release in January.The online journal has been open for submissions since October.

VIU Launches International Journal
of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves
November 22, 2016 - 11:30am

First-of-its-kind journal provides a place for academics and citizenscientists from around the world to publish biosphere research
The idea for a new journal came to Vancouver
Island University’s (VIU) Master of Community
Planning program director Dr. Pam Shaw after
she challenged one of her students to conduct a
review on the state of global biosphere research.
Shaw, who is also the research director for
VIU’s Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region
Research Institute (MABRRI), wanted some
questions answered such as what journals exist
for biosphere researchers to publish their work in
and where or how are those journals managed?
“What we found was that there wasn’t one academic
journal dedicated specifically to biosphere research,”
said Shaw. “There are 669 designated biosphere
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reserves located in 120 nations across the globe. The
fact that there was nothing out there was stunning
to us. That’s when we realized that VIU could take a
lead role in creating a journal that fills that gap.”
After developing a framework outlining what
would be required to launch and maintain an
online academic journal, Shaw sat down with VIU
Provost and Vice-President Academic Dr. David
Witty to present her findings. After reviewing
the proposal he agreed to support the project
and together they took it to the next step.
“Since taking a lead role in the biosphere VIU has
committed itself to conducting research and sharing

VIU Launches International Journal of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves Cont.

knowledge about the UNESCO-designated Mount
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region (MABR). Through
MABRRI our faculty and students have worked with
community members to shed light on all aspects
of these unique and important ecosystems,” said
Dr. Witty. “Now we have an opportunity to step in
and create an international journal that supports
a wider community. It’s a project that reflects our
commitment to biosphere research and allows us to
provide a unique service that has global implications.”
In March 2016, Dr. Witty and Dr. Shaw presented
at the UNESCO 4th World Congress of Biosphere
Reserves in Peru. The four day conference culminated
in the adoption of the Lima Action Plan for 20162025, which focusses member nations on conserving
biodiversity, restoring and enhancing ecosystems,
and fostering sustainable use of natural resources.
During final statements by congress VIU was
recognized for its commitment to creating an online
journal and Drs. Shaw and Witty left the four day
conference with broad support for the project.
Once home Shaw hired VIU graduate student Taylor
Alexander to create the required online platform.
The website and guidelines were developed
and it was officially named the ‘International
UNESCO Journal of Biosphere Reserves.’ In
October a call for submissions was sent out.
“As a student you don’t go into a master’s program
thinking you are going to launch something this
big or important,” said Alexander. “The response
we’ve gotten so far has been overwhelming and for
me, it’s an honour to be able to say I contributed
to the start of a journal that will become a
permanent fixture in the research world.”

155

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

Submissions have come from places as diverse as
Scotland, Vietnam, the United States and Australia. The
first edition of the journal is scheduled to be released
in January and will include peer-reviewed research
papers as well as research notes from non-profits
and citizen groups working on biosphere issues.
So far they have received 12 submissions including
a 90-minute video produced and directed by former
VIU student Doug Wortley that takes a detailed
look at the various ecosystems within the MABR.
Another is a research paper that looks at the
impacts of climate change on rare bird species that
reside within a biosphere reserve in Australia. That
submission also includes audio files documenting
the various bird calls featured in the research.
Shaw says by creating an online journal they
are now part of an open access universe that
doesn’t charge for access to knowledge.
“We’ve already received a great deal of support from
the international biosphere community and this will
also have an enormous impact on VIU students and
our community,” said Shaw. “We live in a place that
has a magnificent UNESCO biosphere in its backyard.
Now there is a journal right here at VIU, supported
by students and faculty, to publish peer-reviewed
scientific papers and community-driven research
notes that explore the human/natural relationship
to biospheres. For me, that is just so exciting.”
To view or submit to the journal please go to
International Journal of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves.

MeTA Digital Humanities Lab
Director:
Dr. Richard J. Lane
Researchers :
Dr. Daniel Burgoyne (English, VIU);
Sasha Koerbler (Music, VIU);
Paul Watkins (English);
Dr. Frank LoPinto (Computer Science, VIU)
Associated Research Scholars:
Dr. Sally Carpentier and Dr. Ian Whitehouse,
Innovation Lab @ VIU Cowichan;
Ian Harper, The Brad Field Company (producers of
the digital platform and eBook Inanimate Alice)
Student Researchers (VIU):
Melissa Jones (English);
Ashley Thorup (History & English);
Lyndsay Church (English);
Persephone Seale (History & English)
We develop innovative ways of utilizing digital
tools for exploring arts and humanities research
questions. Faculty and students are trained in
transferable digital skills, such as coding and
text encoding, and we facilitate transdisciplinary
research within a digital laboratory environment.
We collaborate with other digital humanities
research centres and groups in Canada and
undertake collaborative research projects.
Our Canada Foundation for Innovation and BCKDF
funded research project on image-text intersections,
led by Professors Lane and Burgoyne, was brought to
a conclusion, and new research projects were started,
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including work on rethinking literary influence through
the digital humanities. Publications that emerged from
the MeTA DH Lab include a collaboratively researched
and edited book by Professors Crompton (UBC), Lane
(VIU) and Siemens (UVic) called Doing Digital Humanities:
Practice, Training, Research (2017) and Lane’s single
authored The Big Humanities: Digital Laboratories/Digital
Humanities (2017); peer reviewed essays were published
in Scholalrly and Research Communication. Other activities
undertaken in the MeTA DH Lab include a digitally
recorded interview with Canadian Parliamentary Poet
Laureate George Elliott Clarke, and an undergraduate
student research symposium on Literary Influence and
the Digital Humanities. Curriculum development that
emerged from the lab included two new undergraduate
courses in digital humanities. Training sessions in key
digital humanities tools were undertaken, with financial
support for faculty and student researchers to attend
the Digital Humanities Summer Institute at UVic.
The undergraduate researchers in the MeTA DH lab are
integral to all of the research projects, and are trained up
to Masters level, including being awarded fully funded
bursaries for the Digital Humanities Summer Institute
at the University of Victoria. Student researchers
have also helped with curriculum development during
the period in question, with two courses in digital
humanities launched at VIU by Professor Lane.

Media Research Lab
mrl.viu.ca (under preliminary construction)
Director:
Dr. Ravindra N. Mohabeer
Members:
Chris Alemany (technician)
Student Researchers:
Calleigh Lim, Nolan Duke, Katarzyna Krok,
Alasdair Robertson, Amber Cyr
Volunteers:
Harlen Bertrand, Elissa Doerksen, Evelina Lamu,
Kyle Wilson, Katie Youseff, Camile James,
Jessie Zhang (all undergraduate
Media Studies students)
The Media Research Lab (MRL) was developed in
the late 1990s as the Centre for Digital Humanities
Innovation, seeded by funding from a CFI grant.
The purpose of the MRL has shifted from
promoting digital practices across the Arts and
Humanities to being a resource for faculty and
students engaged in media research/production,
to its current role of primarily out-of-classroom
undergraduate student research-creation
activities. A main focus of the MRL has been to
document events in the Arts and Humanities
and, increasingly, to promote interdisciplinary
media exploration by initiating student and
faculty projects while also assisting faculty and
students with their own independent work.
Over the last two years the MRL has filmed, edited
and published DVD and streaming versions of
the Arts and Humanities Colloquium Series (6
presentations per year) and the Gustavson Poetry
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events. A primary focus has been to overhaul workflows
and provide student technical support to the Colloquium
committee. The lab also created student-lead discussion
groups on contemporary media developments outside
of discreet course curricula. Examples include medium
format and the evolution of language use (e.g. ‘text
speak’ and ‘insider/outsider’ knowledge), contemporary
gaming as an intersection of gender, race and sexuality,
identity, as well as how to stitch various strands of
media-learning to community-service. Student workops act as supports to Media Studies events such as the
year-end Media Expo of student work, and offer ‘drop-in’
hours to assist students on independent projects and
fostering a media-focused student community. This
spring a student-led workshop followed a group directed
study about media education curriculum for increasing
communication capacity in community organizations.
This well-received on-campus workshop was attended
by members of VIU and the outside community, taught
basic media production, helping participants learn
to use existing media capable devices (e.g. phones,
laptops, etc.) to further organizational needs. The MRL
is in a phase of strategic self-assessment building from
on-going discussions, looking forward to initiating
up to 3 regional media research-creation projects: a
regional media producer ‘inventory; a community-based
media tool kit; and the design and development of a
resource-focused website with a repository of student
work, a coin system for assistance on projects, and
explanatory resource sheets for DIY media activities.

The Centre for Coastal Health
centreforcoastalhealth.ca
Director:
Dr. Carl Ribble, Dept. of Ecosystem &
Public Health, University of Calgary
Researchers:
on campus (VIU)
Dr. Tyler Stitt;
Jennifer Dawson;
Stefan Iwasawa;
off campus:
Dr. Theresa Burns;
Dr. Jessica Belyk
The Centre for Coastal Health (CCH) is an
independent, non-profit organization whose mission
is to identify and understand the interactions of
human, animal and environmental health. We are
trained in public health, veterinary epidemiology,
biology, statistics, environmental management
and sustainable development. We have expertise
in problem-oriented research, risk assessments,
research planning, policy development, field
investigations, program evaluations, and education.
We use epidemiological and ecosystem health
approaches to gather, evaluate and communicate
information on population and public health problems
to help people manage complex health issues. We
offer objective solutions to health issues, without
taking an advocacy position. Our projects are funded
through competitive grants, contribution agreements
with government, and fee-for-service contracts.
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The CCH recently completed a report to the Ministry
of Lands, Forests and Natural Resources titled “Risk
assessment on the use of South American camelids
for back country trekking in British Columbia.” This
was to help inform policy on the use of llamas and
alpacas in habitat also used by wild sheep and goats.
The paper “Assessing and comparing relative
farm-level sustainability of smallholder shrimp
farms in two Sri Lankan provinces using indices
developed from two methodological frameworks”
was recently published in the Journal of
Ecological Indicators (83, 2017, p 346- 355).
Ongoing projects include the Canadian Animal
Health Surveillance Network for selected endemic
diseases in poultry, swine and cattle; epidemiological
investigation of three decades of laboratory results
for infectious hematopoetic necrosis (IHN) virus in
wild sockeye salmon in BC; the Animal Determinants
of Emerging Disease national teleconference rounds;
and the hosting of Community of Practice in Ecosystem
Approaches to Health – Canada webalogue series.
The Centre for Coastal Health hosts 4th year veterinary
students on rotation in Ecosystem Health from the
University of Calgary, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
each year. We have on occasion hosted Masters
in Public Health students, doctorate researchers,
and PhD students with an interest in ecosystem
health, from other universities and colleges.

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY REPORT 2015/16/17

VIUFA Leaves
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This is a listing of the VIUFA assisted leaves taken
in the 2015/2016 and 2016/17 fiscal years

Dr. Don Alexander

Dr. Gillian Anderson

Geography

Sociology

Building Up Academic and Other Publications

Feminism Confronts Neoliberalism: Stories of
Feminist Struggle, Resistance and Success

As a full-time faculty member, I have ideas for journal
articles and more popular publications. However,
with the press of teaching and administration,
I find it difficult to squeeze out more than the
occasional book review. I have a strong publication
record, but this has faltered in recent years.
I have a number of areas where I would like to
conduct research. One involves the Vancouver
neighbourhood I live in part-time, South False Creek
(SFC). Created as a model community in the mid‘70s on city-owned land, the leases are reaching
their end, and the City is eyeing the financial profits
to be made from denser forms of development. An
active group of residents, Re*Plan, is seeking to
renegotiate the leases and develop a new community
plan that would accommodate the needs of the
residents and the City alike. This is an interesting
case because the residents’ committee contains
individuals whose knowledge is as professional
and rigorous as the City representatives. I would
like to interview some of the principals to continue
my past work on social learning in citizens’ groups
and the fusion of “processed” (expert) knowledge
and “personal” (experiential) knowledge.
This work would enhance the reputation of VIU
by helping to demonstrate that we are not just a
teaching, but also a research and writing university.
The results of the research would be useful for
my upcoming role in the Master of Community
Planning program. I would aim to generate
one journal article by the end of the leave.
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I envision this assisted leave as a professional
development opportunity to further establish a
research agenda and to engage in a variety of knowledge
mobilization and communication activities related
to the completion of my dissertation research. This
project provides a sociological account of women’s
organizing and feminist activism in Ontario (1995-2001).
It captures an important moment in time when women
were speaking out against some of the most pressing
issues of the day including gender (in)equality, poverty,
violence, sexism, racism and discrimination. Thematically,
it highlights the challenges, strategies and successes
experienced by a variety of women’s groups and offers
insight into the state of feminist activism, past and
present. Of primary importance now is the time such
a leave affords VIU faculty members, myself included,
given our ongoing commitments to teaching, learning and
service at a teaching intensive, regional institution. My
intent is devote a period of time to scholarly writing that
may take many forms including the preparation of a book
proposal, the drafting of two substantive book chapters,
and conference papers or presentations that may be
shared with a number of audiences or publics including
professional associations, local community groups,
students and other members of my academic discipline.

Dr. Anna Atkinson

Dr. Mark Blackell

English

Liberal Studies and Political Studies

Back Before We Got There: North American
Back-to-the-Land Narratives

Renaissance Civic Republicanism and the
Revitalization of Liberal Democratic Thought

This project, entitled Back Before We Got There:
North American Back-to-the-Land Narratives,
developed out of a presentation given September
20, 2013 as a part of the Arts and Humanities
Colloquium. Our project seeks to develop
the content of this presentation into a booklength manuscript ready for publication.

Current liberal democratic thought and political culture
are in need of revitalization to live up to their potential
and I will explore ways in which renaissance civic
republican thought can help revitalize liberal democratic
theory today. I propose writing a monograph during
this one-year leave mapping out first the problems of
how the modern liberal democratic subject orients to
his or her political order and then exploring, over four
more chapters, how the renaissance civic republican
tradition can provide resources to revitalize liberal
democratic theory and political culture as well as some
liberal democratic practices. While renaissance civic
republicanism is a well-researched area, I have a distinct
assessment of the nature of the liberal democracy
political order and of the problem of the ambivalence of
the modern democratic citizen, which I have developed
in previous work, and so can revisit that civic republican
tradition with a new sense of the nature of the problem
of democracy and thus of how that civic republicanism
may help revitalize liberal democratic thought.

The book explores the philosophical, cultural, literary,
and ecological underpinnings of North American
“Back to the Land” movements, which cycled
throughout the 20th century (1908, 1929, 1944,
1970s) and are underway today in the 21st. We first
contend that the roots of these social movements
stem from the earliest Puritan settlers to the United
States, whose vision of the utopian new world, based
on religious ideals rather than ecological realities, set
the discourse for the nostalgic idealizing of the North
American landscape for centuries to come. We then
analyze a variety of 19th and 20th century texts,
both American and Canadian, to demonstrate the
ways in which the model of the agrarian “Homestead”
has come to symbolize the utopian escape from
modern urban life: from Thoreau, to Little House on
the Prairie, to Helen and Scott Nearing, to today’s
urban homestead movement bloggers and writers.
We conclude that, ironically, the homesteading
model reproduces the very capitalist, imperialist, and
ecologically destructive processes that back-to-the
landers are trying to escape, and we discuss some
alternative possibilities that might accomplish the
stated goals of the movements more effectively.
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Dr. Caroline Burnley

Dr. Brian Dick

Psychology

Physics, Engineering, and Astronomy

Development of the Resilience Research Lab
and the Western Resilience Network

Building the Foundational Year for
an Engineering Student

In Spring 2006, the applicant and colleague, Professor
Ruth Kirson, started the Resilience Research Lab
in the Department of Psychology. The lab has been
involved in resilience research with vulnerable
populations in the local community as well as
internationally. It has also provided opportunities
for students to be involved in research and to
present at national and international conferences.
In 2014, the Resilience Research Lab hosted the
first Western Resilience Network Conference
at VIU. The conference assembled researchers,
administrators, and practitioners to contribute to an
interdisciplinary dialogue on resilience and to develop
a network of resilience-focused professionals.
During this leave, the applicant will be continuing to
develop the Western Resilience Network by meeting
with potential network members and developing
an on-line portal of resources for the network. In
addition, the applicant will be investigating the
potential to partner with researchers to apply
for a grant which would see Canada be the North
American hub for resilience research through the
Network of Centres of Excellence program. This
would involve meeting with the potential partners
and putting together a proposal for funding.
In addition, the applicant is interested in following
up on a number of recommendations from a 2012
study that investigated resilience in Ugandan
grandmothers who are caregivers of AIDS orphans.
The applicant and her Ugandan partner will be
discussing the possibility of applying for funding from
an organization (one possibility is the Stephen Lewis
Foundation), to provide financial support for basic
eye care and a proposed community work program.

Interest in engineering education has been growing in
recognition of its importance to the Provincial economy.
Vancouver Island University (VIU) recently began to
offer the Fundamentals of Engineering Certificate,
allowing students to take their first year of studies at
VIU and transfer to the University of British Columbia,
the University of Victoria or Simon Fraser University
in their second year of study. This certificate is proving
a model for providing a common first year engineering
experience across the BC post-secondary sector.
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This proposal aims to strengthen the
Fundamentals of Engineering Certificate by:
•
•
•
•

•

Improving project management
skills and tools to students
Increasing my professional qualifications
for instructing engineering design
Exposing students to cutting edge,
collaborative research projects
Refreshing connections with our international
institutional partners and bringing an
international perspective to students
within the certificate program.
Each of these goals is consistent
with VIU’s Academic Pla

Jennifer Ford

Dr. Rosemarie Ganassin

Marketing

Biology

The Value of Tourism to Host and
Visitor Stakeholders - a Case Study
of Vancouver Island, Canada

Seeking Immortality: Development of fish cell lines

In North America, tourism marketing and
development associations are challenged with how to
measure and convey the impacts of tourism activity
to numerous stakeholders. Each stakeholder group
perceives the value of tourism differently, therefore, it
is critical to better understand and compare the views
of stakeholder groups in order to better articulate
impacts of tourism marketing and development.
To address the research issue, two stakeholder groups
– hosts and visitors - will be researched to compare
and contrast their attitudes towards tourism’s impact
on quality of life (QOL). QOL is chosen as a relevant
construct as it provides a lens to evaluate aspects
of satisfaction of life within a community. Research
in this area identifies QOL as being measured in a
numerous ways, however, for this proposed research
the QOL construct will identify these as community
services and amenities, and how these relate to
overall satisfaction with the community. This will
then be evaluated based on how tourism contributes
to each variable. Comparing and contrasting the
views of these two stakeholder groups will provide a
deeper understanding of the key indicators that are
most relevant in communicating tourism impacts.
This area of research will include a contribution
to stakeholder theory discussion, in addition
to the concept of measuring attitudes toward
tourism. By measuring quality of life, further
contribution to research conducted by key
authors in this field will add case study context
as to how two stakeholder groups (hosts and
visitors) value QOL attributes in a community.
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I have always been fascinated with cells, and how you
can grow them outside of an organism - and that they
can even become immortal, creating a cell line. During
my PhD, I worked in a cell culture lab, developing
several immortal cell lines from varied fish species.
These cell lines are used in research around the
world, where they replace whole fish in studies of the
immune system, cell physiology, and toxicology. One
important cell line that I developed was the RTS11
rainbow trout macrophage cell line. Macrophages are
immune system cells that “eat” invading pathogens.
During my leave, I propose three different activities:
First, I will return to the lab at the University of
Waterloo where I did my PhD, and prepare the RTS11
cell line for deposit in a cell repository, which will
make the cells easily available internationally. Second,
I will visit a lab in Switzerland, EAWAG, to learn more
about using fish cells in toxicology, and to discuss the
development of a toxicology course here at VIU. Finally,
I will return to Nanaimo to PBS, where I will visit Kyle
Garver’s virology lab. There, I will develop new fish
cell lines to support the growth of fish pathogens.
This leave will contribute to my growth as a scientist,
researcher, and teacher due to the intellectual
stimulation of learning new skills and interacting with
other scientists around the world. In addition, it will
open up new opportunities to engage VIU Biology
students in new collaborative research projects.
measuring quality of life, further contribution to research
conducted by key authors in this field will add case
study context as to how two stakeholder groups (hosts
and visitors) value QOL attributes in a community.

Dr. Erick Groot

Sharon Kelly

Biology

Faculty of Management /
Student Affairs

One Fish Physiologist’s Journey: an Opportunity
to Close Past Chapters and Open New Ones
My leave objectives will be divided into 3
main components: (1) Write-up three journal
manuscripts using the existing information from
my completed MSc and PhD theses and submit
those for publication in peer-reviewed journals; (2)
Collaborate with Dr. Colin Brauner – lead researcher
in the Fish Physiology Lab at University of British
Columbia (UBC) – on two separate projects;
(2a) Develop a 4 to 6 week long series of fully
integrated laboratory modules, in combination with
other teaching faculty at UBC, to engage students
in a set of fish physiology experiments from start
to finish. This project will produce a set of teaching
materials aimed at upper-level students enrolled in
Animal Physiology courses at both our institutions.
(2b) Engage in ongoing research projects in the
UBC Fish Physiology Lab as a way to update and
enhance my knowledge and skills in contemporary
fish physiology research methodologies for my
professional development as a scientist and
teacher; and finally (3) Collaborate with Mr. Cedric
Robert – a former VIU student and the founder
and president of ECODynamic Solution Inc., – on
projects involving the assessment of impacted
salmonid habitat and the application of rehabilitation
efforts to reinstate habitat that has been degraded
by resource exploitation activities, e.g., hydropower
development, mining, logging, land development,
etc. This project will bolster my currently limited
field experience in this area and provide valuable
practical knowledge and skills as well as managerial
level understanding of such projects. Acquiring these
experiences will transfer directly to my teaching
duties in fish habitat courses, such as FISH 453.

164

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

Certification in Coaching
The International Coaching Federation defines coaching
as “partnering with clients in a thought-provoking and
creative process that inspires them to maximize their
personal and professional potential”. Many of the
students that come to VIU, from small communities
on northern Vancouver Island to large cities half way
across the world have difficulties transitioning to
university standards and demands and hence have
difficulties realizing their dreams and academic goals.
My aim on my PD leave would be to continue to develop
my coaching skills and become a certified coach.
To accomplish this goal, I need to complete additional
course work, accrue coaching hours and successfully
pass certification exams. This would be of benefit to
me in my role as a Student Success Coach for VIU
as well as the First Year Experience Coordinator
for the FOM. Becoming certified as a coach would
benefit both the institution and me professionally.
There are three types of certification that one can pursue
in order to become a certified Coach. They are as follows:
1. Board Certified Coach (BCC)
2. Associate Certified Coach (ACC)
3. Professional Certified Coach (PCC)
For my leave of absence I would like to become an
ACC or PCC and the choice will largely dependent
upon the number of coaching hours I accrue up until
then. The process of pursuing certification as a coach
would not only enhance my skills, but also enhance
the reputation of VIU by providing a certified coach
to work within Student Success Coaching at VIU.

Dr. John Lepage

Dr. Imogene Lim

English

Anthropology

Dead Ends and Hidden Byways:
A Collection of Stories

Chinese Canadian Connections: Land and People

The purpose of this leave is to enable me to
complete my apprenticeship as an author of fiction
by publishing one collection of short stories and
producing further work leading to another while
laying the groundwork for a future novel. In the
last year I have written thirteen stories on themes
related to social and cultural alienation. This project
connects explicitly with my role as a teacher of
literature in that it will afford me the opportunity
to reflect on how the writing of fiction relates to
its interpretation in the classroom. It will demand
application and discipline that may be exemplary
to students, colleagues, and the community. It will
enhance the reputation of the university (as all
published work does), not incidentally highlighting
different ways of knowing. My project relates to
the university’s planning initiatives in the following
ways: it represents increased interdisciplinarity
(specifically with Creative Writing, but also, through
the characteristic reach of fiction, into many
disciplines), it showcases the university’s values of
learning, discovery (a key function of fiction as an art
form), engagement (another key function of fiction
as an art form), achievement, and diversity. It relates
to the importance of literacies (Academic Plan, 21).
The project speaks to the theme of citizenship and
civil society (Academic Plan, 22). It promises to raise
the profile of the university (Academic Plan, 26).
Finally, the cultural and social aspects of my writing
touch on values of cultural awareness and sensitivity
underlying all aspects of the Academic Plan.
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There are two things to accomplish during this leave:
1) work directly with my Social Sciences and Human
Research Centre (SSHRC) colleagues on the outcomes
of four-year award (Asian Canadians on Vancouver
Island: Race, Indigeneity and the Transpacific); and
2) write and present papers based on a book that I
have in my possession dating from 1910, but originally
published in 1897. As well, I am a co-applicant on
another SSHRC Insight grant that was resubmitted this
year. It ranked high but not in the funding category.
Our team (PI is from UBC, History) is hopeful that
it will be successful this round for 2016-2017.

Dr. Elliott Marchant

Dr. Paris Polydorou

Psychology

Information Technology Services

Finding the Food Entrainable Clock

An Adaptive Live Streaming Architecture

I aim to spend my time during this leave finding
and studying the neural mechanisms responsible
for the food entrainable clock. This food clock
regulates all biological processes associated with
the timing of eating and could have a substantial
impact on how we understand obesity, digestion and
nutrient utilization. I will conduct this research with
Dr. Ralph Mistlberger at Simon Fraser University.
Prior collaboration has resulted in a number of
peer-reviewed publications and some exceptional
opportunities for my VIU students to participate in
research at Simon Fraser University. Although the
specific details about the experiments are not known
at this time (too far in advance) I will be working
on finding and characterizing the food entrainable
clock (location in the brain, unknown). This work
will consume the majority of my time and energy.

IMy intention is to use the time granted by the sixmonth leave to restart my research activities in
the area of computer networks, with emphasis on
Internet technologies. My goals are the following:

In addition to my work at SFU, I would also like
to spend two weeks at the University of Toronto
visiting Dr Joel Levine and Dr. Melissa Holmes’
laboratories. Dr. Levine’s lab works on the genetic
basis of social interaction in drosophila melanogaster,
the common fruit fly. I plan to learn how to conduct
a number of behavioural paradigms and techniques
commonly used in drosophila labs. Dr. Holmes’
Social Neuroscience Lab studies the impact of
social interaction on neural plasticity and by
visiting her I hope to create future opportunities
for my students work in her laboratory. Finally,
given that I have 5-6 students next year, I will
be spending some time at VIU supervising my
students and their research. During some of the
leave time I will also support the new Addiction
Studies Certificate currently being proposed.
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•
•
•
•

Become current on the recent developments
in the field of computer networks
Extend my previous work on live video streaming
over the Internet and disseminate my results
Establish research relationships with
professors at other universities
Create the conditions for continuing my
research activities after my return

The project in the centre of my activities is entitled
“An Adaptive Live Streaming Architecture” and its
goal is to recommend an innovative system, which will
ease the burden on the network infrastructure when
streaming popular live events over the Internet.
To fulfill my goals I will be performing
the following activities:
1. Establish research connections with fellow
researchers at Simon Fraser University ,
University of British Columbia and, possibly, with
researchers at Cypriot and Greek universities
2. Review the literature to familiarize myself with
the research activity of the past two years
3. Explore new technologies and investigate
whether I can adapt the protocols developed
in Cyprus to these new technologies
4. Extend the prototype that I created in Cyprus
to incorporate the new technologies
5. Compare the performance of the
various technologies in the lab
6. Collaborate with fellow researchers to install
the software at other BCNET campuses and
perform tests utilizing the BCNET infrastructure
7. Collect my documentation and disseminate the
results of the research

Leanne Rose

Joanne Schroeder

Child and Youth Care

Recreation and Tourism

Integrating Child and Youth Care theory into
Parenting Practices: Book Development

Doctor of Social Sciences, Royal Roads
University: Further academic studies
with a focus on Leisure Studies

The profession of Child and Youth Care (CYC) is
grounded in values and beliefs that guide our work
with children, youth, and their families. Over the
past 20 years, I have had the privilege of reflecting
on and documenting my parenting practices in
relation to these professional concepts and have
offered them through published articles for CYC
practitioners to consider. The next step to bring
these learnings together would be to write a book
that integrates the teachings in the field with
personal experiences of parenting. The proposed
leave will result in the development of a draft
outline as well as initial chapters for apublishable
book that will be of interest to students and faculty
at Vancouver Island University, allied academic
programs, practitioners in the field of Child and Youth
Care, as well as parents and the general public.

Research Theme:
Changing the Conversation from Benefits to Solutions
Solution Series Innovation Labs:
Can they really help us think out of the box, or do we
need to just GET out of the BOX we have created?
As complex, social issues continue to grow in our
communities, both locally and globally, the leisure
services industry is challenged to not only think outside
of the box, but get outside of the box! That box is the
Benefits Movement that has done so much for our field.
In the last three decades it has validated our services,
provided evidence-based research for our approaches
and decisions and granted industry professionals with
the language to articulate the importance of what they
do and why. It was right at the time BUT is it any more?
Is a benefits approach enough? Is the language
strong enough to politically position our programs
and services and enhance our relationships
with other stakeholders and sectors? Should
we be talking with a stronger language, should
we be talking about solutions, not benefits?
These are the questions that The Solutions Series
Innovation Labs want to ask. The Department of
Recreation and Tourism, Vancouver Island University has
been exploring ways that students can use Innovation
Lab techniques to address key community issues
identified by leisure professionals. The concept is that
instead of trying to bring all the right stakeholders
to collaborate and partner, we identify the issues
and the sectors involved and engage in a creative,
innovation lab to explore ways to Co-CREATE through
innovation theory for a Solutions Based Approach.
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Dr. Toni Smith

Dr. Terri Spronk

English

Social Work

Back Before We Got There: North American
Back-to-the-Land Narratives

Exploration of Ecological Therapeutic
Approaches to Practice

This project, entitled Back Before We Got There:
North American Back-to-the-Land Narratives,
developed out of a presentation given September
20, 2013 as a part of the Arts and Humanities
Colloquium. Our project seeks to develop
the content of this presentation into a booklength manuscript ready for publication.

The intent for this Assisted Leave is to explore ecological
approaches to practice within the human services
domain. The plan includes two primary goals: to enhance
and build on knowledge, skills and experiences in the
Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) field and, to gain a
deeper understanding of nature-based approaches
to practice. A number of activities will be undertaken
to fulfill the goals of the Assisted Leave plan. These
include: taking a course in nature-based approaches;
creating a bibliography of relevant, nature-based
resources; compiling a list of nature-based activities/
interventions for incorporation in curriculum and
teaching; visiting identified animal assisted intervention
programs in BC and throughout areas of the United
States; and, gaining further training in applied AAT.

The book explores the philosophical, cultural, literary,
and ecological underpinnings of North American
“Back to the Land” movements, which cycled
throughout the 20th century (1908, 1929, 1944,
1970s) and are underway today in the 21st. We first
contend that the roots of these social movements
stem from the earliest Puritan settlers to the United
States, whose vision of the utopian new world, based
on religious ideals rather than ecological realities, set
the discourse for the nostalgic idealizing of the North
American landscape for centuries to come. We then
analyze a variety of 19th and 20th century texts,
both American and Canadian, to demonstrate the
ways in which the model of the agrarian “Homestead”
has come to symbolize the utopian escape from
modern urban life: from Thoreau, to Little House on
the Prairie, to Helen and Scott Nearing, to today’s
urban homestead movement bloggers and writers.
We conclude that, ironically, the homesteading
model reproduces the very capitalist, imperialist, and
ecologically destructive processes that back-to-the
landers are trying to escape, and we discuss some
alternative possibilities that might accomplish the
stated goals of the movements more effectively.

168

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

The inclusion of animal assisted interventions and
nature-based approaches are relevant to methods
and practice courses taught by this writer in both the
Social Work and Child and Youth Care disciplines.
Gaining further knowledge, skills and experiences
in AAT and nature-based approaches will enrich the
teaching of interventions in the ecological realm.
From a pedagogical standpoint, the integration of new
material will allow students to expand their repertoire
of skills and interventions that they bring to professional
practice. Finally, educational endeavors that include
animal assisted and nature based approaches bring a
certain uniqueness and creativity to the university that
could be attractive to future student populations.

Doug Stetar

Dr. Dawn Thompson

Media Studies

English

Pacific and Asian Studies Master of Arts

Making Space for Indigenous Knowledge to Take Place

In my scholarly work to date I have explored the range
of creative practices people use to generate cultural
spaces in which to establish their own unique versions
of identity and citizenship. When I first visited China,
I was astounded by the raw energy being channeled
into a wide range of creative cultural practices in a
variety of cultural spaces. Subsequent trips to China
have solidified my interest in the energy and sense of
possibility evident in contemporary Chinese society.

This project explores the accommodation of
Indigenous knowledge in university English
composition and literature classrooms – and
other disciplines as well – by creating connections
between theory and practice, research and teaching,
and between different cultural perspectives.

In 2011 I began a scholarly program to integrate the
study of China into my established scholarly practice.
This program consists of three major components:
acquisition of Mandarin fluency; completion of a
Master of Arts in Pacific and Asian Studies (PAAS)
at UVIC; and the completion of an interdisciplinary
PhD anchored in the PAAS department.
The goal of this assisted leave is to complete the
final year of a PAAS – MA. In the fall of 2015 I would
travel to China to conduct research and to engage
in a semester-long advanced Mandarin language
program. In the spring of 2016, I would compile
the research materials and complete my thesis.
This Assisted Leave will allow me to complete
a key component of my scholarly program. It
will also strengthen my ability to work interculturally with my students, and facilitate my
ability to bring a Chinese and Asian dimension to
the teaching and scholarly work I do at VIU.
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One approach to establishing theoretical respect for
Indigenous knowledge entails exploring affinities and
possible alliances between Indigenous knowledge and
non-dominant forms of Western knowledge: feminist,
post-structural, postcolonial, and eco-critical, as well
as narrative and metaphorical thinking. This challenges
oppositional thinking that creates barriers to opening
academia up to multiple forms of knowledge.
Developing respect for Indigenous knowledge then
demands practical change in the classroom, opening
possibilities for more transformative teaching strategies
and assignments, as well as shifting expectations.
Finally, integrating Indigenous knowledge may
be linked to a wider intercultural model that can
enrich the experience of all students, shifting the
“deficit” model that often burdens both Indigenous
students and International students, and helping
domestic students to become more global citizens.
This project seeks to further and broaden the
conversation regarding these issues at VIU
and in the wider academic community.

Alanna Williams

Media Studies
Philosophical Inquiry into the Imagination
and Educational Judgment
Students yearn to be seen by their teachers for
who they are and to be recognized for what they
might become. What does it take for one teacher
to see the diverse range of students in his or her
classroom? What is involved in this teacher reaching
these students in order to motivate, inspire and
educate them? What does it means to be a ‘good’
teacher? What if a teacher’s imagination is the key
to developing a capacity to see students in their
uniqueness so she might make better judgments
and decisions about teaching? What if a teacher’s
imagination is the key to understanding his or
her educational experiences so he can learn from
these to make better decisions or judgments in the
future? These questions underpin Media Studies’
faculty member Alanna Williams doctoral thesis
titled “Educational Judgment and the Imagination:
A Philosophical Exploration.” During a six-month
assisted leave, the puzzle of the imagination
and educational judgment will be approached
philosophically and through storytelling. Aristotle
says, “(T)he lover of stories is in a sense a philosopher,
for stories are composed out of wonders”
(Metaphysics, 982b12-19). The researcher will
write stories about her teaching practice as a way
to ignite her wonder about teaching and to describe
the puzzle of her teaching imagination in the hopes
that a better understanding of educational judgment
and the imagination can be gathered and shared.
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Internal Research
Grants
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The following is a list of faculty research grants managed by
the Research and Scholarly Activity Office for 2014-15

Asper Media Studies Endowment
Dr. Ravindra Mohabeer

Media Studies /
Digital Media Technology

Exploring the Island as a ‘space of flows’:
Vancouver Island, media, and the coming of
seniors/retirees, and the leaving of young people
This project intends a two-fold approach to
examine the role of media and migration by
examining a) whether and how media contribute
to the decision for seniors/retirees to come to the
Island and how media may impact their life on the
Island, and b) the role of media/ted experiences
of people at or nearing the end of high school in
determining where they will go upon graduation
and, from an informational standpoint, why.

|

Media Studies /
Digital Media Technology
$5500

$3245
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Oral History and Digital Storytelling
Centre: Site Visit and Workshop
The objective of this proposal is to fund a personal
research trip to Montreal, Canada in order to visit
Concordia University’s Centre for Oral History
and Digital Storytelling (COHDS). The trip seeks to
explore the many ways the Centre has been able to
successfully evolve into a repository of oral history
for many cultural groups in Montreal in addition to
functioning as a central hub for many diverse universitycommunity research alliances. The collected stories
provide rich material for artists, students, historians,
community-based organizations, community members,
in addition to a variety of social science and fine arts
practitioners. The Centre has also been a generous
provider of technical and ethical training around the
collection and transmission of oral history and the
storytelling it fosters both in analogue and digital
media. In true celebration of interdisciplinarity, COHDS
describe themselves as follows: “Our community of
practice bridges disciplinary and community-university
divides. COHDS offers regular workshops, seminars,
roundtables, “study days,” and organizes frequent
international conferences. In addition to their research
publications, affiliated members have produced a wide
variety of multi-media outcomes ranging from online
digital stories and memoryscapes to audio walks, live
performances, radio programs, films, art installations,
museum exhibitions, pedagogical resources and so on”.
storytelling.concordia.ca/aboutus/our-story

Alanna Williams

Dr. Justin McGrail

Media Studies /
Digital Media Technology

Art and Design
$5000

$2421
Empathic Teaching by Design? ID Processes
Across Disciplines and Experience
Presenter at “Teaching Professor Conference”,
Atlanta, Georgia, May 28 - 31st, 2015 teaching is
difficult, no matter the approach, because teaching
is a complex human activity. So how does someone
with no formal training in teaching make decisions
about what to teach and how to teach it? What has
more of an impact, the faculty member’s discipline,
experience, or empathy? In this session you will be
able to reflect on your curriculum development
process as you explore a visualization of the
instructional design processes of 18 post-secondary
teachers from a teaching-intensive university.

Co-Investigators: Robin Davies, Kevin
Mazutenic, Marian van der Zohn
Meridian: a collaborative,
performance research project
Meridian is the collaborative, performance research
project of four faculty members from the departments
of Art and Design, Women’s Studies, and Media
Studies at Vancouver Island University. It involves the
use of digital technologies and live performance to
create multi-media events that combine projectedvideo, ambient-electronic music, acoustic and electric
instruments, looped vocals, and spoken word poetry.
The resulting blend of prepared and improvised sounds,
sights, and words creates an experimental, immersive
performance that explores technology, humanity, and
the spaces in between the two. The collaboration began
in January 2012, resulting in a 60-minute performance
presented in March 2012 at VIU’s Malaspina Theatre.
Since then the project has grown to include a second,
hour-long performance work, and has seen the
members participate in public talks, and present eleven
performances. Meridian has received financial support
from VIURAC, and VIUFA’s Research and Scholarly
Activity Committee, along with travel assistance
from SOCAN and the Canada Council for the Arts.
The endowment award will be used to create a
research position for a current Media Studies student.
The research position will introduce and/or hone the
student’s professional knowledge and skills in print and
digital media, along with event planning and production.
This position will begin in the Inter-session 2016, and
conclude at the end of the Fall semester 2016.
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NSERC GRF President’s Fund
Dr. Anya Dunham

Fisheries and Aquaculture
$5000
Unexplored mechanism of aquatic
invasive species spread
Project description: Didemnum vexillum is an invasive
ascidian undergoing a rapid world-wide expansion
and posing threats to biodiversity, aquaculture,
and fisheries. It has established small, isolated
populations in the Pacific Northwest, mostly at
marinas and aquaculture sites located over softbottom habitats from where it is likely unable to
spread naturally. However, human activities may
introduce this species into hard-bottom habitats
where it may rapidly expand through sea floor
colonization. For example, D. vexillum may colonize
Hecate Strait, important commercial fishing grounds
and home to globally unique glass sponge reefs. One
of the unexplored human activities is the towing
of floating infrastructure, such as docks. The slow
and steady towing may serve as an ideal vector for
transferring invasive species. Moreover, unlike
boat hulls, docks are typically not treated with
antifouling paints. Although there are over 800
marinas in BC with more built or proposed each year,
towing of floating infrastructure is not currently
monitored or regulated by any agency in Canada.
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Our project will have three main components:
1. A series of SCUBA surveys and in-situ monitoring
using underwater photography/videography
to determine whether D. vexillum is capable
of hitchhiking on towed floating docks
2. A respondent survey to determine the magnitude
and patterns of floating dock and other
infrastructure (aquaculture rafts, buoys, fishing
camps) relocation along the west coast of Canada,
via mail-in questionnaire and in-person interviews
3. A literature review of regulatory initiatives
aimed at reducing invasive species spread
through recreational boating and towing of
floating infrastructure around the world
Combined, these data will be used to suggest best
management options for floating infrastructure
relocation (e.g., recommendations, voluntary code
of best practices and/or specific regulations). We will
write a primary publication with the student as a coauthor. My current position is ideal for providing the
student with guidance, expertise, and research space
in a highly collaborative environment in government
and academic research settings. The student will
have an opportunity to make original contributions to
fundamental knowledge and translating it into practical
applications such as conservation and sustainable
management of marine resources – areas where
Canada needs highly trained researchers and managers.
The results of this project will strengthen my future
NSERC Discovery Grant application in which I hope
to develop a conceptual model of integrating invasive
species management into marine conservation and
spatial planning – in close collaboration with VIU.

VIU Community
Engagement Accelerator Grant
Dr. Jeff Lewis

John Predyk

Geography

$5000

$5000

Co-Investigators:
William Litchfield;
Dr. Ken Hammer

Co-Investigators:
Dr. Erik Krogh

Awareness of Climate change through
Education and Research (ACER) Community
Engagement, Public Outreach and
2016 Climate Change Symposium
This project contributes to the public outreach
initiative known as the Awareness of climate change
through Education and Research (ACER) and
furthers the objective of engaging VIU students in
public dissemination, empowering them to become
agents for scientific knowledge mobilization, social
change and political action. Specifically, this grant
will support us in building capacity to reach out to
an inter-disciplinary group of faculty, students and
members of the general public through a Climate
Change Symposium held on the Nanaimo campus
of Vancouver Island University and support other
community outreach events, such as Climate Cafés.

Ashleigh Martinflatt

Child & Youth Care
$5000
Co-Investigator:
Teri Derksen

The Center for Community Outreach and Care
The funds requested would be used to support the
on-going work within the Centre for Community
Outreach and Care, the Outreach Centre, as well as
enhancing the support to the community advisory
committee which is essential to the success of
the Outreach Centre. In addition, this financial
support would allow for the organization and
implementation of a Celebrating Community Forum
for the purpose of knowledge dissemination.
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Recreation & Tourism

VIU Business Plan Competition
This project intends to enhance relationships with
the Nanaimo business community with respect to
creating a climate of entrepreneurship within the City
and at Vancouver Island University. The initiative
will provide training for Vancouver Island University
students to become Entrepreneurship ambassadors
at the institution and to gain valuable leadership
abilities in the organization of an annual VIU Business
Plan competition to be held in the fall of 2016.
The objectives of the proposal are to:
1. Expand and strengthen partnerships with the
business community in Nanaimo including Start Up
Nanaimo, Square One, the Chamber of Commerce,
Nanaimo Economic Development Corporation and
individual businesses through collaborative planning
and implementation of a business plan competition;
2. Expand the engagement of VIU students
involved in all disciplines to compete in the
Business Plan competition by hiring and training
two students in an Ambassador role;
3. Strengthen the entrepreneurial culture within
the University and within the City of Nanaimo by
providing opportunities for learning and support for
start-up ventures of our students and alumni.

Joanne Schroeder

Dr. Nicole Vaugeois

Recreation & Tourism

Recreation and Tourism

$2500

$5000

Co-Investigators:
William Litchfield;
Dr. Ken Hammer

Co-Investigator:
Dr. Pete Parker

World Leisure Centre of Excellence
Network Planning Workshop
VIU Research Priority Area: Healthy and
Resilient Communities through Local and
International Engagement Funding is requested
to support the following priorities of the
Community Engagement Accelerator Grant:
1. establishing or strengthening partnerships
with the international and local community
in the production of knowledge, and;
2. designing and implementing knowledge
mobilization activities through an
international network through the
World Leisure Centre of Excellence.

Michel Vallee

Forest Resources Technology
$4625

The main objective of this project is to connect
VIU students to the Brant Wildlife Festival.
Specifically the goals are:
1. host a bioblitz event during the Brant
Wildlife Festival in 2016; [
2. to find potential long-term sponsors
to fund stndents to organize and host
the event each following year;
3. promote student research through outreach in
the local community; and, [4] contribute to longtenn monitoring of flora and fauna in the Mount
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region (MABR).

|

This project intends to strengthen an existing
partnership with communities in the Vancouver Island
region who have participated in a Visitor Experience
Project in the summer of 2015 where data was collected
on their visitors led by the Sociable Scientists with VIU
as a supporting partner in data analysis (N=3000). These
communities and sub-regions include the Cowichan
Valley, Parksville, Qualicum Beach, Port Alberni,
Cumberland, Courtenay and Comox, Campbell River,
Ucluelet, Nanaimo, Port Hardy, Port McNeil, Sayward,
and Port Alice. Together, the partnership has produced
small community based profiles of the visitors to the
island region, but now the focus must shift to compiling
the data sets to understand regional visitors and to
allow comparisons of the data that have emerged.
Similarly, we need to ensure that the profiles are shared
in individual communities with tourism stakeholders
such as Destination Marketing organizations, Chambers
of Commerce, Economic Development entities,
local and regional governments and businesses.

Dr. Alexandra Weissfloch

Bioblitz: biological surveying in the MABR
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Chemistry
$2500
Greening Chemical Education in BC: A
Workshop for Secondary School Teachers
The overall aim of the work proposed herein is the
design and implementation of a workshop for BC
secondary school teachers that will be based on
recent research conducted at VIU. The goal of the
workshop is to teach and promote human safety
and environmental awareness in chemistry courses
by aiding teachers to integrate green chemistry
and toxicology principles into their curricula.

Michel Vallee

Forestry
$4560

The main objective of this project is to build off
the successes from the 2016 Mount Arrowsmith
Biosphere Region (MABR) BioBlitz, and expand
the event in 2017. In 2017, we hope to expand the
event by monitoring fauna, and adding marine
surveying to the event. Guided from community
feedback from our last event, our goal is to expand
the event each year for community members
who have experience in Blitzing, while continuing
to train new participants on how to Blitz.
The 2016 MABR BioBlitz was a great success in terms
of meeting our original objectives which included:
1. hosting a BioBlitz event as part of the
Brant Wildlife Festival in 2016;
2. promoting student research through outreach
in the local community; and, [3] from our 2016
application was to find a long-term funder for the
annual event. Although we did not secure longterm funding for the event, we have been able
to apply for funding for the 2017 BioBlitz to two
organizations: the Canadian Wildlife Association
(CWA), and TD Friends of the Environment
(TD FEF) Foundation, which are both pending
approval.

|

Geography
$4900

BioBlitz: biological surveying in the MABR part II
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Lake Monitoring in the Regional District of Nanaimo
This project is aimed at contributing to the BC Lake
Stewardship Society’s lake monitoring program
within the Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN)
to set benchmarks that gauge the current health
of the lakes and then develop research protocols
that will be used over the next five years.
The goals of this project are:
1. conduct a data gap analysis through research
on available data sources provided/created by
the RDN and Ministry of Environment (MoE);
2. require that student researchers attend a
lakeKeepers workshop to be fully trained
on data collection techniques;
3. work with the MoE and the RDN to determine
the most suitable lakes to incorporate
into the program the first year;
4. collect and contribute data to the program;
5. disseminate information to increase awareness
about the program and health of the local lakes; and
6. seek external funding to continue the monitoring
program.

Dave Cake

Dr. Chris Gill

GIS Program

Chemistry

$4400

$9360

Eelgrass Mapping in Mid-Island Estuaries

Co-Investigator:
Dr. Erik Krogh

The objective of this research project is to determine
the current extent of eelgrass in the Englishman River
and Little Qualicum Estuaries. The Nanaimo River
Estuary has mapped and measured eelgrass in the
estuary to determine its extents in 2012 by Precision
Identification and again in 2015 by Aquaparian
Environmental Consulting Ltd., and the Mount
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region Research Institute
(MABRRI). Using a similar methodology, the goal is
to be able to measure and map the current extents of
eelgrass in both the Englishman and Little Qualicum
river estuaries to use as an indicator of health.
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Microfluidic Condensed Phase Membrane
Introduction Mass Spectrometry (CP-MIMS) Interfaces
Using Stereolithographic 3D Printing Methods
The proposed research is aimed at developing and
testing novel microfluidic Condensed Phase Membrane
Introduction Mass Spectrometry (CP-MIMS) interfaces
using Stereographic 3D Printing methods. This method
of high-precision fabrication is rapidly gaining broad
acceptance across multiple disciplines, and will enable
us to keep on the cutting edge of miniaturization
trends in analytical mass spectrometry. The proposed
microfluidic CP-MIMS interfaces will be the first of
their kind, and will allow us to directly measure trace
levels of molecules in very small sample volumes, such
as encountered in medical and pharmaceutical samples
of plasma or cerebrospinal fluids. These devices will
provide convenient, portable sampling platforms for
incorporation with existing CFI funded portable mass
spectrometry systems, and are well suited for a wide
range of future in-situ and in-vivo studies. The project
will enable research training opportunities for VIU
undergraduates beyond the initial phases of the project,
and will bring (absent) research capacity to VIU that will
benefit chemistry, physics, engineering and computer
science. The early design and testing of these devices to
demonstrate proof of concept will be publishable in top
tier scientific journals, and will also form the basis for
funding applications with NSERC (I2I, CRD, Engage) as
well as with potential private sector research sponsors.

Dr. Jessie Key

Deirdre Wilson

Chemistry

Education

$8175

$2817

Co-Investigator:
Dr. Duane Friesen

Exploring the Use of Wiki-Mediated
Collaborative Writing Among Students with
Mixed English-language Proficiency Levels

Rational design of small-molecule chemical
sensors for detection of platinum group pollutant
detection in marine and coastal waters
This project is aimed at developing highly accurate
chemical sensors for detecting and monitoring
platinum group pollutant levels in marine and
coastal water samples. Computational chemistry
methods will first be used to guide the design of
the sensors. The most promising sensors identified
computationally will then be synthesized and
evaluated using laboratory-based techniques.

Dr. Pamela Shaw

The main objective of this case study is to investigate
how high-school students with diverse English
language abilities co-construct knowledge as
they engage in a collaborative writing project
in a wiki-mediated learning environment.
More specifically, this study will explore:
1. the patterns of interaction that develop
between the students as they write
collaboratively on a wiki platform,
2. the ways in which students engage in collective
scaffolding and peer revisions, and
3. the roles that the teacher plays in
web-based writing projects.

Community Planning
Dr. Dan Baker

$4900
The Carrying Capacity of the MABR: a
Land Use and Human Impact Analysis
The primary objective of this project is to gain a
deeper understanding of the relationship between
humans and nature in the Mount Arrowsmith
Biosphere Region (MABR) through detailed data
collection and a mapping analysis that combines
current land use regulations (Regional Growth
Strategy, official community plans, zoning bylaws,
and development permit area regulations) and
build-out projections from the City of Parksville,
Town of Qualicum Beach, and the Regional District
of Nanaimo. Future phases will include relevant
environmental, infrastructure, and population
data in the detailed mapping. The research will
draw attention to the growth patterns that will
impact the ecological carrying capacity of the
MABR. The methods used have applicability to
other biosphere reserves or regions experiencing
growth pressures on surrounding natural areas.
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Fisheries and Aquaculture
$5000
Thermal plasticity in larval stages
of anadromous BC fishes
The objective of this project is to describe the responses
of early-life stage fish to elevated temperature.
Specifically, the project will address whether early life
history exposure to elevated temperature increases
tolerance or sensitivity to future thermal challenge.
To address this, patterns of thermal protection during
development of larvae will be characterized following
treatment of eggs and larvae to increased temperatures.
This project will engage students, the public and
industry together on a topic that represents one of the
greatest environmental challenges of our generation.

Dr. Dan Baker, a Vancouver Island University Fish Physiologist, was recently awarded $115,000 Discovery Grant from
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC).

VIU Professor Receives
$115,000 Discovery Grant
September 15, 2017 - 1:15pm

Dr. Dan Baker, a VIU Fish Physiologist, is researching how increasing
temperatures in North American rivers are affecting sturgeon and salmonids
Just one day of intense hot weather could raise
water temperatures enough to devastate an entire
population of white sturgeon and salmonid eggs and
larvae, says Dr. Dan Baker, a VIU Fish Physiologist.
But how hot is too hot? That is a question Baker
is trying to answer with his research, which
explores how warmer river temperatures,
caused by climate change, affect the early life
stages of white sturgeon and salmonids.
Baker was recently awarded a $115,000
Discovery Grant from the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC).
The grant will be distributed over five years.

180

|

VIU - ANNUAL RESEARCH REPORT 2015 / 16 / 17

The Discovery Grant Program provides funding
to Canada’s best researchers to pursue promising
ideas and breakthroughs in their field of study.
“White sturgeon and salmon are two of the most
important fish in British Columbia economically,
culturally and ecologically,” said Baker. “The
Discovery Grant will allow me to focus on
conservation topics in regards to these species.”
One of the reasons Baker can conduct cuttingedge research on the topic is because of VIU’s
International Centre for Sturgeon Studies (ICSS),
which has the only white sturgeon brood stock
anywhere in Canada available for research.

VIU Professor Receives $115,000 Discovery Grant Cont.

“At VIU we have the resources available to
look at the early life history of salmonids and
sturgeon to a degree probably unmatched
anywhere else in the country,” Baker added.
Baker will train seven undergraduate students, two
master’s degree students and one PhD student to
work with over the five years on research projects.
“Experiential learning and uncovering novel
findings creates an excitement associated
with science and discovery and opens
doors for students later on,” he said.
Climate change has negatively affected many
wild fish stocks in British Columbia, said Don
Noakes, VIU’s Dean of Science and Technology.
“The changes predicted over the next 50 to 100
years are beyond anything we have seen in recorded
history,” he said. “While white sturgeon have been
around for 175 million years and may live more than
100 years, we know very little about their early life
history and this grant will help Dr. Baker answer some
fundamental questions about this iconic species in
the face of significate environmental uncertainty.”
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Baker said river temperatures are increasing worldwide
and this is putting intense pressures on fish, especially
species like white sturgeon and salmonids.
While increased temperatures could prevent these
migratory species from returning to their spawning
grounds, after the eggs hatch, water temperatures
can also slow development of larvae. Even benefits
of warmer water such as faster growth could lead
to them depleting food sources in their ecosystems
before they are ready to head out to sea.
Once the temperature thresholds are understood,
prioritizing management strategies aimed at protecting
these fish could occur, perhaps even manipulating
water temperatures of spawning grounds.

Dr. Matthew Bowes

Geography
$4728
Coastal Forest Plant Phenology
Research and Monitoring Pilot
Plant phenology studies provide important
information on biological response to climate change,
supporting land and resource management. The
primary objective of this project is to connect VIU
students, researchers, and faculty with the Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO) research program and Milner Garden
& Woodlands’ Climate and Phenology Project
in a collaborative effort to assess and monitor
climate change effects on local plant phenology.
The main outcomes of this proposal include:
1. development of plant phenophase
data collection methodologies;
2. collection of plant phenophase observations
for the 2017 growing season; and
3. assessment of long-term project
development (based on one growing
season of piloting methods).

secondary source data for a project that I initiated in
the summer of 2016. Both projects will form part of
research and related community development activities
that I will undertake as part of my approved one year
PD leave (September 2017 to August 2018). Using the
Yukon Territory as a case study site, the secondary
source data project to identify data sources that are
locally embedded and place-based, and evaluate what
is happening “in place” in the creative and cultural
sector – for instance, through an analysis of diverse
secondary data sources. These secondary sources
include, for instance, annual vacation guides and
arts and culture organization “grey literature” (e.g.,
activity and other reports). The study also includes
an examination of “special runs” of Statistics Canada
census data to evaluate demographic data that has a
significant relationship to arts and culture support; for
instance, diversity indicators assessed by analysing
population data for 24-44 years old, and changes
to ethnic origin across time. Indigenous cultural
considerations will be incorporated, for instance, using
secondary data to evaluate the significant increase
in Indigenous cultural activity and events, both for
community (host) and visitor (guest) audiences.

Dr. Eric Demers

Biology
$4826

Dr. Suzanne de la Barre

Recreation and Tourism
$2740
The Cultural Sector in Rural and Remote Regions:
Issues, Opportunities, and Development
Two intertwined projects are proposed. The first
project aims to undertake a consultation activity in
diverse communities in the Yukon regarding cultural
planning in relation to tourism, specifically with the
goal of consulting cultural planners and players and
to develop with them a workshop. Alongside this
consultation, a best practices manual addressing
the theme: “from culture to cultural tourism” will
be researched and developed. A second goal is
to continue identifying, collecting and analysing
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Bird Monitoring, Banding and Training at VIU
The main objective of this proposal is to continue the
Vancouver Island University Bird Banding Project.
This very successful project was established
in 2013, with specific goals to:
1. monitor migrant and resident birds to contribute
to regional and continent-wide efforts to
monitor changes in their populations;
2. provide practical educational and training
opportunities for Vancouver Island
University (VIU) students through courses
and research project opportunities; and
3. conduct public demonstrations where guests
can learn about bird identification, ecology and
conservation.

Dr. Jamie Gorrell

Geraldine Manson

Biology

Aboriginal Education & Engagement

Co-Investigator:
Dr. Liz Gillis

$5000

Saving the Vancouver Island marmot:
Applying conservation genetics to
monitor reproductive success
The critically-endangered Vancouver Island
marmot faces serious risks of inbreeding. Captivebreeding populations are releasing sexuallyinexperienced marmots without knowing if
they become successful breeders in the wild.
This project aims to:
1. assess the genetic diversity of
breeding populations;
2. quantify the variance in reproductive
success in males and females; and
3. make recommendations for improving future
breeding to maximize genetic diversity.

Dr. Carmen Lavoie

Preserving language and knowledge pertaining to
native plants traditionally used by Snuneymuxw
First Nations at VIU
This research aims to map native plant species, sites,
and soils occurring on the Nanaimo, Vancouver Island
University Campus in order to determine suitable
locations to plant native vegetation traditionally used by
Snuneymuxw First Nation for medicinal, ceremonial and
other uses. Once appropriate sites have been determined
we will plant species among the campus, and have
signage and mapping associated with each species in an
effort to help preserve the traditional values, language,
and knowledge pertaining to each species. Once the
initial portion of this research is completed, we can then
develop programs and courses that can be offered at
Vancouver Island University at the Aboriginal Gathering
Place, and have Snuneymuxw traditional knowledge
holders teach others about the important values, uses,
and cultural significance related to native plant species.

Social Work

Dr. Colleen McVeigh

$5000

Anthropology

Understanding the history and role of
social planning councils in Canada

$5000

This project represents the first phase of a larger
project to establish a Social Planning Council (SPC)
in Nanaimo. Existing SPCs across Canada bring
together the research, policy and local community
to identify, investigate and address social issues.
This project will lay the foundation
for a SPC in Nanaimo by:
1. researching models of SPCs;
2. synthesizing relevant research; and
3. conducting outreach to stakeholders.
This project will also establish an advisory committee
to guide the research and development process.
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Resilience, Strength and Hope: An Ethnographic Case
Study of Disaster Recovery in Langtang, Nepal
The 2015 Nepal earthquake unleashed a massive
avalanche that buried Langtang village, killing over onethird of its residents and destroying most of their fields
and livestock. Survivors have since begun the painful
process of rebuilding their lives. Using an ethnographic
case study approach, this project investigates
community resilience and disaster recovery in the Nepal
Himalaya. Public presentations, written publications,
and an ethnographic film made in collaboration with
MacEwan University will help disseminate results.

Dr. John Morgan

John Predyk

Resource Management
and Protection

Recreation and Tourism
$4985

$4620
Bull Kelp Sample Collection and Marine
Monitoring in the Salish Sea
The aim of this project is to contribute to the work
that the Pacific Salmon Foundation has been
conducting through the development of their Salish
Sea Marine Survival Project, as well as the work that
the Nile Creek Enhancement Society has currently
underway regarding enhancement of bull kelp within
the Salish Sea in retaliation to climate change.
The targeted goals of this project are as follows:
1. through meeting with tenured marine
biologists and program coordinators that
work for the Pacific Salmon Foundation, Nile
Creek Enhancement Society, and Project
Watershed; determine what locations are
of particular interest to the organizations
which are currently lacking data collection;
2. conduct a literature review on factors limiting
the successful development of bull kelp;
3. the collection of bull kelp sari (seeds) to be
sent in for further analysis, and to find heartier
strains of bull kelp that may be more resistant
to warming water temperatures; and
4. collect water samples from each site to capture
a water profile of the following attributes:
temperature, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, pH, and
conductivity to help determine whether the site
could support new bull kelp production.
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Mapping and Advancing the Artisan
Economy in Canada
This research aims to identify and map the emerging
artisan economy in Canada. Students will conduct
an online search and develop an inventory of artisan
businesses across the country. Businesses will be
analysed, categorized and mapped to produce an
academic paper in the Journal of Rural and Community
Development and a presentation at the North Atlantic
Forum in 2017. An application to SSHRC Insight
Grants will be developed to further the investigation
with a network of partners across Canada.

Dr. Dawn Thompson

English
$3351
Fran Tait’s Residential School Story
This writing project is a collaboration between Fran
Tait, a Tsimshian woman and retired VIU employee, and
Dawn Thompson, from the English Department. The
two will travel to Prince Rupert and Lax Kw’alaams as
part of their project of collaborating on Fran’s story of
Residential School survival. They will film this trip, as
well, in order to make a short film for use in teaching.

Dr. Cheryl Warsh

Dr. Laureen Styles

History

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

$7130

$6080

Co-Investigator:
Dr. Katharine Rollwagen

Co-Investigators:
Maureen O’Connor, RN, MScN;
Dr. Greg Anderson;
Dr. Kathleen Haggith;
Adam Vaughan

Children and Alcohol and Tobacco Marketing
in the Age of Television, 1950-2016
From the early 20th century advent of mass
culture, children have been portrayed in the ads
and packaging for adult products such as cigarettes
and alcohol, as well as been increasingly identified
as a distinctive audience for child-centered
products. In the last 50 years, the two markets
have converged, as minors became targeted by the
tobacco and alcohol industries through print and
television campaigns, sports sponsorships, film
product placement, websites and social media.

Dr. Jamie Gorrell

Biology
$1140
Using the software Geneious to study
the biodiversity of Vancouver Island
I am requesting funding to purchase a specialized
software for the interpretation and analysis of
genetic data. This particular software called,
Geneious, is one of the leading applications in my
field and can serve a wide variety of purposes.
The software will be used by myself and my
students to study the genetics and biodiversity
of plants and animals on Vancouver Island.
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Fostering Nursing Students’ Resilience:
Can an Online Course Help?
This proposed research aims to answer the central
question of whether or not an educational intervention
(online resilience course) can increase resilience among
nursing students. The research questions have been
theoretically informed by previous research and by
front-line subject matter experts who have experience
with resilience, trauma, and effective coping strategies
as part of the work done to develop the online course
at the Justice Institute of British Columbia (JIBC).
Examining the effectiveness of an educational course
has merit to ascertain whether such focused education
could or should be integrated into nursing programs
to build resilience among nursing students. This may
also positively contribute to the mental wellbeing of
nurses, thus supporting retention in the profession.
A mixed-method methodology within a pragmatism
paradigm will be utilized for this research. Current
Bachelor of Science in Nursing students at North Island
College (NIC) and Vancouver Island University (VIU) will
be invited to participate in the course and the research.
Participants will complete two web-based questionnaires
to gather quantitative data pre- and post- course
completion (at 2 and 12 months post-course). Qualitative
data will be sought through semistructured interviews at
the same two post-course completion times (at 2 and 12
months). This approach will reveal if taking a resilience
course increases resilience, as measured through
Resilience Scale scores (Wagnild, 2011) and the Coping
Strategy Indicator (Amirkhan, 1990), and will identify the
coping strategies that are used after taking the course.

Dr. Mark Williams

Political Studies
$2451.90
The Rise of the Video Game Industry in Vancouver
This research represents an inquiry into the reasons
why video game developers have established
studios in the City of Vancouver. Furthermore,
this study provides a commentary on the public
policy context of the sector, examining the
perspective of major developers on the role of
government in further developing the sector.
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SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY REPORT 2015/16/17

Student Research
Awards
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The following is a listing of some of the research and scholarly activities and
awards students at Vancouver Island University have received and engaged
in during the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 academic years

Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council (NSERC)
Undergraduate Student
Research Awards (USRA)
Students Selected by the VIU NSERC
Awards Selection Committee
The NSERC USRA funds are awarded to students
to stimulate interest in research in the natural
sciences and engineering. These awards are meant to
encourage students to undertake graduate studies
and pursue further research careers in related fields.
Students are awarded $4,500 from NSERC with an
additional 25 percent or more from their supervisors.

Colleen Haddad

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Chris Pearce, Fisheries and
Oceans Canada (VIU Adjunct)

NSERC USRA: Aspects of Tray Design
for Sea Cucumber Aquaculture

Raquel Greiter Loerzer

Darien Yeung

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Erik Krogh

NSREC USRA: Real-time mobile mass
spectrometry data processing

Abbi Adams

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Chris Gill

NSREC USRA: Measurement of Vitamin-D by CP-MIMS

Caitlin Smith

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Helen Gurney-Smith

NSREC USRA: Impact of changing ocean conditions
on the immune status of marine shellfish

Science and Technology

Gregory Vandergrift

Supervisor:
Dr. Sarah Dudas

Science and Technology

NSREC USRA: Intertidal biodiversity along
a gradient of anthropogenic stressors

Supervisor:
Dr. Chris Gill

NSREC USRA: Condensed Phase Membrane
Introduction Mass Spectrometry Direct Electron Ionization
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Jackelyn (Daisy) Feehan

Hannah Damer

Science and Technology

Science and Technology

Supervisor:
Dr. Erik Krogh

Supervisor:
Dr. Chris Gill

NSREC USRA: Direct analysis for acidic
pharmaceutical compound

NSREC USRA: Miniaturized Membrane Introduction
Mass Spectrometry (MIMS) Interfaces

Jackelyn Feehan

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Erik Krogh

NSREC USRA: Direct analysis of trace
organic partitioning in complex solutions

Raquel Greiter Loerzer

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Sarah Dudas

NSREC USRA: Investigating the
influence of historical clam gardens on
higher trophic level biodiversity
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Caitlin Smith

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Helen Gurney-Smith

NSREC USRA: Influence of sex and individuality
on responses to changing ocean conditions

Sarah Jones

Science and Technology
Supervisor:
Dr. Chris Gill

NSREC USRA: Small volume membrane
introduction mass spectrometry (MIMS)

Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR) Health Professional
Student Research Awards

Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council (NSERC) Canada
Graduate Scholarships

Students Selected by the VIU CIHR
Awards Selection Committee

Students Nominated by the Graduate
Scholarship Selection Committee

The purpose of this program is to further strengthen
clinical research by providing research training
to health professionals and strengthen talent
development. It is expected that this targeted
investment will lead to the development of the
next generation of clinician researchers. Students
are awarded a maximum of $4,251 each to
conduct a research project of their choice.

The NSERC and SSHRC Canada Graduate
Scholarships – Master’s Program (CGS-M) provides
financial support to high-calibre scholars who are
engaged in Master’s programs in natural sciences
and engineering or social sciences and humanities.
CGS-Ms are offered to top-ranked applicants. This
support allows these new scholars to fully concentrate
on their studies and seek out the best research
mentors in their chosen fields. Canada Graduate
Scholarship recipients are awarded $17,500.

Christina Heinrich

Health and Human Services

Julia Froese

Supervisors:
Mary Anne Moloney; Lynn Rollison

Management

International Nursing Practice Education:
Exploring Student Experiences

Bonbon Hoang-Pham

Supervisor:
Dr. Jackie Oncescu

SSHRC CGS-M: Safe community
leisure spaces for LGBTQ Youth

Health and Human Services

Danielle Chard

Supervisors:
Piera Jung; Carol Eschak

Management

Making Connections: Impact on Student
Learning of Nursing Concepts

Delaney Chamberlain

Health and Human Services
Supervisors:
Piera Jung;
Carol Eschak

Making Connections: Impact on Student
Learning of Nursing Concepts
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Supervisor:
Dr. Jackie Oncescu

SSHRC CGS-M: The role of mothers in
poverty as leisure facilitators

Orla Osborne

Social Sciences
Supervisors:
Dr. Paul Zanderbergen

NSERC CGS-M: Changes in spatial
use by Blacklegged Kittiwakes (Rissa
tridactyla) in response to food availability
during the breeding season

Michael L Warsh Law
Corporation Award
The Michael L. Warsh Law Corporation Award promotes
and recognizes outstanding research and research
potential in any discipline. The Award is given to
students who intend to pursue post-graduate studies.

Katie Davidson

Britta Peterson

Biology

Management

The presence of microplastic contamination in shellfish

Supervisors:
Dr. Suzanne de la Barre

Michael Caditz

SSHRC CGS-M: Re-creation through
recreation: Exploring contemporary
perspectives on indigeneous leisure

Philosophy
Modern Challenges to Eurocentric
Metaphisics and Its Applications

Shelby Reimer

Biology
Inhibition of Bacterial Quorum Sensing by Ibuprofen
in Chromobacterium violaceum CV026
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After tagging hundreds of shellfish at VIU’s Deep Bay Marine Field Station, VIU student Raquel Greiter (left) was ready to fling an oyster shell at project leader
Garth Covernton. VIU student researchers Maggie Dietterle (right) and Caitlin Smith (middle) are also lending a hand on the project.

3,000 Shellfish Tagged as
VIU and UVic Students
Launch Microplastics Study
July 15, 2016 - 1:15pm

VIU’s Deep Bay Marine Field Station is ground zero for a research project
designed to monitor shellfish for microplastic contamination
With the help of five Vancouver Island University
(VIU) student researchers, Garth Covernton, a
University of Victoria (UVic) master’s student, and
his team waded into the ocean at three different
spots along Vancouver Island’s coastline to collect
more than 2,000 oysters and 1,000 clams for
tagging. The group is using the shellfish to monitor for
microplastics, which have become a global problem.
“Microplastics are too small to see with the eye and
because of that they can easily enter a wide range
of organisms. Waste water treatment plants don’t
pick them up and they cannot be easily digested or
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broken down by bacteria which is why they persist in the
environment,” said Covernton. “Scientists are currently
trying to assess what that means and I’m hoping my
study will make a small contribution to that discussion.”
Thanks to a partnership between VIU and UVic,
Covernton is working out of VIU’s Deep Bay Marine
Field Station to conduct his research, under the
supervision of thesis advisor Dr. Sarah Dudas, who is a
Canada Research Chair and biology professor at VIU.
Microplastics are generally described as smaller than
five millimeters and can include everything from plastic

3,000 Shellfish Tagged as VIU and UVic Students Launch Microplastics Study Cont.

microbeads that are used in rinse-off cosmetics and
toothpaste products to the thousands of plastic fibres
that come off our fleece clothing every time they go
through the wash. Secondary sources of microplastics
are simply larger pieces of debris that have been
broken up and worn down by the waves, wind and
sun. A study recently published in Science Magazine
estimated that in 2010 between 4.8 and 12.7 million
metric tons of plastic was entering the ocean annually.
“The ability of microplastics to absorb and
concentrate chemicals that may be eaten by
organisms makes them a serious emerging
threat to wildlife and natural ecosystems and
potentially, human health,” said Dudas. “We are
looking at shellfish because they are filter feeding
organisms. They accumulate anything that is in
the water and they live on the coast where the
most drastic changes are happening, which makes
them excellent sentinels of ecosystem health.”
Covernton’s study is being funded by the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans and the BC Shellfish
Grower’s Association, which represents a shellfish
farming community that provides over 1,000 fulltime jobs in rural and coastal BC communities
and accounts for over $33 million in shellfish
farm sales annually. Association president Steve
Pocock says they were excited to work with VIU
on the study because anything that affects the
oceans is a concern to them as a community.
“Our lives are spent on the ocean so anything
that could potentially impact the health of the
coastal ecosystem is of interest to us,” said
Pocock. “As an industry we are keen to find out
what we can do to mitigate the amounts of plastic
making its way into our oceans. Knowledge of the
problem is the key to being effective at that.”
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Maggie Dietterle is one of five VIU biology students
assisting with Covernton’s research. Their tasks
included using felt pens to handwrite identification
numbers on every oyster and clam and measuring
the shells so that when they are collected again in
the fall, Covernton will know how much they grew.
“Microplastics are an added factor to plastic pollution.
The beading in toothpaste, confetti from parades, the
glitter people put on their faces, the sources are endless
and the hardest part is educating people about it,” said
Dietterle. “Since I started the project I’ve been going
home and talking to my friends and family about this. I
want to get the word out and start them thinking about
where the plastic products they buy end up. Shellfish
are resilient so I ask myself, if they are being affected
by microplastics then what are the microplastics doing
to the more vulnerable organisms in the oceans?”
The more than 3,000 shellfish tagged by the students
have been released at 22 beaches, 11 shellfish farms
and 11 wild sites, located in four Vancouver Island
coastal regions. Covernton will be looking to reharvest them in September to determine how much
microplastics they consumed over the summer.

CREATE Conference Awards
CREATE is an annual conference showcasing
student research and scholarly activity at VIU.
Students present their projects through posters,
displays, 15-minute oral presentations, and the
Scholarship Slam (three-minute presentations).
The following awards were distributed to
the top participants in 2016 and 2017.
2016 AWARD WINNERS:
PEOPLE’S CHOICE BEST POSTER
First Place:
Daniel Godard, Gage Nordstrom, JP Deland,
Andres Cristancho Saldana, Toby Orrick & Scott
Gates, Geol 308 Geochemistry, Geoscience
“A Geochemical Study of the Volcanic rocks
from Nanoose Bay, Vancouver Island”
Second Place:
Foroutan Mahmoudi, Allan Stenlund, Clair Wallace,
Erin Greene & Russell Knowles, Chemistry 067,
Academic and Career Preparation “Bioerosion
due to Decreasing the PH of the Ocean”
Third Place:
Snehita Gupta, Bader Alsamiri, Muhammad
Shaiba, Faisal Albalawi & Jegede Ayo,
International Human Resource Management,
Post-Degree Diploma in Business Studies/
Bachelor of Business Administration “Mexico”
Honourable Mentions:
Mathieu Soucy, Jordan Ferguson, Zach
Horman, Maegan Strom & Jeff Watt, Biology
047, Academic and Career Preparation
“Stumped! The Life Cycle of a Nursery Log”;
Hailey Hudson, Biology 491, Biology “Effects
of triclosan on Drosophila melanogaster
female fecundity and gene expression”;
Keasha Watts, Melynda Bergen, Luke Wagner,
Taylor Board, Ben Overvoorde & Michael Crofton,
Chemistry 067, Academic and Career Preparation
“Global Carbon may be Affecting our Local Area”
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MERITORIOUS BEST PRESENTATION
First Place:
Matthew Murray, PHED 491, Sport, Health and
Physical Education “Exercising Change”
Second Place:
Jennifer Coburn, PHED 491, Sport, Health and Physical
Education “Don’t Believe Me Just Watch: Analyzing
Gender Stereotypes in Sports Television Commercials”;
Marnie Hustins, BIOL 491: Independent Research,
Biology “The effects of plant phenolics on Escherichia
coli and Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilm formation
at the air-liquid interface on solid surfaces”
Third Place:
Doug Wortley, Interdisciplinary Research,
Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region
Research Institute “Stories from the Mount
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region (MABR)”
Honourable Mentions:
Kelsey Yamasaki, Kirsten Gellein & Dmitry Morozov,
Interdisciplinary Applied Community Research Course,
Sociology “Walkability, Affordable Housing and Youth
Programs: What’s really Happening in Parksville?”;
Hailey Hudson, Biology 491, Biology “Effects
of triclosan on Drosophila melanogaster
female fecundity and gene expression”
SCHOLARSHIP SLAM
First Place:
Matthew Murray, PHED 491, Sport, Health and
Physical Education “Exercising Change”
Second Place:
Jennifer Coburn, PHED 491, Sport, Health and Physical
Education “Don’t Believe Me Just Watch: Analyzing
Gender Stereotypes in Sports Television Commercials”
Third Place:
Linda Bracken, Geography 342: Urban and Regional
Planning; Psychology 339: Adult Development
and Aging; Geography and Psychology “Aging
in Place: An Interdisciplinary Approach”

2017 AWARD WINNERS:
PEOPLE’S CHOICE BEST POSTER
First Place:
Hussein Al-Hadeethi; TRMT 490; Has Increased Airport
Security Harmed or Benefited International Tourism
Second Place:
Callie Bennett, Jad Alkhalifa, Hayden Bennett,
Roxanne Croxall, Natasha Kinakin, Gage
Nordtrom, Oscar Urriola; GEOL 312; Harbour
City Pandemonium: Surviving Disaster
Third Place:
Wesley Dunn, Allan Stenlund, Jennifer White,
Wilson Nguyen; ENGR 121; Popsicle Stick Bridge
Honourable Mentions:
Thomas White, Roy Lim, Janette Lauzon,
Grayce Hilton, Matthew Power, Even Stocker;
Literacy for Life and Work: Module 10;
Workplace Challenges - Dare to Be Me;
Maria Jegede, Samreet Kaur, Uche
Ochonogor, Arashpreet Kaur, Yousef Al
Ayoub; MGMT 485; Sport Union MMAA
MERITORIOUS BEST PRESENTATION
First Place:
Kendra Stiwich; PSYC 301; Investigating
People’s Place Attachment to Built Institutions:
Getting the Idea Off the Ground;
Matthew Miller; FISH 491; Microplastic
Contamination in Cultured Pacific Oysters (Crassostrea
Gigas): Does Aquaculture Method Play a Role?
Second Place:
Eric Friesen; BIOL 491; Exploration of Maidenhair
Fern, Adiantum Aleuticum, Secondary Metabolite
Production by Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry
Third Place:
Olivia Roscow; BIOL 491; Effects of Z-FAFMK Drug Treatment on Aquatic Reoviral
and Rhabdoviral Replication
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Honourable Mentions:
Jen Chicorelli; CYC 310; D is for Differences;
Krista Meckelborg; MGMT 491; The
Conference That Never Happened
SCHOLARSHIP SLAM
First Place:
Eric Friesen; BIOL 491; Exploration of Maidenhair Fern,
Adiantum Aleuticum, Secondary Metabolite Production
by Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry
Second Place:
William DeGroot; PHED 491; It Don’t
Stop: The Hip Hop for Kidz Shop;
Megan Chase; PHED 491; Educate Yourself
Third Place:
Kendra Stiwich; PSYC 301; Investigating
People’s Place Attachment to Built Institutions:
Getting the Idea Off the Ground
Faculty Award:
Dr. David Robinson; Professor-Recreation/
Tourism; Engaged Learning and Change Through
Undergraduate Research: The ‘Heart of Gold’ Costa
Rica Rural Community Empowerment Project

Jessica Wilde Conference Participation (JWCP), Student Travel and Conference
(STC), and Stephanie Buckingham Conference Presentation Fund (SBCP)
The VIU Student Travel and Conference Fund, the Students’ Union’s Jessica Wilde Conference
Participation Fund, and Stephanie Buckingham Fund are available to students who are seeking financial
support to participate in conferences, workshops and colloquia related to their studies at VIU.

RECIPIENTS

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, AND COLLOQUIA

STC

Kate Archer

60th Annual Convention of the
Parapsychological Association

$800

Mykelti Berg

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$235

Michael Caditz

Philosophy, History, and Politics
Undergraduate Conference

$500

Maggie Dietterle

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$235

Colleen Haddad

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$235

Meg Hansell

Canadian Psychological Association
National Convention

$700

Alexandra Lamberton

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$235

Stephanie Wetten

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$235

Braeden Zimmer

Association for Core Texts and
Courses Liberal Arts Conference

$403.40

Courtnay Allen

HRC West Case Competition

$270

Brendan Barlow

CASWE Conference 2017

$200

Pauline Dawson

Network of Empowered Women
Business Conference

$150

Trevinder Grewal

CABS Roundtable

$200

Quayd McLellan

Canadian Institute of Financial
Planning 15th Annual Conference

$200

Sidney Parker

HRC West Case Competition

$260

Diana Pearson

Growing Room: A Feminist Literary Festival

$120
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JWCP

$250

$250

SBCP

RECIPIENTS

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, AND COLLOQUIA

STC

JWCP

SBCP

Cody Stevens

HRC West Case Competition

$270

Miranda ThomasMerkley

BCRPA 2017 Cultivation Community Connections

$150

Lan Tran

Canadian Congress on Leisure Research 15

$250

Maria Angelica
Granja Moreno

Canadian Congress on Leisure Research 15

$250

Maria Moreno

15th Canadian Congress on Leisure Research

$250

Erin Catherall

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

Dulcie Thomson

TBD

$500

Jasmine Ashmore

TBD

$500

Suzanne Son

TBD

$500

Trevor Dickinson

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

Flynn Saunderson

Destination B.C’s Visitor Services
Network Conference

$84.80

Alissa Ward

The Vancouver Island Leadership Conference

$173

Shantel Beute

University of British Columbia Model
United Nations Conference 2017

$250

Taylor Edison

University of British Columbia Model
United Nations Conference 2017

$250

Jack Freedman

National Conference on Undergraduate Research

$500

Natalie Gates

University of British Columbia Model
United Nations Conference 2017

$250

Jenna Hagen

National Conference on Undergraduate Research

$500

$200

Kayla Harris

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

$200

Sally Haynes

National Conference on Undergraduate Research

$500

$200
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$235

$200

RECIPIENTS

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, AND COLLOQUIA

STC

JWCP

Amanda Inglis

National Conference on Undergraduate Research

$500

$200

Victoria McIndoe

National Conference on Undergraduate Research

$500

$200

Matthew Miller

Canadian Society for Ecology and
Evolution Meeting 2017

$330

Justin North

University of British Columbia Model
United Nations Conference 2017

$250

Sherill Rutherford

15th Annual Hawaii International
Conference on Education

$700

$200

Jessylee Spence

National Conference on Undergraduate Research

$500

$200

Mykelti Berg

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$260

Edward Bracken

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

$97.25

Linda Bracken

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

$97.25

Michael Caditz

Philosophy, History, and Politics
Undergraduate Conference

$500

$97.25

Sarah Chalmers

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$260

Raquel Greiter Loerzer

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$260

Michelle Harnett

International Polar Tourism Research Network

Sarah Holden

Western Division, Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

Sharlene James

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference

$350.48

Calleigh Lim

QUEUC 2016

$700

Stephanie Pike

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$495.32

Haley Robinson

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

$97.25

William Smith

49th Annual Meeting of the Canadian
Archaeological Association

$700

$97.25
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$250
$97.25

$97.25

SBCP

RECIPIENTS

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, AND COLLOQUIA

STC

JWCP

Christopher Stephens

Planning Institute of British Columbia (PIBC)
2016 Annual Conference - Planning Unfiltered

Rhys Turner

Western Division of the Canadian
Association of Geographers

$500

Farhana Alidina

BCTF (British Columbia Teachers
Federation) New Teacher Conference

$345

Alison Legge

BCAMT Mathematics conference/ Workshop

$400

Denise Tierney

5 day workshop at the Metchosin International Summer
School of the Arts (MISSA): Encaustic and Mixed Media

$400

$200

Mary Alexander

North Island College Business conference 2016 :
Future of the workforce 2016 - Gaining the Edge

$69

$200

Charlotte Bolderson

National Student Food Summit

$700

Sacia Burton

Leading Change - Forum for Emerging
Environmental Leaders

$95.50

Jennifer Duncan

Perinatal Services Conference

$346.37

Angela Prins

Esri Canada User Conference - Victoria 2016

$315

Michael Sutherland

North West Regional Association for
Experiential Education Conference

$200

Andrew Thornton

DIGNITY 2016

$400

Shantel Beute

Model United Nations 2016 (Active Participant)

$250

Julie Bjork

Human sexuality training: Comfort, Attitude
and Values Evaluation (CAVE) (Attendee)

$400

Jeffery Carey

Society of Behavioral Medicine
(Poster Presentation)

$500

Mitchell Gair

Model United Nations 2016 (Active Participant)

$250

Kai Huculak

Model United Nations 2016 (Active Participant)

$250

Ebrahim Mohd
Rafik Lababidi

Model United Nations 2016 (Active Participant)

$250
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SBCP

$250
$97.25

$500

$500

RECIPIENTS

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, AND COLLOQUIA

STC

JWCP

Emma Lawson

The Wonders of Nature Research Day, Annual
Kindergarten/Primary Institute, Heart and Mind
$400
Conference 2015, North Shore Early Childhood
Conference (Attendee, awarded for one conference)

Francesca Lee

Multi-day CAVE/SAR: Building
Competence (Attendee)

$400

Lauren Main

Model United Nations 2016 (Active Participant)

$250

Annie Miller

BCNU Human Rights & Equity
Conference (Attendee)

Susanne Tardiff

Society of Behavioral Medicine
(Poster Presentation)

$500

$500

Larissa Thelin

WDCAG Conference (Presentation)

$500

$250

Hao Thoai (Ricky) Truong;
Thomas Seal;
Oleksandr Nishta;
Kari Anne Burmaster

DeGroote MBA Case Competition (Presentation)
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SBCP

$500

$1,000

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY REPORT 2015/16/17

Research and
Scholarly Activity
Committees
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The following is a listing of the majority of the research and
scholarly committees at Vancouver Island University during
the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 academic years.

Animal Care
Dr. Liz Gillis (Chair – 2015/16)
Dr. Eric Demers (Chair - 2016/17)
Dr. Erick Groot (Vice-Chair)
Chris Turner (Coordinator – 2016/17)
Lars Apland (Coordinator – 2015/16)
Dr. Susan Sanders
Carl Butterworth
Dr. Helen Gurney-Smith
Kim Sharpe
Colin Bartlett
Daniel Fox
Brian Godfrey
Dr. Tim Goater
Henrik Kreiberg, M.Sc.
Jenelle Lepage and Shelby Reimer
Shelby Reimer and Hannah Hall
Zoe Nash (Administration – 2015/16)
Lyn Locke (Administration – 2016/17)
Affiliation:
Advisory to the President

BCGEU Professional
Development Leave
Rosemary Holley (Chair)
Charlene Stewart
Glynis Steen, Dean
Catherine Brazier
Megan Bailey
Affiliation:
B.C. Government and Service
Employees Union, Local 702
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Canadian Institutes for Health
Research (CIHR) Awards Selection
Mary Anne Moloney (Chair)
Leigh Blaney
Lori Evans
Suzie Nilson
Debbie Matheson
Dr. Roisin Mulligan (ex officio)
Kathryn Jepson (Administration – 2015/16)

Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council
(NSERC) Awards Selection
Dr. Trevor Davis (Chair – 2015/16)
Dr. Daniela Fischer-Russell (Chair – 2016/17)
Dr. Sarah Dudas
Dr. Stefanie Duff
Dr. Duane Friesen
Dr. Jamie Gorrell
Dr. Helen Gurney-Smith
Sandra Johnstone
Dr. Jacobus Swarts
Kathryn Jepson (Administration – 2015/16)
Shelley Lumsden (Administration – 2016/17)

Research, Scholarly Activity and
Curriculum Development Committee
Dr. John Black Chair
Dr. John Anderson
Dr. Philip Dauk
Dr. Johan Latulippe
Dr. Frances Sprout
Alanna Williams
Deanna McNaught (Administration)

Research Ethics Board

Student Travel and Research

Dr. Aggie Weighill (Chair)
Chris Turner (Ethics Officer – 2016/17)
Lars Apland (Research Ethics Advisor – 2015/16)
Dr. Amina Turton
Danielle Alphonse
Dr. Pam Shaw
Jim Shabbits (Community Member)
Dr. John Lepage
Dr. Laura Suski
Dr. Marina La Salle
Dr. Martin Martens
Dr. Mary Ann Richards
Mary Anne Moloney
Dr. Robert Pepper-Smith
Zoë Nash (Administration – 2015/16)
Lyn Locke (Administration – 2016/17)

Leif Rasmussen (Chair)
Dr. Caroline Burnley
Dr. Martin Martens
Dr. Richard Lane
Deborah Matheson
Glenda Hunter
Dr. Robert Willis
Dr. Sylvie Lafrenière
Phoebe Lo Patigdas (VIUSU Representative)
Kathryn Jepson (Administration - 2015/16)
Lyn Locke (Administration – 2016/17)

Affiliation:
Advisory to the President

Graduate Scholarship
Selection Committee
Dr. Louise Stern (Chair)
Dr. Jackie Oncescue (Vice-Chair)
Dr. John Black
Dr. Ross MacKay
Dr. Clay Armstrong
Dr. Gillian Anderson
Dr. Mary-Anne Richards
Marian Riedel
Dr. Alan Gilchrist
Dr. Rachel Moll
Kathryn Jepson (Administration – 2015/16)
Shelley Lumsden (Administration – 2016/17)
Affiliation:
Advisory to the Provost and Vice-President Academic
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Affiliation:
Advisory to the Provost and Vice-President Academic

Travel and Conference Proceedings
Dr. Alex Pevec (Chair)
Gary Doolin
Dr. Robert Willis
Sally Vinden

VIU Faculty Association Professional
& Scholarly Development
Denise Hook (Chair)
Ellen McCluskey
Faye Shedletzky
Dr. Carolyn Swanson
Dr. Robert Willis

VIU Faculty Association
Leave Committee

VIUFA Professional and
Scholarly Development

Dr. David Robinson (Chair – 2015/16)
Jean Blackburn (Chair – 2016/17)
Dr. Don Noakes
Dr. Bernie Krynowsky
Dr. Eric Demers
Lynn Rollison
Deborah Matheson
Jennifer Ford
Dr. Dave Twynam (ex officio, PVPA designate)
Lyn Johnson (Administration – 2015/16)
Lyn Locke (Administration – 2016/17)

Denise Hook (Chair – 2016/17)
Kathleen Reed (Chair – 2015/16)
Ellen McCluskey
Faye Shedletzky
Dr. Carolyn Swanson
Dr. Robert Willis

Affiliation:
VIU Faculty Association

VIU Research Awards Committee
Dr. Trevor Davis, Chair (ex officio – 2015/16)
Dr. Nicole Vaugeois, Chair (ex-officio – 2016/17)
Dr. Guy Le Masurier
Dr. Jerome Lesemann
Dr. Jeff Lewis
Dr. Janice Porteous
Leif Rasmussen
Dr. Steve Lane (ex officio)
Dr. Roisin Mulligan (ex officio)
Bettina Ruhstein (ex officio)
Lyn Johnson (Administration – 2015/16)
Lyn Locke (Administration – 2016/17)
Affiliation:
Advisory to the Provost and Vice-President Academic
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About Vancouver Island University
Vancouver Island University is
a comprehensive post-secondary institution located
on beautiful Vancouver Island in British Columbia.
Our main campus is located in Nanaimo,
and we have regional campuses in Duncan and
Powell River and a campus centre in Parksville.
More than 14,000 full-time and part-time students
are enrolled in academic, applied, career/technical,
vocational, trades, and developmental programs
leading to certificates, diplomas and degrees.
Vancouver Island University
900 Fifth Street, Nanaimo, BC V9R 5S5
250.753.3245

viu.ca

